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POPULATION TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

June 23, 2009
MAG Office, Saguaro Room
302 North 1st Ave, Phoenix

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE

 George Pettit, Gilbert, Chairman 
*Bryant Powell, Apache Junction
 Scott Wilken, Avondale
 Brian Rose, Buckeye
A-Ian Cordwell for Gary Neiss, Carefree
*Usama Abujbarah, Cave Creek
Sam Andrea for Jason Crampton, Chandler
*Mark Smith, El Mirage
*Eugene Schlecta, Fountain Hills
*Terry Yergan, Gila River Indian Community
Thomas Ritz, Glendale
A-Katie Wilken, Goodyear
*Gino Turrubiartes, Guadalupe
A-Sonny Culbreth, Litchfield Park

 John Verdugo for Matt Holm, Maricopa County
*Wahid Alam, Mesa
A-Molly Hood, Paradise Valley
A-Ed Boik, Peoria
 Tim Tilton, Phoenix
 Dave Williams, Queen Creek
*Bryan Meyers, Salt River Pima-Maricopa
       Indian  Community
 Harry Higgins, Scottsdale 
 Janice See, Surprise
Arlene Palisoc for Lisa Collins, Tempe
*Steve Boyle for Wickenburg
*Ann McCracken, Valley Metro
*Lloyce Robinson, Youngtown

* Not in attendance
A - Participated via audioconference

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE
Linda Bowen, Census Bureau
Peter Valenzuela, Census Bureau
Al Macias, Census Bureau
Craig Echeveste, Census Bureau
Anubhav Bagley, MAG
Jesse Ayers, MAG
Hanyi Li, MAG
Heidi Pahl, MAG
Rita Walton, MAG
Jason Howard, MAG

Jami Garrison, MAG
Kurt Cotner, MAG
Kelly Taft, MAG
Tammy Perkins, Phoenix
Max Enterline, Phoenix
Pam Nagel, ADWR
Chris DePerro, Phoenix
Shawny Ekadis, Queen Creek

1. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 10:03 a.m. by Chair George Pettit.



2. Call to the Audience

No comments were made by the audience. 

3. Approval of Meeting Minutes of April 28, 2009

Harry Higgins moved, John Verdugo seconded and it was unanimously recommended to approve the
meeting minutes of April 28, 2009.

 
4. Census 2010 Update

4a. Phoenix Complete Count Committee (CCC)

Tammy Perkins said the City of Phoenix CCC and five subcommittees, Media, Business, Minority
Outreach, Community and Schools, and Communities of Faith, have held several meetings and are now
on summer recess. The charge to the CCC is to develop and implement a public awareness education
program to inform residents about the benefits of completing and returning the 2010 Census questionnaire
and to encourage every household to participate in the effort.

Tammy Perkins distributed a city of Phoenix CCC update. She said that there are over 130 community
leaders involved and the CCC Leadership Team is meeting bi-monthly to coordinate subcommittee efforts.
The subcommittees have been meeting monthly since March. She said the subcommittees are working to
complete action plans by end of October, 2009.

Tammy Perkins said that several members of the Phoenix CCC, along with Mayor Phil Gordon,
Councilman Michael Johnson, and Councilman Michael Nowakowski, participated in a roundtable
discussion regarding the 2010 Census with U.S. Commerce Secretary Gary Locke on June 22, 2009. This
statewide invitation-only event, with over 50 Latino community leaders, was hosted by Chicanos Por La
Causa (CPLC) and the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) at the CPLC Phoenix office.
Cathy Illian, Director of the Denver Regional Office of the Census Bureau, also attended the event.

George Pettit thanked Tammy Perkins for such a comprehensive update and for all of the hard work and
leadership the city of Phoenix has been doing on Census 2010 outreach.

4b. "Count to '10" Census Outreach Group

Kelly Taft said the MAG Count to 10 Census Outreach Group met on May 14, 2009 and discussed a
number of issues. She said a main topic of the agenda was the Partner Support Program, which is a Census
Bureau program designed to provide funding assistance for outreach for active census partners. Ms. Taft
noted that at the meeting, Census Partnership Specialist Al Macias discussed the process for partners to
submit requests for what are called “micropurchases.” She said that under the Partner Support Program,
up to $2,999 can be used for products (t-shirts, water bottles, etc.) and $2,499 for services (translations,
printing, etc.). To become a census partner, partnership agreements must be signed with the Census
Bureau. Cities can have more than one partnership agreement among different city departments. Ms. Taft
said that micropurchase requests must be submitted through the Partnership Specialist.

Kelly Taft noted that there are two pots of money to be allocated. She said the first pot will be distributed
at the end of the federal fiscal year, September 30, 2009. The deadline for applying for money from the



first program is August 15, 2009. However, applications are being accepted now and agencies are
encouraged to get requests in now because once the money is gone, it’s gone. She stated that the second
pot will be available at the start of the new fiscal year, October 1, 2009. The deadline for applications for
that money is December 15, 2009. Ms. Taft explained that there are ten states competing for the money,
so communities will need to be able to articulate how the project will increase participation in the census.

Kelly Taft said that  at the May meeting the Count to ‘10 Group also discussed the need for Questionnaire
Assistance Centers (QACs). She explained that QACs are designed to provide a resource to people
responding to the Census questionnaires. She said these are places that people can go to ask questions
regarding the census and are typically open during non-business hours from mid-March through mid-May
2010.  She noted that the Census Bureau is reaching out to partners to provide space. QACs would be
staffed by census staff, or partner organization staff that has been approved and hired by the census. Kelly
Taft informed that she emailed the specifications for these centers to the communication representatives,
and announced that she had extra copies of the requirements for QAC space available.

Kelly Taft said that another issue discussed at the May 2009 meeting was concern regarding how to count
“snowbirds” or seasonal residents. Ms. Taft stated that Mr. Macias reported that under the “residence
rule,” primary residence is determined by where you “live and sleep most of the time,” which is stated in
the questionnaire instructions. He noted that if snowbirds spend an equal amount of time in Arizona and
at their other home, but are here on April 1st, they should be counted in Arizona. However, if the snowbird
spends the majority of the year somewhere else but are living here on April 1st, they should be counted
in the alternate location. 

Kelly Taft said that to assist cities and member agencies in identifying areas where they might want to
target outreach efforts, MAG is able to provide maps at the census tract level of the response rate from
Census 2000. In addition, MAG has found some helpful information on the Census website that includes
a “hard-to-count” score based on about a dozen variables and MAG information staff is putting together
an interactive map that should be available next month.

Kelly Taft discussed the two Census brochures. She said one brochure is targeted to immigrants and the
other one to the rest of the Valley community. She said the purpose of the brochure is to encourage
participation by communicating the benefits of the census and why it is so important to residents and
communities. She said the primary targets of the brochure would be the general public, assimilated
Hispanics, and non-assimilated Hispanics. The method of distribution for the brochure is expected to be
through special events, city offices, town halls, businesses, media, churches, and nonprofits, who would
be utilized to distribute the brochure to emphasize confidentiality and the importance of filling out the
census and turning it in.

Craig Echeveste, Partnership Specialist with the US Census Bureau, informed the Committee that the
Partnership Support Program is also open to community organizations as long as they sign the Partnership
agreement and have taken some action to show support of Census 2010 outreach efforts. Mr. Echeveste
clarified that the $2499 is part of the $2999, they are not two separate pots of money.

Brian Rose asked if the Census Bureau is still accepting Partnership Applications. Craig Echeveste replied
yes.



4c. Phoenix Local Census Office Operations

Linda Bowen, Early Local Census Office (ELCO) Manager, provided an update on the operations and
activities of the ELCO. This included a summary on address canvassing, and preparations for group
quarters validation. Ms. Bowen thanked member agencies for their assistance with getting information
for gated communities for address canvassing. George Pettit said that having the ELCO Census staff
participate in MAG POPTAC meetings helps the member agencies help the Census Bureau.

Peter Valenzuela provided an explanation on the Track Action Plan (TAP) to identify Hard to Count
(HTC) areas throughout the US. He stated that there is a score that identifies a census tract as HTC. He
said approximately 46 percent of census tracts have been identified as HTC. He said the TAP should be
completed by end of August 2009. 

Brian Rose asked if TAP data is available to member agencies. Rita Walton mentioned that HTC data and
criteria are available on the Internet. She said she would provide the web site link. Ms. Walton said MAG
placed the HTC census tracts for Maricopa County on the MAG interactive web site.  Tim Tilton said he
has been in contact with Census Bureau staff who informed him that they will be using 2005-2007
American Community Survey (ACS) data with different variables for identifying HTC areas for 2010. He
said this data will be shared with cities and towns.

4d. Timeline

Heidi Pahl explained that MAG staff is monitoring and working with the Census Bureau to ensure MAG
member agencies are aware of and meet any Census deadlines. She referred members to Attachment One
for a draft Census 2010 timeline. Ms. Pahl reviewed the key dates on the timeline. She mentioned that the
Denver Census Bureau staff have been invited to attend the July MAG POPTAC meeting to discuss the
new construction program and the Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA) appeals process. 

Heidi Pahl said that Participant Statistical Areas Programs (PSAP) materials could begin flowing to
member agencies as early as July 2009 but most likely will not be available until fall or winter. She added
that LUCA materials should be sent to MAG member agencies for review anytime between September
and the end of this year. Ms. Pahl noted that the timeline has been enhanced to include some additional
tasks and due dates for the New Construction program.

Heidi Pahl said she also added the Census Bureau Boundary Validation Program (BVP) to the timeline.
Ms. Pahl explained the BVP. She noted she would e-mail a revised timeline with new dates for the BVP.

4e. Release of 2010 Census Data Products

Jami Garrison said that Attachment Two includes two draft Census Bureau documents related to the
release of 2010 products. She said Attachment Two A is a comparison of the 2010 Census data products
plan to Census 2000 data products. Attachment Two B is a timeline of when Census 2010 data products
will be released and at what level of geography.



5. Arizona Department (ADOC) of Commerce Update

Anubhav Bagley said the Council of Technical Solutions was established by the new State Demographer
at the Arizona Department of Commerce (ADOC) in February 2009. This group created by Executive
Order 2009-1, meets every month to discuss technical issues as related to population data, methods and
processes. 

Mr. Bagley provided an update on the progress of population estimates, projections, data collection by
ADOC for the 2009 population estimates, and  possible Census 2010 support.

Mr. Bagley said that ADOC, in support of Census 2010, was working on a review of addresses at the State
level and if any city or town wants to send MAG their address list, MAG will send it to the State to assist
in the State’s review of the Master Address File.  George Pettit mentioned that since all member agencies
participated in LUCA, a State review may be redundant.

6. Job Center Survey Update

Jason Howard said MAG has completed the 2009 job center survey of member agencies. He thanked
member agencies for their responsiveness to the survey. He provided a summary of findings from the
updated job center survey. He distributed a map of new job center boundaries that reflect updates
submitted to MAG as part of the job center survey.

George Pettit asked when the job center information would be available on the MAG web site. Jason
Howard replied that it would take about a month. Rita Walon added that MAG can place a PDF of the job
center map on the MAG web site so a jurisdiction can zoom into their area to see the job centers.

7. Updated MAG Land Use Code and Match with Member Agency Land Use Codes

Kurt Cotner said that MAG staff maintains three regional land use datasets – General Plan of all member
agencies, known development plans, and existing land use. He said as part of these land use datasets a
common land use code that is applied to all the datasets is needed. He noted that MAG staff have recently
updated the MAG land use codes. He referred POPTAC members to Attachment Three. Also, to maintain
the regional General Plan dataset a land use conversion table for each member agency is needed. He said
the draft 2009 MAG land use codes, and the conversion table between the member agency code to MAG
land use code, have been sent for review to POPTAC. He asked that all member agencies send any
comments to him by July 17, 2009. Mr. Cotner said the next step is to develop a mixed use lookup table.

8. Data Collection Efforts and Timeline

Jason Howard said that ongoing data collection efforts include land use information such as General Plan
amendments and development projects. He noted that the land use data collected are used in preparing
socioeconomic projections and conducting regional analysis.  MAG sent information on land use
documents submitted to MAG from January 1, 2008 to March 19, 2009 to jurisdictions for their review
and comment and feedback. He thanked those that provided feedback and reminded those that have yet
to respond to send any comments to MAG as soon as possible. 

Heidi Pahl referred POPTAC members to Attachment Four for a non-Census schedule for the collection
of data for the next 6 months.



9. Collection of Public Employment Data

Jami Garrison said that in the fall of 2008 MAG requested member agency public employment
information from each agency to enhance the MAG Employer database. She said since MAG began
requesting this data in 2007, the public employment data has been greatly enhanced. She noted that in July
2009 MAG will request assistance in collecting member agency public employment data.

10. Preparation for 2012 Socioeconomic Projections – AZ-SMART

Anubhav Bagley said that for the past two years, MAG staff have been working on the development of
the next generation of socioeconomic model: Arizona’s Socioeconomic Modeling Analysis and Reporting
Toolset (AZ-SMART). He said Phase I of the tool was completed in 2008 and is currently being tested.
Mr. Bagley gave a presentation on AZ-SMART with details on the model, data needs, current status, and
future steps.

11. Regional Updates

George Pettit said Gilbert is beginning the update of their General Plan to be completed by their General
Election in November 2011.

Dave Williams encouraged all member agencies to closely monitor foreclosure data as Forbes magazine
printed inaccurate data for Queen Creek’s foreclosure rates.

George Pettit announced that Tim Tilton is retiring and this will be Mr. Tilton’s final POPTAC meeting.
On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Pettit expressed his appreciation for Mr. Tilton’s commitment to
POPTAC and particularly noted Mr. Tilton’s role as the Chair of the POPTAC Ad Hoc Subcommittee.
He also mentioned that Harry Higgins is planning to retire in September 2009.

12. Next Meeting of MAG POPTAC

George Pettit said the next meeting of the MAG POPTAC is scheduled for Tuesday, July 28, 2009 at
10:00 a.m. 

13. Adjournment

There being no further business, the MAG POPTAC adjourned at 11:20 a.m.


