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Barriers Associated  
with Aging 

 Loss of vision 

 Decreased hearing 

 Safety concerns 

 Difficulty with mobility 

 Memory lapses 

 Difficulty with self-care  

 Home accessibility 

 Difficulty getting places 



My Mother: 
73, Variety of health conditions 

Major Concerns – Falls, Memory Issues 

Technology to assist her staying in the home: 
Durable Medical Equipment 
 Walker, Wheelchair, Bath Bench, Tub Rail, Toilet 
 Frame 
High Tech 
 Lifeline (http://www.lifelinesys.com/content/home) 
 D-Link Cameras (http://www.dlink.com/us/en/) 
 
 



Smart Home Technology  
Smarthome  (www.smarthome.com) 

HomeSeer  (www.homeseer.com)  

MAC Store  (www.apple.com/retail) 

Smart Home Technology  = Mainstream Technology  



Technology to Assist with 
Hearing  

 Induction Loops 

 CART 

 Assistive Listening Devices 
 FM Systems 
 Pocket Talkers 

 
 Movie Theatres  

 
 



Technology to Assist with 
Vision 

Magnifiers 
 Text to Speech 
 CCTV 
 Handheld Devices  



What If You Can’t Access A 
Computer/Mobile Device? 

Screen Magnification, Text to Speech  

Speech to Text & More.. 

Already Built in to Computer! 

Where can you go for assistance?   

Microsoft Accessibility Resource Center (MARC) 
or MAC Accessibility Training at AzTAP.    



To connect people with disabilities with 
the assistive technology they need to 

participate as fully as possible in activities 
that matter to them.   

Our Mission 
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Assistive Technology: 
Any item, piece of equipment or product 
system whether acquired commercially off  
the shelf, modified or customized that is  
used to increase or improve functional  
capacities of individuals with disabilities. 
 In other words…. 

 



Assistive Technology Supports a 
Person’s Ability To:  

 Get around different environments  

 Carry out daily living tasks  

 Learn 

 Work 

 Communicate  

 Hobbies/recreation 

 

 



AzTAP Services 
www.aztap.org  

Favorite Question … 

3 responses  
 Consultations 
 Demonstrations 
 Equipment Loans  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Guided by assistive technology specialistsFace to face, hands-on exploration of devicesExplanation of device featuresIndividualized, one on one sessions with assistive technology specialist at our center or at client’s location (home, office, school)Devices are loaned to borrowers for 2 weeksItems are available for pickup or are shipped at no cost to the borrowerLoans help people decide whether the equipment is right for them – prior to purchaseAssists consumer in the decision making process



AzTAP Services  
AT Exchange 

“Item Needed” 
Email items of interest  
Register 
Protects Privacy 
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AzTAP Services 
Arizona Loan$ for Assistive Technology (AzLAT) 

 

 
 

“Independence is priceless.  
We make it affordable.” 
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Low interest ratesNo prepayment penaltiesFlexible length of repayment (1 – 5 years)Assistance with completing applicationIdentification of other possible $$ sourcesGuidance with device selection and identifying vendorsIntervention options to avoid loan defaultEligibility Requirements:Current AZ residencyAbility to enter into a legal contractDemonstrate loan will be used to purchase assistive technology for a person with a disabilityDemonstrate ability to repay loanSufficient monthly income and credit worthiness Agree to repay loan through monthly direct debit from bank account



Other Resources 
 www.abledata.com 

 www.activeforever.com (local) 

 www.dsi-tty.com (local) 

 www.maxiaids.com 

 www.independentliving.com 
 

 

 

http://www.abledata.com
http://www.activeforever.com
http://www.dsi-tty.com
http://www.maxiaids.com
http://www.independentliving.com


Contact Information 
 Mellowdee Brooks, Assistive Technology Specialist, 

602-776-4667, Mellowdee.Brooks@nau.edu 

 2400 N. Central Ave # 300, Phoenix, AZ 85004 

 602-728-9534; 800-477-9921  

 Visit our website at www.aztap.org or scan our QR 
code  

 

 

 

http://www.aztap.org/
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