September 7, 2007

TO: 

MAG Human Services Technical Committee
FROM: 
Steven Howland, MAG Human Services Intern
Subject: 
Resource Assessment Project

This memorandum is provided as an update on the Resource Assessment Project as I will be unable to attend the meeting on September 20, 2007. My first assignment was to research free/reduced lunch program information. Per feedback received from the MAG Human Services Technical Committee, I took a sample of four school districts to assess how well it may work as an indicator for poverty. After completing the research on those school districts, I found that the free/reduced lunch numbers were not comparable to the poverty levels reported in the 2000 Census. 
Many of the school districts were giving free/reduced lunch to over a third of their students. Some were giving free/reduced lunch out to nearly three quarters of their students, while the city had a poverty rate of less than 10 percent. One city even had a poverty rate of close to 15 percent. This demonstrated that free/reduced lunch was not a good indicator for poverty on its own. I did, however, find an interesting trend that as the population of the schools on the outskirts grew the free/reduced lunch recipients went down and those in the inner-city schools went up.
My second assignment included meeting with MAG staff Don Worley and Jeff Romine to discuss other possible indicators for poverty. After presenting my findings on the free/reduced lunch program, Mr. Romine suggested that it could be used as an indicator if combined with other indicators and to use a point scale to indicate poverty. He recommended using data on check cashing stores, crime data, TANF data, and housing prices as other indicators for poverty. He suggested that the free/reduced lunch data could be substituted for the TANF data if we were unable to get the information for TANF. For disability and elderly data he suggested contacting direct service providers, Meals on Wheels, and special transit services. 

Since that meeting I have completed data collection by zip code for free/reduced lunch, crime, check cashing businesses, and housing sale prices. DES has indicated they will provide the number of people on TANF by zip code to MAG by September 14, 2007. I am in the process of contacting older adult service providers to obtain data from them. It was also recently suggested to look into foreclosure rates as an additional indicator, so I will begin working on that as well. 
I have started calculating the five point scale for the indicators with complete data. This numbering system will help determine the need in each area and can be compared with the current services in place to find which areas have either too much, adequate, or not enough service delivery. 
If you have any questions or suggestions, I may be reached at showland@mag.maricopa.gov or at (602) 254-6300 on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. I look forward to your feedback on this project.
