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The storage or equipment spaces that are located underfloor or in attics would require lighting fixtures 
and shall be installed based on section E3903.4 of the 2012 International Residential Code (IRC). Some 
MAG jurisdictions have interpreted that under-stair spaces are to be considered as “underfloor” spaces 
and have required the installation of luminaires in such locations. The Committee has determined that 
the intent of the code is to require luminaires in storage spaces that are truly underfloor, namely crawl 
spaces only. 
 
The Committee recommends that storage space located under stairs not be considered as underfloor 
spaces requiring lighting for the sake of consistency throughout Maricopa County.  
 
The original effective date of this recommendation was July 1, 2006. 
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