
May 26, 2010

TO: Members of the MAG Transportation Review Committee

FROM: David Moody, Peoria, Chair

SUBJECT: ADDENDUM TO THE May 27, 2010, TRANSPORTATION REVIEW COMMITTEE AGENDA

An addendum is being added to the May 27, 2010, Transportation Review Committee agenda has been prepared to add an
item for an Update on Exceptional Events and MAG Five Percent Plan for PM-10.  Please contact Lindy Bauer at the MAG office
if you have questions about the addendum to the agenda.

ITEM TO BE HEARD*

13. Update on Exceptional Events and MAG Five
Percent Plan for PM-10

On May 25, 2010, the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) Region IX Administrator conducted a
meeting to announce that EPA would not concur
with the Arizona Department of Environmental
Quality (ADEQ) documentation regarding four
exceptional events at the West 43rd Avenue
monitor. MAG has provided additional information
to ADEQ developed by MAG staff and MAG’s
consultant Sierra Research, a leading environmental
firm in the nation, to support ADEQ’s exceptional
event documentation.  It is MAG’s and ADEQ’s
position that the exceedances at the West 43rd
Avenue monitor are caused by high winds and the
surface conditions in the vicinity of the monitor. EPA
does not concur with ADEQ and MAG’s technical
analysis, resulting in a potential disapproval of the
MAG Five Percent Plan for PM-10.  If EPA proposes
disapproval of the Plan in whole or in part, the
sanctions process will be triggered. If the problem is
not corrected in 18 months, the first sanction will be
imposed which would be tighter controls on major
industries. If the problem is still not corrected within
24 months, the second sanction will be imposed,
which would be the loss of federal highway funds.
A Federal Implementation Plan would also be
imposed. If the highway sanctions are imposed, it
will trigger a conformity lapse resulting in major

13. Information, discussion and possible action.



projects in the Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP) not being able to proceed. Within
30-90 days after the disapproval becomes final, we
have been informed that a conformity freeze will
occur. It appears that under a freeze, no new
projects can be added to the TIP. Clarification will
be provided by EPA and will be forthcoming. We
have just received the technical analysis used by EPA
to make their disapproval decision. Once we have
had the opportunity to review this information, a
report will be made to the Regional Council. Please
refer to the enclosed material.


