BIG HAIRY AUDACIOUS GOALS (BHAGs) FOR THE MAG REGION

The following “big, hairy, audacious goals” were developed in breakout sections during the regional forum. Organizations are encouraged to further explore these goals and develop ideas for their implementation.

· By 2015, this region will be the premier center for knowledge-based employment, coupled with creating a top ten “kindergarten-through-PhD” educational system.

· By 2015, we will become a premier state for attracting environmental technologies in science that will improve our air, water, and energy; also, that we would be able to export these technologies throughout the world.

· Starting now, we need to strengthen our relationship with Mexico to strengthen our economy and our region, as part of the emerging “Nuevo Americano” economy.

· By 2015, we will have 100-percent reuse from all effluents, including waters for potable sources from reclamation facilities. This will ensure no discharges of water from the Valley metro area. Reuse of wastewater sent to Palo Verde will be included in the “no discharge” philosophy. Drought protection will be the result.

· By 2015, we will provide educational services that will result in a highly skilled and educated workforce that will serve as a major attraction to industry.

· By 2015, we will have consolidated school districts, putting savings into teachers by giving them starting salaries of $50,000, professional development opportunities, and the latitude to treat different kids differently. 

· We want to recognize and respect the dual language ability of our students and, at the same time, retool education from a standard-based philosophy, in order to develop students who can think critically, thereby meeting workforce and industry needs.

· By 2015, we will move into the top 10 states in the U.S. for overall student achievement in our preschool-through-20 education system. We will explore regional coordination, including organizational issues, to accomplish this BHAG.

· Because of serious property crime in Maricopa County, Arizona is the number one crime state. By 2015 we no longer want to be the #1 state for crime, but to be in the bottom half of states for reportable crimes.

· By 2015, we will be Utopia, particularly as it relates to knowledge-based economy, achieved by concentration on results in our kindergarten-through-12 education system, especially in the areas of math and science. We will continue with efforts we’ve made to minimize impacts of growth on education.

· By 2015, all housing will be of universal design, with successful incentives to create infill and truly affordable housing that considers infrastructure costs, travel time to employment centers, and quality of life costs such as education. Universal design is design that can be used by people of all abilities and ages, including individuals with special needs.

· By 2015, we will become a globally renowned center for smart, master-planned environmental growth, by investing in the education of our population, resulting in a better quality of life and increasing per capita incomes.

· By 2015, we will develop sustainable communities where residents live, play, work and learn. Air quality and quality of life will be improved. Sustainable communities will be developed by well-dispersed job centers, so that workers do not have more than a 10-minute commute.

· By 2020, restore the natural beauty of Arizona experienced by the pioneer families of Arizona, by bringing back the Salt and Agua Fria rivers, and having a green philosophy in buildings to lower the nighttime temperatures in Arizona.

