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MINUTES OF THE
MAG MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING

February 9, 2005
MAG Office Building - Saguaro Room

Phoenix, Arizona

MEMBERS ATTENDING

Mike Hutchinson, Mesa, Chair
Ed Beasley, Glendale, Vice Chair

# George Hoffman, Apache Junction
Charlie McClendon, Avondale

* Carroll Reynolds, Buckeye
* Jon Pearson, Carefree
* Usama Abujbarah, Cave Creek

Patrice Kraus for Mark Pentz, Chandler
B.J. Cornwall, El Mirage
Norm Phillips for Orlando Moreno, 

        Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation
# Shaunna Williams for Tim Pickering,
        Fountain Hills
+ Lynn Farmer, Gila Bend
* Urban Giff, Gila River Indian Community

George Pettit, Gilbert
Stephen Cleveland, Goodyear
Mark Johnson, Guadalupe

Darryl Crossman, Litchfield Park
Tom Martinsen, Paradise Valley 
Prisila Ferreira for Terry Ellis, Peoria
Bridget Schwartz-Manock for 

        Frank Fairbanks, Phoenix
# Cynthia Seelhammer, Queen Creek

Jacob Moore for Bryan Meyers, Salt River
        Pima-Maricopa Indian Community

Steve Olson for Jan Dolan, Scottsdale
Jim Rumpeltes, Surprise
Jeff Kulaga for Will Manley, Tempe
Reyes Medrano for Ralph Velez, Tolleson
Shane Dille, Wickenburg
Mark Fooks, Youngtown
Dale Buskirk for Victor Mendez, ADOT
Mike Ellegood for David Smith, 

       Maricopa County
Bryan Jungwirth for Ken Driggs, 

      Valley Metro/RPTA

* Those members neither present nor represented by proxy.
# Participated by telephone conference call.
+ Participated by videoconference call.

1. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Mike Hutchinson at 12:07 p.m.

2. Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Chairman Hutchinson announced that Lynn Farmer from Gila Bend was attending the meeting
via videoconference.  He also announced that George Hoffman, Cynthia Seelhammer, and
Shaunna Williams as proxy for Tim Pickering were attending the meeting via teleconference
call.  Chairman Hutchinson stated that transit tickets were available from Valley Metro/RPTA
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for those using transit to come to the meeting.  Parking validation was available from MAG staff
for those who parked in the parking garage. 

Chairman Hutchinson introduced Darryl Crossman, the new City Manager for Litchfield Park.
He also welcomed back Guadalupe Financial Services Director, Mark Johnson, who has
represented the Town on the Management Committee in the past. 

Chairman Hutchinson stated that materials for agenda items #5H, #8, #10, and #12 were at each
place.

3. Call to the Audience

Chairman Hutchinson stated that Call to the Audience provides an opportunity to the public to
address the Management Committee on items that are not on the agenda that are within the
jurisdiction of MAG, or non-action agenda items that are on the agenda for discussion or
information only. Chairman Hutchinson noted that those wishing to comment on agenda items
posted for action will be provided the opportunity at the time the item is heard.  Public
comments have a three minute time limit and there is a timer to help the public with their
presentations. Chairman Hutchinson stated that for members of the audience who wish to speak,
comment cards are available from the staff.

Chairman Hutchinson recognized public comment from Dianne Barker, who commented on
management of transportation facilities.  She said that there was a request in the MAG
transportation conformity for the Deck Park study in the amount of $85,000, but she did not see
it in the Work Program.  Ms. Barker stated that the federal program says that existing facilities
need to be completed before new facilities are built.  Ms. Barker referred to Richard Ruelas’
column in The Arizona Republic about light rail.  She said that local money will be expended
upfront with federal reimbursement later.  Ms. Barker stated that she believed there is now a new
battle between state and local law.  She commented on the upcoming City of Phoenix election
asking that utility payment for light rail will be transferred to the utility companies, rather than
municipalities as it says in state law.  Ms. Barker spoke of people who say that cars pay their
own way in the transportation system.  She stated that traffic accidents in Maricopa County cost
each member of the public $820 in fire and police services.  She said that she supports
multimodalism.  Ms. Barker commented that we look at what we are paying for and what the
government is paying for.  Chairman Hutchinson thanked Ms. Barker for her comments.

Chairman Hutchinson recognized public comment from Blue Crowley, who stated that half of
the MAG Management Committee also belongs to the Valley Metro/RPTA Transit Management
Committee.  Mr. Crowley said that he received a meeting notice for the Transit Management
Committee the day of the meeting, and he thought this should be done better.  He expressed his
concerns on how wastewater will be handled in the future. With the influx of winter visitors and
anticipated population growth in the desert west of the Valley, there will be a lot of wastewater.
Mr. Crowley stated that he wanted to ensure that there is a plan to dispose of wastewater
correctly so as not to endanger our drinking water.  Mr. Crowley stated that more time should
be allowed for the public to comment on consent agenda items.  He said that this month’s
agenda has eight items on consent.  Because there is insufficient time to comment, there will be
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no public input on some of the items. Chairman Hutchinson thanked Mr. Crowley for his
comments.

4. Executive Director’s Report

Dennis Smith informed members that a package containing copies of the MAG Regional Report,
written for the On the Road to Greatness: Facts. Focus. Future business forum, was at each
place.  He said that there were enough copies in the package for each agency’s council/board
member, economic director, and planning director and Management Committee member. Mr.
Smith stated that presenters at the forum included Bruce Hernandez with Behavior Research,
Paul Ringer with Greater Phoenix Economic Council, and Lattie Coor with the Center for the
Future of Arizona.  Mr. Smith stated that a video for the event was produced by Mesa Channel
11. In the video, the MAG Executive Committee introduced different segments of the report.
Mr. Smith stated that sponsorships, totaling $4,500, were received from APS, Blue Cross/Blue
Shield, Mariscal Weeks, McIntyre and Friedlander, Triadvocates, and Associated General
Contractors.  In discussing sponsorships, Mr. Smith expressed how important they are for MAG-
related activities, especially the passage of Proposition 400.  For that effort, the financial
contribution by Associated General Contractors of $1.3 million was exemplary.  He thanked
Mesa Channel 11 for producing the video, the sponsors, and staff members who contributed to
the report and the event.  Mr. Smith added that a copy of the video would be provided to all
channel 11s in the region.

Mr. Smith stated that a record amount for the region of $19.3 million was awarded by the
Department of Housing and Urban Development to the MAG Continuum of Care Regional
Committee on Homelessness to assist 51 homeless programs.  He said that Governor Napolitano
accepted the funds.

Mr. Smith announced that a packet of information was at each place on the Third Annual Walk
to End Domestic Violence, which will take place Saturday, April 23, 2005 at 7:00 a.m. at
Wesley Bolin Plaza.  He said that Phoenix City Councilmember Peggy Bilsten is issuing a
challenge to all municipalities to form a city team and participate in the walk.  The walk raises
funds to support domestic violence shelters and programs in Maricopa County. 

Mr. Smith reported that a forum, Engaging Older Adults in Society will be held on February 25,
2005 from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon at the Pulliam Auditorium, Burton Barr Central Library in
Phoenix.  He said that the forum, one of four sites nationwide, is an official 2005 White House
Conference on Aging Event.  Mr. Smith stated that the event is sponsored by Civic Ventures,
the Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust and the Phoenix Public Library.  He added that MAG
member agencies will be receiving e-mail invitations to the event.

Mr. Smith stated that more than 5,000 people attended the January 22, 2005 opening of the
Santan Freeway segment between US 60 and Elliot Road.  He said that additional segments will
be opening until December 2006.

Mr. Smith introduced a new MAG staff member, Ranjith Dandanayakula, Air Quality Engineer
II, who will work on air quality modeling in the Environmental Division.  Mr. Smith announced
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the promotion of Amy St. Peter to MAG Human Services Manager.  Chairman Hutchinson
thanked Mr. Smith for his report.  No questions from the Committee were noted.

5. Approval of Consent Agenda

Chairman Hutchinson stated that public comment would be heard before action was taken on
the consent items. Each speaker is provided with a total of three minutes to comment on the
consent agenda.  After hearing public comments, any member of the Committee can request that
an item be removed from the consent agenda and considered individually.  Chairman Hutchinson
stated that agenda items #5A through #5H were on the consent agenda.  

Chairman Hutchinson recognized public comment from Mr. Crowley, who stated that he
applauded the way the Red Letter Notification process was being conducted.  He noted that this
sort of process needs to be done on the front end.  Mr. Crowley commented that the map in
agenda item #5C was not done right.  We need to be looking at the entire county.  Mr. Crowley
commented on agenda item #5G.  He said that there will be cuts in federal funding, which might
affect the programs receiving SSBG funds. Mr. Crowley commented on agenda items #5D, #5E,
and #5F.  He said that Terry Ellis has pointed out in past meetings that without water, we cannot
live here.  Mr. Crowley commented that running out of water is probably why the Hohokam left.
Mr. Crowley stated that with a projected population of six million, all parts of the equation need
to be considered.  Chairman Hutchinson thanked Mr. Crowley for his comments.

Jacob Moore requested that the minutes be corrected to reflect his attendance at the meeting.
Mr. Buskirk requested that agenda item #5C be heard.

Vice Chairman Beasley made a statement on agenda item #5D.  He stated that the City of
Glendale wants to ensure continued quality services as the area grows.  Vice Chairman Beasley
stated that Glendale will be having a policy discussion on strip annexation on February 12, 2005.
He indicated Glendale’s intention to pursue maintaining and providing services in this area.
Vice Chairman Beasley expressed Glendale’s appreciation for the partnership with Surprise on
this amendment and moving forward on this endeavor.

Mr. Pettit moved to recommend approval of consent agenda items #5A, #5B, #5D, #5E, #5F,
#5G, and #5H.  Mr. Dille seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

5A. Approval of January 5, 2005 Meeting Minutes

The Management Committee, by consent, approved the January 5, 2005 meeting minutes,
including the revision to reflect the attendance of Mr. Moore.

5B. Red Letter Notification

In June 1996, the Regional Council approved the ADOT Red Letter process, which requires
MAG member agencies to notify ADOT of potential development activities in freeway
alignments.  Development activities include actions on plans, zoning and permits.  ADOT has
forwarded a list of notifications for the last six months of 2004.  Upon request any of the notices
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can be removed from the consent agenda and returned for action at a future meeting. In the last
six months of 2004, ADOT received a total of 315 Red Letter notifications, of which 108 could
potentially impact the Regional Freeway System.  ADOT requested plan review on an additional
71 notices that include zoning changes and/or general plan amendments that would put future
developments adjacent or very close to ADOT right of way.  ADOT requested copies of a
complete set of plans on an additional 55 notices.  Nineteen telephone calls, mail or email
notifications of potential impact were received by ADOT. One letter was received from a
consultant concerning a transmission line for which ADOT indicated that a permit to enter, cross
or access ADOT right of way was needed.  Of the 108 notices received in the first half of 2004
for development in, or potentially in, freeway right of way, eight were from the City of
Avondale, one from the Town of Buckeye, four from the City of Chandler, one from the City
of El Mirage, seven from the Town of Gilbert, one from the City of Glendale, one from the City
of Goodyear, nine from Maricopa County, thirteen from the City of Peoria, seventeen from the
City of Phoenix, seven from the City of Mesa, one from the City of Scottsdale, five from the
City of Surprise, and three from the City of Tempe.

5D. Draft MAG 208 Water Quality Management Plan Amendment for the City of Glendale
Temporary Sewer Service Agreement and Future Water Reclamation Plant Correction

The Management Committee, by consent, recommended approval of the Draft MAG 208 Water
Quality Management Plan Amendment for the City of Glendale Temporary Sewer Service
Agreement and Future Water Reclamation Plant Correction. The City of Glendale is requesting
that MAG amend the 208 Water Quality Management Plan to include the definition of an area
within the Glendale Municipal Planning Area where temporary sewer service will be provided
by the City of Surprise, and to correct the 208 Plan by deleting a future Arizona American Water
Company Water Reclamation Plant with an ultimate capacity of eight million gallons per day
and sewer service area within the western portion of the Glendale Municipal Planning Area.  The
two amendment items are within three miles of the Town of Buckeye, City of Goodyear, City
of Litchfield Park, Luke Air Force Base, City of Surprise, and unincorporated Maricopa County,
and all have indicated that they do not object to the proposed amendment. A public hearing on
the draft amendment was conducted on January 19, 2005. Following the hearing, the MAG
Water Quality Advisory Committee recommended approval of the Draft 208 Plan Amendment.

5E. Draft MAG 208 Water Quality Management Plan Amendment for the Town of Buckeye Palo
Verde Road Wastewater Treatment Facility

The Management Committee, by consent, recommended approval of the Draft MAG 208 Water
Quality Management Plan Amendment for the Town of Buckeye Palo Verde Road Wastewater
Treatment Facility. The Town of Buckeye is requesting that MAG amend the 208 Water Quality
Management Plan to include the Palo Verde Road Wastewater Treatment Facility. The Maricopa
County unincorporated area is within three miles of the project, and the County has indicated
they do not object to the proposed facility. A public hearing on the draft amendment was
conducted on January 19, 2005. Following the hearing, the MAG Water Quality Advisory
Committee recommended approval of the Draft 208 Plan Amendment.
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5F. Draft MAG 208 Water Quality Management Plan Amendment for the City of Surprise Special
Planning Area Three Regional Wastewater Treatment Facility

The Management Committee, by consent, recommended approval of the Draft MAG 208 Water
Quality Management Plan Amendment for the City of Surprise Special Planning Area Three
Regional Wastewater Treatment Facility. The City of Surprise is requesting that MAG amend
the 208 Water Quality Management Plan to include the Special Planning Area Three Regional
Wastewater Treatment Facility. The Maricopa County unincorporated area is within three miles
of the project, and the County has indicated they do not object to the proposed facility. A public
hearing on the draft amendment was conducted on January 19, 2005. Following the hearing, the
MAG Water Quality Advisory Committee recommended approval of the Draft 208 Plan
Amendment.

5G. Social Services Block Grant Funding Recommendations FY 2005-2006

The Management Committee, by consent, recommended approval of the priority needs, services,
additional recommendations, and funding recommendations for FY 2005-2006 to be forwarded
to the Arizona Department of Economic Security. Each year, the Human Services Technical
Committee (HSTC) and the Human Services Coordinating Committee (HSCC) provide local
input for the allocation of approximately $4 million in Social Services Block Grant (SSBG)
funds for Maricopa County. Because the Federal allocation of funding was identical to FY 2005,
the HSTC and HSCC recommended reallocating the funds in the same manner for FY 2006.
The HSCC and HSTC additionally recommended that MAG receive an increase of $73,400 for
administration; that language be modified for the Persons with Developmental Disabilities
Target Group to ensure consistency with federal guidelines; and that a request be made to the
Department of Economic Security to include at least one representative from the MAG Human
Services committees on its annual SSBG allocation panels and annual taxonomy review panels.
Approval is needed to forward these recommendations to the Arizona Department of Economic
Security to be written into the FY 2006 Social Services Plan.

5H. Preparation of Official Socioeconomic Projections

The Department of Economic Security has prepared a draft set of county projections in
accordance with Executive Order 95-2.  When approved, the Maricopa County projections will
become the official control totals from which MAG will develop a set of subcounty projections.
Maricopa County projections will need to be considered for Management Committee approval
in March and subregion projections in May in order to be used for air quality conformity
analysis. 

5C. Federal Functional Classification of Roadways in the MAG Region

This item was removed from the consent agenda.

As part of the process to update the Federal Functional Classification of Roadways in the MAG
Region, the MAG Transportation Review Committee (TRC) reviewed a map of all the suggested
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changes at its December 2004 meeting. The TRC requested that some changes be made and
these changes have been incorporated into the attached map, together with all of the original
changes being recommended.  MAG has been requested to provide concurrence with any such
requested changes prior to final action by FHWA and ADOT. The MAG Street Committee and
the TRC recommended concurrence with the most recent changes. 

Mr. Buskirk explained that he had requested that agenda item #5C be removed because ADOT
is still in the process of reviewing the reclassifications.  He explained that it appears that some
of the roadways being requested as urban principal arterials may not qualify for this
reclassification because they carry fairly low average daily traffic.

Mr. Smith stated that staff believes that the changes are appropriate.  He proposed the committee
could take action and in the period until the Regional Council meeting, staff could work with
ADOT on this issue.

Mr. Ellegood asked if the timing required that action be taken now.  Paul Ward replied that the
reclassifications are being forwarded with concurrence by MAG to ADOT.  He said that the next
step is for ADOT to work with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) to formally
approve the requests. Mr. Ward stated that MAG’s request is designed as a part of a network of
roadways in the Valley foreseen as upgrades.  He indicated that in discussions with ADOT and
FHWA, if it is not realistic to upgrade the roadways, that will have effectively no impact on
municipalities because the roadways are already classified as urban collectors and will still be
able to receive federal funds.  Mr. Ward advised that under FHWA guidelines, average daily
traffic is not a requirement for requesting upgrades.  He stated that he felt it was appropriate at
the current time to go forward with the requested motion.  Mr. Ward indicated that any changes
will be part of feedback from ADOT and FHWA to MAG.

Mr. Ellegood stated that with Mr. Ward’s explanation, he would make a motion to recommend
concurrence with the changes in Federal Functional Classification as recommended by the TRC
and as shown in the attached map.  Mr. Cleveland seconded, and the motion carried, with Mr.
Buskirk abstaining.

12. MAG Arterial Life Cycle Program Interim Advancement Policy

This agenda item was taken out of order.

Chris Voigt stated that the MAG Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) includes a number of
arterial street and intersection improvement projects that are funded with a combination of sales
tax funds and local funds as part of the Arterial Life Cycle Program.  He said that an interim
advancement policy is needed to provide guidance in the consideration of RTP Arterial Street
Life Cycle Program projects proposed for advancement in the MAG FY 2006-2010
Transportation Improvement Program that is currently in development.  Mr. Voigt stated that
the interim policy at each place was revised based on comments received to date.  He advised
that the interim policy was similar in concept to the freeway acceleration policy adopted by the
Regional Council in March 2000.  Mr. Voigt stated that local jurisdictions may want to build
certain arterial street projects in advance of the phasing in the RTP in order to meet the needs
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in the local area by funding all of the eligible project costs and then being reimbursed according
to the RTP phasing.  He said that the question of reimbursements for inflation had yet to be
determined and would be brought through the committee process and possibly addressed further
at the Transportation Policy Committee. 

Mr. Cleveland asked if provision number eight meant a shift of projects would be required.  Mr.
Voigt replied that cities have the option of shifting projects and the main intent is to allow
advancement of projects using local financing with later reimbursement according to when the
project was in the original RTP schedule. 

Mr. Ellegood stated that the proposal brings up the concern that current dollars would be used
for advancements and replaced with dollars that have deflated.  He asked how that was going
to be handled.  Mr. Voigt replied that the inflation issue would be decided through the TPC
process.  He added that the issue could be brought back to the Management Committee if the
TPC so requested.  Mr. Smith added that this is one policy among many to be decided.  He said
that this interim policy was drafted in response to some concerns about moving projects into the
TIP without a policy.  Mr. Smith indicated that the interim policy is a very conservative
approach, and was developed because there would probably be changes in the future.  He added
that the TPC would have the option of revising the policy.

Mr. Cleveland referenced Mr. Ellegood’s question.  He said that if we go back to the history of
the last 20-year plan, how many fewer projects would have been funded if the interest rate had
been brought into the mix?  If a city brings forward a project, it must be of benefit to the city,
which will be getting back the capital costs.  Mr. Cleveland stated that he thought it was timely
to do this now.  He said that over the past 20 years have been many exercises dealing with
changes, and it is not an easy process to correct afterward.

Mr. Cleveland moved to recommend accepting the MAG Arterial Life Cycle Program Interim
Advancement Policy.  Mr. Pettit seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

6A. Transit Element of the Draft FY 2006-2010 MAG Transportation Improvement Program

Bob Antila, Valley Metro/RPTA, provided an overview of the recommended projects to be
included in the transit element of the draft FY 2006-2010 MAG Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP), and also provide information on the process used to develop the program.  Mr.
Antila stated that over the last several months, a transit TIP working group, composed of staff
from Valley Metro and cities and agencies regionwide, met to review the transit project
prioritization guidelines and all of the transit projects requesting federal transit funds through
2010.  Mr. Antila noted that new projects for 2008, 2009, and 2010 were submitted through the
MAG TIP process in September.  Agencies submit any changes, adjustments, or new project
requests they had for years 2006 and 2007, mainly to incorporate projects identified in the
Regional Transportation Plan that were not already included in the TIP for these years.  He
indicated that the working group reviewed and discussed each year’s project requests, existing
projects in each year of the current TIP, the projections of federal transit funding, and the RTP
and prepared a prioritized list of projects for consideration by the Valley Metro Transit
Management Committee.  Mr. Antila stated that the Valley Metro Transit Management
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Committee reviewed and discussed the list of projects and forwarded the list for consideration
by the Management Committee.  Mr. Antila advised that the life cycle program for the transit
element of the RTP continues to be developed and cost estimates for many of these projects
continue to be refined.  He stated that once the Transit Life Cycle Program is complete this
spring, and additional cost data are developed, changes to each of the TIP years will need to be
made.  He said that the TIP group will then meet again and return to the MAG committees in
the future with recommendations for any adjustments that may be needed.  Chairman
Hutchinson thanked Mr. Antila for his report.

Mr. Rumpeltes asked if the program could be amended in the future–for instance, if a city were
to become more involved in transit.  Mr. Antila responded that each year an amendment process
is conducted, in addition to continuous amendments throughout the year if funds become
available.

6B. Regional Arterial Life Cycle Program

6C. Draft FY 2006-2010 State Highway Program for the MAG Region

6D. Recommendation of Projects for CMAQ and STP-MAG Funding in FYs 2008, 2009 and 2010
of the FY 2006-2010 MAG Transportation Improvement Program (MAG Federally Funded
Program)

Paul Ward addressed the Committee on agenda items #6B, #6C, and #6D.  Mr. Ward stated that
the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is a five-year program of highway and transit
projects that will receive federal, regional, state, local and private transportation funds. The TIP
includes all Title 23 Federally funded projects within the region and all regionally significant
projects, regardless of funding source.  Mr. Ward noted that federal regulations say that the TIP
must be consistent with the Regional Transportation Plan.  He stated that there are four
components to the TIP:  the federally funded program, the state highway program in this region,
the regional transit program, and locally and privately funded projects.  Mr. Ward reviewed the
TIP schedule: TIP Guidance Report in July; federal applications to MAG in September; CMS
and CMAQ scores done by the end September; rankings by the modal technical advisory
committees in October and November; recommendation by the Transportation Review
Committee in November or December; action by the Management Committee, Transportation
Policy Committee, and Regional Council in January or February; Draft TIP presented in March;
actions on the approval for an Air Quality Conformity Analysis in April/May; a public hearing
in mid-July; final approval of the TIP, probably about the end of July; forward the TIP to the
Governor or her designee for approval in August or September.

Mr. Ward stated that staff is still working with the cities and towns on the regional arterial
program.  He stated that the TIP needs to be consistent with the RTP and we are trying to keep
changes at a minimum.  Mr. Ward indicated there will be changes within the next couple of
weeks that will be incorporated into the TIP, which will then be considered for a conformity
analysis.
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Chairman Hutchinson recognized public comment from Mr. Crowley, who commented on
agenda item #6A.  He said that 60 percent of bus stops in the MAG region are below industry
standards.  However, the fixed guideway system will get all of its stops.  Mr. Crowley stated that
a multimodal transportation system is needed 24/7.  He said that the tunnel promised to the feds
in 1986 is still not built.  Mr. Crowley requested that the intergovernmental agreement on that
facility be provided to him.  Mr. Crowley commented on agenda item #6C.  He said that Grand
Avenue was built not as bicycle and pedestrian friendly as it should be.  He urged more
coordination between the County and the State.  Mr. Crowley said that he and Ms. Barker would
be submitting written comments on agenda item #7D.  Chairman Hutchinson thanked Mr.
Crowley for his comments.

Mr. Pettit moved agenda items #6A, #6B, #6C, and #6D:
#6A, Recommend approval of projects to be included in the transit element of the draft FY
2006-2010 MAG Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for the purpose of public review
and comment;  
#6B, Recommend approval of the FY 2006-2010 Regional Arterial Life Cycle Program for the
purpose of public review and comment.
#6C, Recommend approval of the State Highway Program for MAG Region and to include those
projects in the Draft FY 2006-2010 MAG Transportation Improvement Program for public
review and comment.
#6D, Recommend approval of the projects for CMAQ and STP-MAG discretionary funding in
FYs 2008, 2009 and 2010 and to include those projects in the Draft FY 2006-2010 MAG
Transportation Improvement Program for public review and comment.

Mr. Cornwall seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

7. Draft Revision of the MAG Regional Solid Waste Management Plan

Bruce Henning, Phoenix, Chair of the MAG Solid Waste Advisory Committee, reported on the
Draft Revision of the MAG Regional Solid Waste Management Plan.  He said that a major
revision of the Plan was initiated in January 2003. Mr. Henning stated that Plan, which had not
been updated since 1993, was revised to provide guidance for systems level regional solid waste
management planning, to address changes in regional solid waste facilities, plans and goals, and
to identify needs for a 20-year planning horizon.  He stated that the Plan includes eleven
landfills, twenty-one transfer stations and combined materials recovery/transfer facilities, and
seven materials recovery facilities in the MAG region.  Mr. Henning noted that household
hazardous waste collection programs have increased from one annual event to 15.  He indicated
that there is adequate landfill capacity for the next 20 years, and perhaps more transfer stations
might be needed.  Mr. Henning stated that the goals of the Plan are to prevent adverse effects
on public health and the environment from improper disposal, processing and collection of solid
waste; have a primary practice for landfills with an emphasis on waste reduction and recycling;
development of recycling targets, though not mandatory, by local agencies.  Mr. Henning
advised that the Solid Waste Management Plan is a guideline, not a mandatory document.  He
said that all member agencies were provided opportunities to provide input on their preferences.
Mr. Henning stated that this input was incorporated into the Plan that was developed by the
Solid Waste Advisory Committee.  He stated that a public hearing on the Plan took place on
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January 25, 2005, after which the Solid Waste Advisory Committee recommended approval of
the Plan to the Management Committee. Chairman Hutchinson thanked Mr. Henning for his
report.  He asked the Committee if there were any questions.

Mr. Cleveland asked if there was an indication of the cost per ton in 20 years.  Mr. Henning
replied that costs are likely to be much higher than now.  He added that new technology for
disposal of waste might be developed that could lessen the costs.  Mr. Cleveland asked if there
had been discussion about moving to recycling emphasis from a landfill solution.  Mr. Henning
replied that there is much interest in recycling in the region.  However, there are still residuals
after recycling and there will probably always be landfills.

Mr. Fooks requested adding Youngtown to the list of those cities utilizing the Northwest
Regional landfill.

Mr. Smith noted that MAG staff member, Brenda Day had written the document based on the
work of the Solid Waste Advisory Committee.

Ms. Ferreira moved to recommend adoption of the Draft Revision of the MAG Regional Solid
Waste Management Plan.  Mr. Ellegood seconded, and the motion carried, with Mr. Buskirk
abstaining.

8. Discussion of the Development of the FY 2006 MAG Unified Planning Work Program and
Annual Budget

Becky Kimbrough reported on the FY 2006 MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual
Budget.  She noted that the FY 2006 process has begun and this is an early overview of the
proposed new projects for the FY 2006 Work Program and draft Dues and Assessments.  She
also noted that the draft timeline has been updated to reflect changes in the production of the
budget.  Ms. Kimbrough noted that a budget workshop via videoconference has been scheduled
for Friday, February 18, 2005 at 9:00 a.m.  She said that an invitation to the workshop will be
emailed to member agencies.  Ms. Kimbrough also noted that the Intermodal Planning Group
(IPG) meeting with Federal Highway Administration, Federal Transit Administration, and
Arizona Department of Transportation has been scheduled for April 6, 2005.  She added that the
draft budget will be sent to these agencies in early March.  

Ms. Kimbrough reviewed Attachment Two, the estimated Dues and Assessments with a $350
minimum.  She noted that the proposed minimum would affect two agencies--Gila Bend and
Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation.  Ms. Kimbrough stated that the solid waste assessment will
decrease from $34,000 to $10,000 because the update to the Regional Solid Waste Plan has been
completed and its approval will be considered this month by the Regional Council.

Ms. Kimbrough then reviewed Attachment Three, FY 2006 Revenue/Expenses Sources and
Uses.  She advised that two projects will impact the budget this year–the Census Survey and the
implementation of the Regional Transportation Plan.
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Ms. Kimbrough moved to Attachment Four, which showed proposed new projects and proposed
new FTEs.  She  indicated that there are 12 new projects this year, the details of which were
shown in Attachment Five.  Ms. Kimbrough noted a request for additional FTEs to fill the need
for staff as a result of the passage of Proposition 400.  She said that staffing considerations for
implementation of the plan were included in the FY 2005 budget and a staff position to oversee
the implementation of the MAG Life Cycle Program for Arterial Streets was contingent on the
passage of Proposition 400.  Ms. Kimbrough stated that this staff position is currently being
filled.  Ms. Kimbrough stated that positions were needed to meet the transportation modeling
workload. A vacant transportation planning position was converted to a Systems Modeling
Engineer and was recently filled. She said that two positions, including an additional Systems
Modeling Engineer and a Transportation Engineer II, were discussed with the Regional Council
Executive Committee and are being recruited.  Ms. Kimbrough stated that three positions are
being requested for FY 2006.  She advised that also with the passage of Proposition 400 is the
need for a Senior Performance Monitoring Engineer to assist in collecting and analyzing
information relating to performance measurement of the Regional Transportation Plan.  The
second position is needed for a Database Administrator to maintain the many complex
socioeconomic, transportation and air quality modeling databases.  The third position is for an
ITS Safety Engineer II.  Ms. Kimbrough explained that this position is requested as a result of
transportation safety being an emphasis area that is receiving increased attention at the federal
level. She added that the federal reviewers indicated that MAG place increased focus in this
area.  Chairman Hutchinson thanked Ms. Kimbrough for her presentation and acknowledged the
timely review of the budget.  No comments from the Committee were noted.

Chairman Hutchinson recognized public comment from Mr. Crowley, who said that the Brown
Cloud Study pointed out that PM-2.5 is a problem we are not addressing.  He commented on
Human Services and the ten-year strategy on elderly friendly transit.  He asked at what age does
that start?  Mr. Crowley stated that he did not see where heavy rail is being addressed in the
Work Program.  He asked if MAG will be using the truck travel survey for what will be
happening with the CANAMEX Corridor.  Mr. Crowley commented that only $5,000 is going
for pedestrian projects out of $2 million.  He said that many of the elderly are walking or biking.
More needs to be done, not less. Chairman Hutchinson thanked Mr. Crowley for his comments.

9. 2005 Census Survey Update

Heidi Pahl updated members on the upcoming 2005 Census Survey.  She said the Census
Bureau recently informed MAG that since the original cost estimate, they have had increases in
salaries and mileage for census workers that will be hired to work on the 2005 Census Survey,
and have identified many more census blocks required for the samples.  The additional cost
identified by the Census Bureau could be between $800,000 and $1.7 million.  Ms. Pahl said that
after more meetings with census staff members, MAG staff learned that a cost increase may be
avoided.  She noted that if additional cost is incurred, the Federal Highway Administration
agreed to allow MAG to use federal funds to pay half of the increase.  

Ms. Pahl reported that in discussions with the Census Bureau to reduce costs, they agreed, for
the very first time, to accept local data for their address file.  She said that if member agencies
partner with MAG to identify new blocks and annexations and provide address lists to the
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Bureau there may be little or no cost increase.  Ms. Pahl added that any work that member
agencies and MAG do will reduce costs because it will reduce the amount of time census
workers are in the field.  In addition, if MAG acts as a conduit for the collection of the Boundary
and Annexation Surveys from the member agencies, this may expedite the work that the Census
Bureau staff will be doing for the Census Survey.

Ms. Pahl said that in order to implement the measures that will reduce the costs member
agencies need to partner with MAG.  She added that a GIS contact from each member agency
should be identified to work with MAG to supply address lists and maps to the Bureau in a
timely fashion.  If this is recognized as a high priority we can be effective in reducing the cost
increase from the Census Bureau.

Ms. Pahl stated that the City of Phoenix donated space for the Local Census Office. She said that
setup and maintenance costs for the Local Census Office could be $200,000 to $250,000.  Ms.
Pahl thanked the Phoenix staff for their assistance with setting up the office and thanked Peoria
for the donation of a fax machine.  Ms. Pahl stated that the 2005 National Census Test will be
conducted in September 2005.  She explained that the 2005 National Census Test is a survey of
a test questionnaire for the 2010 Census and will be conducted in a similar manner and at the
same time as the MAG 2005 Census Survey and could impact the MAG Survey.  She said that
member agencies could submit letters to the Census Bureau requesting that they exempt
Maricopa County from the 2005 National Census Test.

Ms. Pahl stated that the Census Bureau has begun recruiting and hiring workers for the Survey
She said that workers must be 18 years of age and pay will start at $11.50 per hour.  The
recruitment phone number is (602) 256-3225.  Although the Census Bureau has run press
releases and ads in the local media, member agencies have been asked to assist in publicizing
the recruitment of census workers.

Mr. Martinsen asked about apportionment if the costs increase. Ms. Pahl replied that the Census
Survey Oversight Subcommittee will be discussing options for distributing the costs at their
meeting on February 15.  She said that if there is a cost increase, costs may be apportioned by
using the methodology derived by the Population Options Subcommittee or by increasing the
cost by the same percentage for each member agency. She said that she would provide an update
on this at the March meeting.

Mr. Fooks asked when the workers might start using the offices.  Ms. Pahl replied that they
would start using the offices in May. She added that workers would contact the cities to set up
times when they need to schedule the offices.

Chairman Hutchinson thanked Ms. Pahl for her presentation.  He stated that he had received a
request to reconsider the consent agenda.  Mr. Cornwall moved to reconsider the consent
agenda.  Mr. Fooks seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  

George Pettit moved to recommend approval of agenda items #5A, #5B, #5D, #5E, #5F, #5G,
and #5H.  Mr. Dille seconded, and the motion carried, with Mr. Cornwall and Mr. Buskirk
abstaining.
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10. Legislative Update

Mr. Remes stated that a resolution on TEA-21 Reauthorization was included in the agenda
packet.  He said this is the same version as was approved by the Regional Council in February
2003, but adds an additional statement that requests that Congress include PM-10 in the CMAQ
allocation formula. Mr. Remes indicated that the Executive Committee would be taking action
on the resolution on February 14.

Mr. Remes then moved on to pending Arizona legislation of interest to member agencies.  He
said that support is urged for HB 2123, which reinstates a $200 million cap on annual funding
obligations incurred by the Transportation Board as part of its highway construction acceleration
program for fiscal years between 2005-2006 and 2019-2020.

Mr. Remes stated that opposition is urged for HB 2292 as it is currently written.  He said that
the bill breaks the firewalls mandated by HB 2456 by diverting light rail money to freeway
projects if light rail fails to meet the performance audit standards. Mr. Remes indicated that staff
have met with Representative Biggs and Senator Verschoor about this and understand that
House staff is making some changes.

Mr. Remes stated that opposition is urged for HB 2300, which would break out each mode of
a publicly-financed transportation plan in any municipal or county election.  He said that this bill
affects local control and also impacts integrated regional transportation.

Mr. Remes stated that opposition is urged for HB 2538, in which a business owner who loses
business because of public construction can recover damages as compensation for the loss.

Mr. Remes stated that opposition is urged for SB 1322, which adds CTOC to the notification
list for modifications proposed to the Regional Transportation Plan.

Mr. Remes stated that opposition is urged for SB 1504, in which a regional transportation plan
must be approved by a three-quarters majority of the governing bodies of each city and town
within the plan and, if funded through an excise tax, by a vote of the people.  He said that the
individual transportation modes would also be voted on separately.

Mr. Remes stated that opposition is urged for HB 2326, which repeals the in lieu fee for the
vehicle emissions testing program and air quality programs funded by the in lieu fee.  He noted
that this would eliminate funding for such programs as the Regional Rideshare Program.

Mr. Remes stated that opposition is urged for SB 1280, in which vehicles manufactured earlier
than 1980 would be fully exempt from compliance with emissions standards and the waiver
program available for pre-1981 vehicles if maximum estimated repair cost thresholds are
exceeded is deleted.  Diesels would not be exempt from full testing.  Mr. Remes commented that
this legislation would not be helpful with our air quality issues.

Mr. Remes stated that SB 1341 is being monitored.  He said that the bill expands the
requirements that DEQ establish policy statements on air quality “exceptional events” to allow
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DEQ to establish rules for same and to require that the statements or rules include provisions
exempting “naturally occurring dust events that include precipitation” from the standards for
measurable exceedances for particulate monitoring.  Mr. Remes indicated that this bill is being
held at the moment.  

Chairman Hutchinson asked staff if they would provide the amount of the in-lieu fees to the
Committee.

Mr. Fooks stated that SB 1229 will take away the right of local governments to issue franchises
to cable television and requiring a cable operator to pay the costs of repairs for damage to public
highways as a result of the construction or maintenance of the cable system.  He indicated that
he hoped this legislation would not pass and asked if it could be added to the list of bills to
monitor.

9. Comments from the Committee

An opportunity was provided for Management Committee members to present a brief summary
of current events.  The Management Committee is not allowed to propose, discuss, deliberate
or take action at the meeting on any matter in the summary, unless the specific matter is properly
noticed for legal action. 

Bryan Jungwirth stated that Valley Metro/RPTA is currently working on the Transit Life Cycle
Program.  He said that stakeholders will be meeting February 16 to review the draft document.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 1:33 p.m.

Chairman

Secretary


