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A Global Responsibility: 
If we can’t work it out here who can?

“We assume a collective 
responsibility to advance and 
strengthen the interdependent 
and mutually reinforcing pillars of 
sustainable development — 
economic development, social 
development and environmental 
protection — at local, regional, 
and global levels.”

Johannesburg DeclarationJohannesburg Declaration 
on Sustainable Developmenton Sustainable Development





 
Convened by ASU’s Global Institute of 
Sustainability in summer of 2008



 
Comprised of local municipal sustainability 
practitioners



 
Created to:
-Network together local sustainability professionals
-Identify questions, opportunities and possible 

solutions 
-Foster community and regional sustainability progress
-Enable ASU to lend expertise and to play role in local 

solutions
-Identify sustainability practices unique to our desert 

environment



.

City of Mesa
City of Phoenix

Sustain Lane 08 City Sustainability Rankings

In green ranking, Phoenix slips below …. 
Detroit   The Arizona Republic 9-23-08



What Is Most Critical to Advance 
Sustainability

Technology Research & Scientific
Understanding

Individual Behavior

Collective
Action



Steering Committee
City of Apache Junction – George Hoffman

City of Chandler – Jennifer Morrison
City of El Mirage – Scott Chesney

City of Glendale – Jo Miller
City of Maricopa – Nicole Dailey

City of Mesa – Scott Bouchie
City of Peoria – Chris Jacques

City of Phoenix – Tammy Perkins
City of Scottsdale – Andrew Kocisky
City of Tempe – Bonnie Richardson

ASU Partners
Herberger Center for Design Research

Stardust Center for Affordable Homes & The Family



Bringing Science to Practice, Bringing Science to Practice, 
and the Practical to Scienceand the Practical to Science

Green 
Building

Economic 
Development Climate Change

Waste ManagementRenewable Energy

Purchasing
Facility Operations

Air Quality

Water Sustainability

Transportation Conservation

Planning for Growth

Environmental Management

Education

Community Services

Solar Technology



Inaugural Kickoff Meeting–February 25, 2009 
Kickoff Meeting Participants

City of Apache Junction 
City of Avondale
Town of Buckeye
City of Chandler
City of El Mirage
Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation
Town of Fountain Hills
Town of Gila Bend
Gila River Indian Community
City of Glendale
City of Goodyear
League of Cities & Towns

City of Maricopa 
Maricopa County
MAG
City of Mesa
Town of Paradise Valley
City of Peoria
City of Phoenix
Town of Queen Creek
City of Scottsdale
Salt River Pima Maricopa 

Indian Community
City of Tempe



Identified Network Priorities

1.
 
Information Sharing and Capacity 

 Building
2.

 
Staff Development and Education

3.
 
Coordination and Cooperation

4.
 
Sustainability Branding, Leadership and 

 Policy
5.

 
Applied Research



Current SCN Activities

• Monthly meetings of Workgroups – Solar 
Technology & Best Practices

• All Network meetings – 3X/year
• Development of Best Practices database
• Provide speakers/info on solar technology and 

related topics
• Create a boilerplate solar PPA for SCN 

participants
• Currently a conduit for stimulus proposal 

information



Image: Venn diagram illustrating the path to sustainable development.



.
SCN Best Practices Categories

1. Economic Development
2. Green Building
3. Land Use & Planning
4. Transportation & Circulation
5. Governance
6. Management & Leadership
7. Social Services
8. Energy and Energy Efficiency
9. Environmental Management
10. Water and Wastewater
11. Waste Management



SCN Website 
www.sustainablecities.asu.edu



SCN Network/Meeting Information



Current SCN Participant List

Apache Junction 
Avondale
Buckeye
Carefree
Cave Creek
Chandler
El Mirage
Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation
Fountain Hills
Gila Bend
Gila River Indian Community
Gilbert
Glendale
Goodyear
Litchfield Park

Maricopa 
Maricopa County
MAG
Mesa
Paradise Valley
Peoria
Phoenix
Queen Creek
Salt River Pima Maricopa Indian 

Community
Scottsdale
Tempe
Tolleson
Wickenburg
Youngtown



“Meeting the needs of present generations,
while not compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own needs.”

-United Nations: Our Common Future: The Report of the World Commission 
on Environment and Development.  (aka the Brundtland Report) 1987



.

Sustainable Cities Network

Anne Reichman, Program Manager
anne.reichman@asu.edu

480480--965965--21682168
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