
November 10, 2003

TO: Members of the MAG Population Technical Advisory Committee

FROM: George Pettit, Gilbert, Chair

SUBJECT: TRANSMITTAL OF MEETING NOTICE AND TENTATIVE AGENDA

Tuesday, November 18, 2003 - 10:00 a.m.
MAG Office, Suite 200, Cholla Room
302 North 1st Avenue, Phoenix

A meeting of the MAG Population Technical Advisory Committee (POPTAC) will be held at the time and place noted
above.  

Members of the POPTAC may attend either in person, by telephone conference call or by videoconference.  To
videoconference to the meeting, prior arrangements need to be made with Heidi Pahl at MAG and or your site
coordinator.  Those attending by telephone conference call are requested to call  602-261-7510 between 9:55 a.m. and
10:00 a.m.  After prompting, please enter the meeting ID number 767822 (POPTAC) on your telephone key pad
followed by the pound sign.  If you have a problem or require assistance, please dial 0 after calling the number above.

If you are driving, please park in the garage under the Compass Bank building.  Bring your ticket to the meeting and
marking will be validated.  For those using transit, the RPTA will provide transit tickets for your trip. For those using
bicycles, please lock your bicycle in the bike rack in the garage.

Please be advised that under procedures approved by the MAG Regional Council on June 26, 1996, all MAG
committees need to have a quorum to conduct business.  A quorum is a simple majority of the membership or 13
people for the MAG POPTAC.  If you are unable to attend the meeting, please make arrangements for a proxy from
your jurisdiction to represent you.  If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Harry
Wolfe at (602) 254-6300.

TENTATIVE AGENDA

1. Call to Order

2.  Call to the Audience

Persons wishing to address the MAG
POPTAC will be provided an opportunity to
comment.

3. Approval of Meeting Minutes of September
23, 2003

COMMITTEE ACTION REQUESTED

2. For information.

3. For information, discussion and approval of
the minutes of September 23, 2003.



4. July 1, 2003 Maricopa County and
Municipality Resident Population Updates

On October 24, 2003 the DES POPTAC
recommended approval of July 1, 2003
Resident Population Updates for the State of
Arizona and its counties.  The Update
recommended for Maricopa County was
3,396,250.  The MAG POPTA, Management
and Management Committee recommended
and the Regional Council accepted a set of
Resident Population Updates based on an
estimated control total of 3.4 million County
residents plus or minus one percent.   As the
DES control total is within the one percent
margin, MAG has revised the Municipality
Resident Population Updates using the
recommended control total of 3,396,250 for
Maricopa County.    These Updates will be
considered for approval by the DES POPTAC
on December 5, 2003.  The updates are used
to distribute $23 million annually in lottery
funds, to prepare financial plans, to determine
municipal per capita water use targets and to
set expenditure limitations where necessary.
Please see Attachment One.

5. Population Options for 2005

On November 5, 2003 the MAG Management
Committee recommended that MAG conduct
a 2005 Census Survey at an estimated cost of
$9.4 million, with the costs distributed in
accordance with a formula developed by the
MAG Management Subcommittee on 2005
Population Options.  Two jurisdictions –
Paradise Valley and Fountain Hills – have
opted not to participate in the survey.  FHWA
has indicated that the agency is still willing to
provide half the cost of a survey up to $6
million for the remaining jurisdictions.  

MAG is awaiting an update to the cost
estimate for the Census Survey.  After receipt
of that updated cost, the cost allocation figures
for each participating community will be
recalculated.  The Management Committee
recommendation will be considered by the
MAG Regional Council on December 3,
2003.

4. For information and discussion

5. For information and discussion



6. Preparation of DES County Population
Projections

The last set of official DES State and County
projections were adopted in February of 1997.
DES is currently awaiting the arrival of
county to county migration data by single year
of age from Census 2000 to develop an
updated set of  resident population projections
for counties in Arizona.  A status report will
be provided.

7. Interactive Mapping on the MAG Website

MAG staff has been working on
enhancements to the MAG Website to allow
for the use of an interactive mapping program.
A demonstration of the use of the interactive
mapping program will be provided.

8. Regional Annual Report and Developments of
Regional Significance

A status report will be provided by the
Regional Development Division on a
Regional Annual Report and on developments
of regional significance.

9. Regional Update

Members of the MAG POPTAC will be
provided an opportunity to provide a status
report on activities in their jurisdiction.

10. Next Meeting of the MAG POPTAC

The next meeting of the MAG POPTAC is
scheduled for Tuesday January 20, 2003.  

6. For information and discussion

7. For information and discussion

8. For information and discussion

9. For information and discussion

10. For information and discussion



 

 

 MINUTES OF THE 
 MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 
 POPULATION TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
 September 23, 2003 
 MAG Office, Suite 200, Cholla Room 
 302 North 1st Avenue 
 Phoenix, Arizona 
 
MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE
 
 George Pettit, Gilbert, Chairman  
  John Petroff, Apache Junction 
*Adrian Williamson, Avondale 
*Liz Zeller, Buckeye 
*Usama Abujbarah, Cave Creek 
 David de la Torre, Chandler 
 Mark Smith, El Mirage 
 Denise Ruhling, Fountain Hills 
*Terry Yergan, Gila River Indian Community 
 Ron Short, Glendale 
  Tony Widowski for Janeen Hollomon, Goodyear
 Gary Smith, Guadalupe 

 *Paul Michaud, Paradise Valley 
*Horatio Skeete, Litchfield Park 
  Tom Ellsworth, Mesa 
 Matt Holm, Maricopa County 
*Prisila Ferreira, Peoria 
*Tim Tilton, Phoenix 
*John Kross, Queen Creek 
  Harry Higgins, Scottsdale  
**Scott Phillips, Surprise 
 Ryan Levesque, Tempe 
  Mark Fooks, Youngtown 
 Stuart Boggs, RPTA 

 
*Those members neither present nor represented by proxy. 
**Participated via audioconference 
 
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE
 
Sam Andrea, Chandler 
Scott Lininger, Maricopa County DOT 
Anubhav Bagley, MAG 
 

Rita Walton, MAG 
Mark Roberts, MAG 
Seth Paine, MAG 

 
1. Call to Order
 

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 a .m. by Chairman George Pettit. 
 
2. Call to the Audience
 

There were no requests from the audience to address the MAG POPTAC. 
 
3. Approval of Minutes of August 19, 2003
 

It was moved by Mark Fooks, seconded by David De La Torre and unanimously recommended 
to approve the meeting minutes of August 19, 2003. 
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4. Preparation of July 1, 2003 Maricopa County Resident Population Update 
 

Harry Higgins reported that the MAG POPTAC Ad Hoc Subcommittee recommends accepting 
the Department of Economic Security (DES) July 1, 2003 Control Totals calculated using the 
Housing Unit Method (HUM) to develop Municipality Resident Population Updates. A detailed 
presentation on the DES estimates methods had been made to the subcommittee by MAG staff. 
 
Anubhav Bagley distributed a chart explaining the method used by DES. Estimates are prepared 
at the State and County levels and two methods, namely the Composite and the Housing Unit 
Method (HUM) used for each level. At the State level, the Composite method with a 20 percent 
weight uses data on school enrollment, licensed drivers and Medicare recipients.  The HUM 
method with an 80 percent weight estimates the population based upon a count of current 
housing units and occupancy and persons per household rates at the County level from Census 
2000.  Similar methods and weights are used at the County level for the estimate, accept that the 
population in the 18 to 64 age group is estimated using a vital rates ratio approach.  Mr. Bagley 
discussed each of these methods in detail. He explained that in their review MAG staff had 
concerns regarding the data used in the Composite method. The school enrollment and Medicare 
data used was from 2001-2002. He also expressed concern about the consistency of data and the 
methodology used to estimate the variables in the Composite method.  

 
Mr. Bagley explained, that MAG staff supported the use of two methods to estimate population. 
Since there were data issues and not enough time to review the methodology and data, MAG 
staff recommended using just the HUM method to estimate the population this year.  It should be 
recommended to DES State POPTAC to further examine current data sources and its estimates 
methodology for next year. 
 
A motion was made by Harry Higgins, seconded by Gary Smith and approved unanimously that 
MAG POPTAC recommend to – 
• DES that they only use the Housing Unit Method this year and that State POPTAC reviews 

its methodology for the composite method for next year. 
•  the Management Committee to approve the July 1, 2003 Maricopa County Update provided 

that it is within one percent of 3.4 million people in the final update. 
 

 
5. Preparation of July 1, 2003 Municipality Resident Population Updates
 

Anubhav Bagley explained that MAG staff have drafted July 1, 2003 Municipality Updates using 
a County Control Total of 3.4 million.  This control total is used as a benchmark for municipality 
population updates.  The Municipality updates are based upon the residential completions 
collected by MAG from all member agencies.  Mr. Bagley further explained that the occupancy 
rates and persons per household used were by unit type by municipality.  The final numbers were 
benched to the 3.4 million county control discussed in the previous agenda item. MAG staff 
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recommends the approval of the July 1, 2003 Municipality Resident Population Updates 
provided they are within one percent of 3.4 million people in the final update. 
 
A motion was made by Harry Higgins, seconded by Tom Ellsworth and approved unanimously 
to recommend to MAG Management Committee to approve the July 1, 2003 MAG Municipality 
Updates provided that they are within one percent of the final updates. 

 
6. Population Options for 2005
 

George Pettit reported that in July 2003 the MAG Management Subcommittee on 2005 
Population Options recommended that a Census Survey be conducted and the $9.4 million cost 
be distributed based on share of population for municipalities under 6,000 people and whose 
growth rate is under 3.5%.  For other jurisdictions, the cost would be distributed based on their 
share of the total housing units sampled in the survey.  He noted that the Subcommittee agreed 
that a Census Survey be conducted at a confidence interval of 95 percent plus/minus 2 percent, 
unless a jurisdiction wanted to pay the incremental cost of a higher confidence interval.  On 
September 10, 2003 the MAG Management Committee met to review the information regarding 
a 2005 Census Survey.   
 
Harry Higgins inquired if the Special Census affects state and federal shared revenues.  Anubhav 
Bagley explained that the Special Census would have no effect on federal monies but that there 
is an effect on state shared revenues. 
 
Mark Smith asked what the benefit of a 2005 Census Survey would be. George Pettit answered 
that redistribution of shared revenues would particularly benefit fast growing communities. 
 
Mark Fooks asked what happens if any municipality conducts an independent population survey 
or Special Census. Mr. Pettit responded that federal highway money would only be available for 
the Special Census or Census Survey if all the communities participate in it. Mr. Fooks 
mentioned that in their preliminary conversations with the Bureau of the Census, a complete 
Census for Youngtown would cost approximately $83,000. He stated that as long as the Census 
Survey changed the occupancy rates and persons per household rates, Youngtown was in support 
of the Survey. 
 
Tom Ellsworth inquired what other counties were doing regarding a special census? Anubhav 
Bagley mentioned that staff will check what other counties are doing regarding a special census 
at the next State POPTAC meeting. 

 
 
7. Preparation of DES County Population Projections
 

Anubhav Bagley explained that the last set of official DES State and County projections were 
adopted in February 1997.  DES is currently awaiting the arrival of county-to-county migration 



 

data by single year of age from Census 2000 to develop an updated set of resident population 
projections for counties in Arizona.  After review and input by DES POPTAC members and 
revisions based on comments received, the projections would then be considered for approval as 
official projections by both MAG and DES.  DES has estimated that it would take about six 
months to complete the projections from the time of receipt of the Census data to approval.  
There is no indication at this time when the required Census data will be available.  Once 
approved, the Maricopa County Projections will become the control total from which MAG 
develops official socioeconomic projections. 

 
8. Regional Update 
 

MAG POPTAC members provided status reports on activities in their jurisdictions.  
 
9. Next Meeting of the MAG POPTAC
 

George Pettit indicated that the next meeting of the MAG POPTAC is scheduled for October 21, 
2003. 

   
 The meeting adjourned at 11:20 a.m. 
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ATTACHMENT ONE

                              MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS
                                           POPULATION BY JURISDICTION
                                           2000 CENSUS AND JULY 1, 2003

DRAFT  DRAFT

                   Total Population            Percent Growth                 Share
Jurisdiction April 1, 2000 July 1, 2003 Change Overall Annual Share of Share of 

(Census) (Draft) Growth County
Apache Junction * 273 275 2 0.7% 0.2% 0.0% 0.0%
Avondale 35,883 53,925 18,042 50.3% 13.4% 5.6% 1.6%
Buckeye * * 8,497 13,030 4,533 53.3% 14.1% 1.4% 0.4%
Carefree 2,927 3,220 293 10.0% 3.0% 0.1% 0.1%
Cave Creek 3,728 4,150 422 11.3% 3.4% 0.1% 0.1%
Chandler 176,581 208,450 31,869 18.0% 5.2% 9.8% 6.1%
El Mirage 7,609 25,330 17,721 232.9% 44.8% 5.5% 0.7%
Fountain Hills 20,235 22,105 1,870 9.2% 2.8% 0.6% 0.7%
Gila Bend 1,980 2,025 45 2.3% 0.7% 0.0% 0.1%
Gila River * 2,699 2,740 41 1.5% 0.5% 0.0% 0.1%
Gilbert 109,697 151,290 41,593 37.9% 10.4% 12.8% 4.5%
Glendale 218,812 230,610 11,798 5.4% 1.6% 3.6% 6.8%
Goodyear 18,911 30,290 11,379 60.2% 15.6% 3.5% 0.9%
Guadalupe 5,228 5,330 102 2.0% 0.6% 0.0% 0.2%
Litchfield Park 3,810 3,870 60 1.6% 0.5% 0.0% 0.1%
Mesa 396,375 434,215 37,840 9.5% 2.8% 11.7% 12.8%
Paradise Valley 13,664 14,215 551 4.0% 1.2% 0.2% 0.4%
Peoria  * 108,363 126,410 18,047 16.7% 4.9% 5.6% 3.7%
Phoenix 1,321,045 1,387,670 66,625 5.0% 1.5% 20.5% 40.9%
Queen Creek  * 4,197 7,360 3,163 75.4% 18.9% 1.0% 0.2%
Salt River 6,405 6,735 330 5.2% 1.6% 0.1% 0.2%
Scottsdale 202,705 217,555 14,850 7.3% 2.2% 4.6% 6.4%
Surprise 30,848 51,585 20,737 67.2% 17.1% 6.4% 1.5%
Tempe 158,625 159,615 990 0.6% 0.2% 0.3% 4.7%
Tolleson 4,974 5,415 441 8.9% 2.6% 0.1% 0.2%
Wickenburg 5,082 5,685 603 11.9% 3.5% 0.2% 0.2%
Youngtown 3,010 3,670 660 21.9% 6.3% 0.2% 0.1%
Unin-New River 10,740 11,005 265 2.5% 0.8% 0.1% 0.3%
Unin-Rio Verde 1,419 1,545 126 8.9% 2.7% 0.0% 0.0%
Unin-Sun City 38,309 38,635 326 0.9% 0.3% 0.1% 1.1%
Unin-Sun City West 26,344 26,345 1 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.8%
Unin-Sun Lakes 11,936 13,140 1,204 10.1% 3.0% 0.4% 0.4%
Unin-Other 111,238 129,435 18,197 16.4% 4.8% 5.6% 3.8%

Total 3,072,149 3,396,875 324,726 10.6% 3.1% 100.0% 100.0%

 *   Maricopa County portion only
* *  Buckeye's growth rate from 2000 to 2003 resulted in part from the transfer of the Lewis Prison population.
      The Census Bureau had incorrectly assigned the prison population to the unincorporated area in the 2000 Census.

MAG is required to round the county resident population total to the nearest 25 persons and the municipality population
to the nearest 5 persons.

Sources:  U.S. Bureau of the Census Year 2000 Census, MAG Residential Completion database.

Prepared by the Maricopa Association of Governments, September 2003.
Approved by the MAG Regional Council, October 2003.




