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Why is pedestrian safety and accessibility 
important? 
Too many people who walk are dying on our roadways

Pedestrians now account for a larger proportion of traffic 
fatalities (16%) than they have in the past 33 years

Photo Credit: GHSA 

2



NHTSA October 22, 2019 Press Release
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• 2018 – 2.4% decline overall fatalities 
• 913 lives saved 
• 2018 - 36,560 people died
• 2017 - 37,473 people died

• People who walk - more than 3.4% increase 
• 6,283 – deaths
• most deaths since 1990



What is “Every Day Counts”(EDC)?
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State-based model to identify and rapidly 
deploy proven but underutilized innovations to:
shorten the project delivery process
enhance roadway safety
reduce congestion 
improve environmental sustainability

EDC Rounds:  two year cycles
 STEP Round 5 (2019-2020)
 STEP Round 4 (2017-2018)
 Road Diets Round 3 (2015-2016)



Why STEP?
• Over 72% of pedestrian fatalities occur at non-

intersection locations (mid-block)

• Roughly 27% of pedestrian fatalities occur at 
intersections (with more at uncontrolled)
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32 States / US 
Territories
adopted STEP

AK
AR
AZ
CO
CT
FL
GA
IA
ID
IL
IN
KY
LA
MA
MD
ME

MO
MT
NC
ND
NE
NH
NJ
NM
PR
RI
TN
UT 
VA
VI
WI
WV



Guide for Improving Pedestrian Safety at Uncontrolled 
Crossing Locations 
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https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/ped_bike/step/docs/STEP_Guide_for_Improving_Ped_Safety_at_Unsig_Loc_3-2018_07_17-508compliant.pdf

https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/ped_bike/step/docs/STEP_Guide_for_Improving_Ped_Safety_at_Unsig_Loc_3-2018_07_17-508compliant.pdf
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• Crosswalk Visibility Enhancements
• Raised Crosswalks
• Pedestrian Refuge Island
• Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon (RRFB)
• Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon (PHB)
• Road Diets
• Leading Pedestrian Interval (LPI)

The Spectacular Seven
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Technical Services Available through EDC5
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• STEP Workshops
• Road Safety Audits/Assessments
• Scan Tours
• Peer Exchange 
• Conference Presentations  
• STEP Action Plans
• Pedestrian Systemic Analysis 

assistance
Arkansas – Tennessee Scan Tour

Source:  FHWA



Questions
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