
Maricopa Association of Governments 
Sustainable Communities Planning Grant Program Summary 

 
Agency: Office of Sustainable Housing and Communities, Office of the Deputy Secretary, U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development 

Purpose of Grant:

 

 To support multi-jurisdictional regional planning efforts that integrate housing, 
economic development, and transportation decision-making in a manner that empowers 
jurisdictions to consider the interdependent challenges of economic growth, social equity and 
environmental impact simultaneously.   

Funding Categories
(1) Funding to support the preparation of Regional Plans for Sustainable Development that address 
housing, economic development, transportation, and environmental quality in an integrated fashion 
where such plans do not currently exist;  

:  

(2) Funding to support the preparation of more detailed execution plans and programs to implement 
existing regional sustainable development plans (that address housing, economic development, 
transportation, and environmental quality in an integrated fashion); and  
(3) Implementation funding to support regions that have regional sustainable development plans and 
implementation strategies in place and need support for a catalytic project or program that 
demonstrates commitment to and implementation of the broader plan. 
 
Maximum Funding Level:
 

 $5,000,000 for large metropolitan areas 

Match Requirement:

 

 20 percent of the overall costs of the projects awarded under this grant will 
include leveraged funding from other public, philanthropic and private sources including in-kind 
contributions. 

Other Funding Available

 

: Separate NOFAs will be released for $2,000,000 for technical assistance to 
assist awardees with implementation and $40,000,000 for Community Planning Challenge Grants 
Program. 

1. Provide more transportation choices: Develop safe, reliable and economical transportation choices 
to decrease household transportation costs, reduce the nation's dependence on foreign oil, improve air 
quality, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and promote public health.  

Livability Principles: 

2. Promote equitable, affordable housing: Expand location- and energy-efficient housing choices for 
people of all ages, incomes, races and ethnicities to increase mobility, and lower the combined cost 
of housing and transportation.  
3. Enhance economic competitiveness: Improve economic competitiveness through reliable and 
timely access to employment centers, educational opportunities, services, and other basic needs by 
workers as well as expanded business access to markets.  
4. Support existing communities: Target federal funding toward existing communities - through such 
strategies as transit-oriented, mixed-use development and land recycling - to increase community 
revitalization, improve the efficiency of public works investments, and safeguard rural landscapes.  
5. Coordinate policies and leverage investment: Align federal policies and funding to remove 
barriers to collaboration, leverage funding, and increase the accountability and effectiveness of all 



levels of government to plan for future growth, including making smart energy choices such as 
locally generated renewable energy.   
6. Value communities and neighborhoods: Enhance the unique characteristics of all communities by 
investing in healthy, safe, and walkable neighborhoods—rural, urban, or suburban. 
 
Requirements for Regional Plans for Sustainable Development
1. Identifies housing, transportation, economic development, land use, environmental, energy, green 
space and water infrastructure priorities and goals in a region.  

: 

2. Establishes locally-appropriate performance goals and measures the future outcomes of baseline 
and alternative growth and reinvestment scenarios against those goals, and includes standardized 
metrics developed by the partnership.  
3. Provides strategies for meeting those priorities and goals.  
4. Prioritizes projects that facilitate the implementation of the regional plan; and identifies 
responsible implementing entities (public or private) and funding sources. 
5. Engages residents and stakeholders substantively in the development of the shared vision and its 
implementation plan early and throughout the process.  
 
Timeline
May 2010: tentative date for release of Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) 

: 

May 14, 2010: Stakeholder group meeting at 9:30 a.m. in the Cholla room 

May 17, 2010: MAG Executive Committee discussion about MAG’s degree of involvement 

To be determined: Additional meetings with community partners 

July 2010: tentative deadline for grant submission 

September 2010: tentative announcement of awards 

 
 
 


