
 Water/Sewer Working Group Meeting 
Meeting Notes 

February 16, 2016 
 
Opening: 
A meeting of the Specifications and Details Water/Sewer Working Group was called to order by chair 
Jim Badowich on February 16, 2016, at 1:30 p.m. in the MAG Chaparral Room.  
 
1. Introductions/Attendance 
Tony Ayala (Avondale), Jim Badowich (Avondale), Tom Brennan (Utility West), Bob Herz (Maricopa 
County), Troy McGahey (New Horizon Sales), Paul Nebeker (Pipe Right Now), Craig Sharp (Buckeye), 
Brian Sitarz (Oldcastle), Raffi Soghomonlan (Armorcast), Matt Stoltenborg (Oldcastle), Gordon Tyus 
(MAG), Arvid Veidmark (SSC Boring), and Kenny Watkins (Oldcastle). 
 
2. Case 16-01: Misc. Corrections 
Jim Badowich asked if anyone had any related blooper cases to discuss. Arvid Veidmark said that Table 
608-2 was missing dots for the medium and large projects for Item 3 – Surface Survey. He said Warren 
White noticed the error. Mr. Tyus said he would include it as correction C in Case 16-01 at the next 
committee meeting. 
 
3. Case 15-05: Reclaimed Valve Boxes 
Mr. Badowich said the case was hammered out at the last committee meeting. Mr. Herz said he was 
waiting to see the changes from Warren White. Jim Badowich said one of them was removing the word 
“VALVE” from the covers. Paul Nebeker asked if there needed to be two sizes similar to what is used 
for water valves depending on if they are using Detail 391-1 or 391-2. He also asked if a locking lid 
option should be included. There was also a question as to which grade adjustment detail (270 or 391) 
should be used. Mr. Badowich said he would bring it up at the March committee meeting. 
 
4. Spec Section 611: Water, Sewer and Storm Drain Testing 
Mr. Badowich then discussed possible new cases. He would like to focus on is the testing procedures in 
Section 611, including disinfecting/chlorination and flushing. He said he liked the NFPA flushing specs 
for fire lines. Paul Nebeker said most agencies do not have a large enough tie-in for flushing. He said 
due to the nature of the business, waterlines get dirty during installation, and he recommended size-on-
size for flushing pipe similar to Scottsdale’s practice. Mr. Badowich said the contractor needs to meet a 
performance standard for testing, and if they are paying for water they have an incentive to help keep the 
pipe clean. Mr. Nebeker replied that agencies need to allow the contractor enough water to do the job. 
Mr. Badowich discussed flushing of fire lines and noted that the agencies are guardians of the public 
water system and they have to be weigh common-sense practices, but also make sure the potable water 
stays safe, and the chlorination can help keep algae from growing in unused fire lines. Mr. Nebeker 
agreed, thinking that it should be tested. 
 
Tony Ayala handed out copies of testing procedures from Avondale, Goodyear, Mesa, and Tempe. Mr. 
Badowich said he wanted to keep the flushing and disinfection specs separate. Mr. Nebeker said 
AWWA has a chlorination specification. Bob Herz suggested that these specs be compiled into a draft 
standard for the group to review. 
 
 
 



5. MAG Detail 320: Meter Boxes 
Mr. Badowich wanted to review Detail 320 Concrete Water Meter Boxes and the lid details to see if 
there are standardized dimensions between manufacturers for the lids and boxes when made of new 
materials. Representative from Oldcastle and Armorcast were present to provide information on MAG 
meter box details, and options for different materials that they are using. Mr. Soghomonlan of Armorcast 
said MAG boxes are unique in that the radius in the corner tends to be smaller than typical. A MAG lid 
won’t fit on a box in Tuscon, for example. Mr. Badowich said he didn’t want to change dimensions, but 
wanted to make sure that lids would be interchangeable with boxes regardless of manufacturer or 
material. Industry reps said they would like define what a “traffic-rated” box would be. Mr. 
Soghomonlan said the ones they designed would cost approximately 15% more. Representatives from 
Oldcastle said they came up with a 20K spec which was 20,000 lbs. per a 10x10 square. It was noted the 
Mesa used a different design for traffic rated boxes that are not size compatible with the MAG details. 
Bob Herz said they were looking at traffic rated boxes for ITS projects. 
 
Gordon Tyus asked industry reps if the MAG details could be simplified since materials other than 
concrete are used for boxes, and the cast-iron lids are no longer manufactured. The industry reps wanted 
to keep the same dimensions, but agreed that other than things such as the lettering height, many of the 
manufacturing dimensions were not needed.  
 
Besides concrete boxes, materials now used include concrete/polymer, HDPE, and other composite 
polymers/fibers including Armorcast’s Rotocast and Oldcastle’s Fiberlite. Steel lids can still be used but 
they are moving away from them due to theft. Reps from Oldcastle suggested having a third party do the 
testing. MAG currently does not have any performance requirements for the boxes or lids. Bob Herz 
requested that the companies provide their info to MAG. Jim Badowich said they could email it to him. 
 
6.  House Bill 2549 Regarding Pipe Materials Purchasing 
Mr. Badowich brought up the issue which was discussed at the last committee meeting. Gordon Tyus 
said he received an email that morning forwarded by Stew Waller from State Representative Vince 
Leach stating, “Please know that Pipe Bill HB2459 will not be moving forward. An agreement has been 
worked out so there is no need for the bill.” Mr. Tyus said he believed this was related to the city of 
Phoenix considering the use of plastic pipe in the future. He also thought there were issues with what 
constitutes state funding on agency projects. Mr. Badowich said Avondale has an enterprise fund for 
their utilities. 
 
7.  Asbestos Testing in Manholes 
Mr. Badowich said this issue was brought up by Tom Kaczmarowski at the last committee meeting. He 
did not think it was applicable to new manholes since asbestos is no longer used. He didn’t think it was 
used in the past either, and asked the group if they knew. Mr. Tyus mentioned the possibility of asbestos 
pipe in manhole retrofits. Mr. Herz said Phoenix and Maricopa County got sued for asbestos-related 
issues, and their department of environmental quality is reviewing the issue. 
 
8. Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be at 1:30 on March 15th at the MAG offices. 
 
10. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 p.m.  


