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1. 

 Chairman John Abraham called the meeting to order at 10:05 AM.   
Call to Order 

 
2. 

Kurt Sharp moved, Derrick Bailey seconded and it was unanimously carried to approve 
the minutes of the meeting held on September 2, 2009. 

Approval of September 2, 2009 Meeting Minutes 

 



 
3. 

Chairman John Abraham made a call to the audience providing an opportunity to any 
members of the public to address the ITS Committee. No comments were received. 

Call to Audience 

 
4. 

Mr. Sarath Joshua addressed the following items in his report: 
Program Manager’s Report 

•  New Chair and Vice Chair - He informed the committee that the MAG Regional 
Council recently appointed Mr. John Abraham from the City of Surprise, as the new 
Chair, and Mr. Nicholaas Swart from Maricopa County as the new Vice Chair. 

•  Status of RCN Phase 1A project implementation - Mr. Joshua mentioned that an 
update from ADOT at the RCN Working Group meeting earlier that day indicated 
that the RCN fiber and conduit project has been completed. The active electronics 
project will be completed by the end of November, followed by testing.  

•    TSOP Project Update - The thirteen (13) FY2010 TSOP projects were recommended 
by Transportation Review Committee. After the approval of Management Committee 
and Regional Council, the projects will be assigned to MAG On-call consultants. 

 
5. 

Mr. Sarath Joshua reported on the latest draft of the RCN Roles and Responsibility 
Document. Faisal Saleem from Maricopa County pointed out that the RCN should 
include emergency management as a key stakeholder. Sarath clarified with Faisal that the 
emergency management component should focus on data exchanges between 
transportation management and emergency management. Mr. Nicholaas Swart from 
Maricopa County further commented that clarifications on IGAs are needed. 

RCN Roles and Responsibility Document 

 
6. 

In providing background information for this proposed project, Mr. Joshua explained that 
all ITS projects to be included in the TIP are subjected to an emissions analysis 
performed by MAG staff.  The results from the emissions analysis are reviewed by the 
MAG Air Quality Technical Advisory Committee and are then forwarded to the MAG 
technical committees for consideration during the project review and ranking processes.  
An emissions analysis is required because the ITS projects are funded with federal 
Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement (CMAQ) funds.  MAG has 
identified the need to improve the methods that are currently used to assess emissions 
reductions attributable to ITS projects.  The Texas Transportation Institute (TTI), which 
is currently serving as a subconsultant to Lee Engineering on the MAG ITS On-call 
contract, is nationally recognized for their expertise in evaluating the impact of ITS 
projects on emissions.  It is proposed that the MAG UPWP and the Annual Budget be 
amended by adding $50,000 for conducting the ITS Air Quality Evaluation project.  Mr. 
Steve Blair from Peoria asked if the results of the project can also benefit the local 
agencies.  Ms. Cathy Arthur from MAG indicated that as a result of the project, both 
MAG and its member agencies will have access to improved methods for evaluating the 
air quality benefits of the ITS projects.  Steve Blair moved, Mike Pacelli seconded and it 
was unanimously carried to recommend the amendment to the FY 2010 MAG Unified 
Planning Work Program and Annual Budget to add $50,000 for the ITS Evaluation 
project to be carried out as a MAG on-call consultant project. 

Amendment to the FY 2010 MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget 
(UPWP) to Add $50,000 to the ITS Evaluation – MAG Consultant On-Call Project 

 



7.  
Mr. Sarath Joshua informed the committee that a LRT corridor traffic signal optimization 
project for Washington Street, Central Avenue and East Valley was included in the 
FY2009 TSOP program, and the project was assigned to Lee Engineering LLC..  Due to 
recent required upgrades to the Next Phase signal software, the City of Phoenix staff have 
informed MAG that they are unable to carry out this project in the near future, and have 
requested a change of scope. Mr.Marshall Riegel from the City of Phoenix further 
explained the reasoning behind the requested change.  The City of Phoenix has requested 
committee approval to change the scope of the project to develop a Central Phoenix 
SYNCHRO Traffic Network Model.  Gus Woodman moved, Luke Albert seconded and it 
was unanimously carried to approve the request change to the TSOP project for the City 
of Phoenix. 

Project Change Request from the City of Phoenix 

 
8.  

Member Agencies were invited to make brief verbal presentations on the proposed 
projects submitted for consideration of federal funding for FY2014 TIP.  Maps and other 
graphics provided in the applications were displayed on the screen.  A total of $6,887,000 
CMAQ funding is available for programming. The total of federal funding requested by 
13 proposed ITS projects for FY 2014 is $7,464,642.  Twelve project presentations were 
made. The ITS Committee will continue the review process at the November committee 
meeting and make a recommendation to the Transportation Review Committee (TRC). 

Review of Proposed TIP FY 2014 ITS Projects 

 
9. 

Steve Blair from Peoria reported that their TMC project is moving forward, and they are 
waiting for ADOT to process a change order for the video wall.  Jerry Horacek from El 
Mirage reported that El Mirage is coordinating with Surprise on the construction of a 
signalized intersection at Dysart and Thunderbird roads. This will be one of the largest 
intersections in the West Valley. Michael Pacelli from Queen Creek mentioned that the 
town’s TMC is at the scoping stage and will be part of a project to install new fiber, 
connect ten (10) intersection signals and install a traffic signal system. Avery Rhodes of 
Glendale reported that they have launched a sports complex communications project to 
add communication links to the Cardinals Stadium and seven Dynamic Message Signs. 
Marshall Riegel mentioned that the Downtown Traffic Management System project is 
moving forward and is currently under ADOT review. Scott Nodes mentioned that 
ADOT TOC provided tours to visitors from Dubai and Saudi Arabia. Sarath Joshua asked 
the committee members to review a handout and confirm or revise their contact 
information. 

Status Reports by Committee Members on ITS Activities  

 
10. 

No Agenda Item from Committee members was received. 
Request for Future Agenda Items 

 
11. 

Next meeting date was announced at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, November 10, 2009 at the 
Tempe Transportation Center located adjacent to the ASU/Veteran’s Way LRT station.  

Next Meeting Date 

 
12. 

Chairman John Abraham adjourned the meeting at 11:20 AM. 
Adjournment 
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