
July 10, 2012

TO: Members of the MAG Regional Council Executive Committee

FROM: Mayor Marie Lopez Rogers, City of Avondale, Chair

SUBJECT: MEETING NOTIFICATION AND TRANSMITTAL OF TENTATIVE AGENDA FOR
  THE MAG REGIONAL COUNCIL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Monday, July 16, 2012 - 12:00 noon
MAG Office, Suite 200 - Ironwood Room
302 North 1  Avenue, Phoenixst

A meeting of the MAG Regional Council Executive Committee has been scheduled for the time and
place noted above.  Members of the Committee may attend the meeting either in person or by
telephone conference. 

Please park in the garage under the building.  Bring your ticket to the meeting, parking will be
validated.  For those using transit, the Regional Public Transportation Authority will provide transit
tickets for your trip.  For those using bicycles, please lock your bicycle in the bike rack in the garage.

Pursuant to Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), MAG does not discriminate on the
basis of disability in admissions to or participation in its public meetings.  Persons with a disability may
request a reasonable accommodation, such as a sign language interpreter, by contacting Denise
McClafferty at the MAG office.  Requests should be made as early as possible to allow time to
arrange the accommodation.

If you have any questions regarding the Executive Committee agenda items, please contact me at
480-350-8221.  For MAG staff, please contact Dennis Smith, MAG Executive Director, at (602) 254-
6300. 



MAG EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
TENTATIVE AGENDA

JULY 16, 2012

COMMITTEE ACTION REQUESTED
1. Call to Order

The meeting of the Executive Committee will be
called to order.

2. Call to the Audience

An opportunity will be provided to members of
the public to address the Executive Committee on
items not scheduled on the agenda that fall under
the jurisdiction of MAG, or on items on the
agenda for discussion but not for action. 
Members of the public will be requested not to
exceed a three-minute time period for their
comments.  A total of 15 minutes will be provided
for the Call to the Audience agenda item, unless
the Executive Committee requests an exception
to this limit.  Please note that those wishing to
comment on action agenda items will be given an
opportunity at the time the item is heard. 

2. Information and discussion.

3. Approval of the May 14, 2012 Executive
Committee Meeting Minutes

3. Approval of the May 14, 2012 Executive
Committee meeting minutes.

4. MAG 3-1-1 Business Plan Committee Vice Chair
Appointment

On July 22, 2009, the MAG Regional Council

approved the MAG Committee Operating Policies

and Procedures.  Officer appointments for technical

and other policy committees, with exception of the

MAG Regional Council, Transportation Policy

Committee, and Management Committee, will be

made by the MAG Executive Committee and are

eligible for two-year terms.

As of June 15, 2012, the position of Vice Chair of
the 3-1-1 Business Plan Committee has been
vacant.  Jane Morris from the City of Phoenix
retired after many years of public service.  On
June 19, 2012, MAG staff sent a notice to the

Management Committee, the MAG 3-1-1 Business

Plan Committee, and the Intergovernmental

4. Approval of the MAG 3-1-1 Business Plan
Committee Vice Chair appointment.
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Representatives to solicit letters of interest for the 

MAG 3-1-1 Business Plan Committee Vice Chair

position.  A copy of the letter received requesting

consideration for the Vice Chair position is

included.  Please refer to the enclosed material.

5. MAG Intelligent Transportation Systems
Committee Vice Chair Appointment

On July 22, 2009, the MAG Regional Council

approved the MAG Committee Operating Policies

and Procedures.  Officer appointments for technical

and other policy committees, with exception of the

MAG Regional Council, Transportation Policy

Committee, and Management Committee, will be

made by the MAG Executive Committee and are

eligible for two-year terms.

In April 2012, the Vice Chair position for the MAG

Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) Committee 

became vacant.  Kurt Sharp from the Town of

Gilbert was assigned to other duties at the Town of

Gilbert that prevented him from representing the

town on MAG technical committees.  MAG staff

sent a notice to the Management Committee, the

ITS Committee, and the Intergovernmental

Representatives to solicit letters of interest for the 

ITS Vice Chair position.  Copies of the letters

received and a table identifying individuals

requesting consideration for the Vice Chair position

have been included.  Please refer to the enclosed

material.

5. Approval of the Intelligent Transportation Systems
(ITS) Committee Vice Chair appointment.

6. Appointments of the MAG Economic
Development Committee Member Agency
Positions

On October 27, 2010, the MAG Regional
Council approved the composition of the MAG
Economic Development Committee (EDC).  The
composition includes twelve MAG member
agency positions that have one-year terms with
possible reappointment by recommendation of
the Executive Committee and approval of the
MAG Regional Council.  Due to the prescribed

6. Information, discussion and recommendation to
approve the appointments of the Economic
Development Committee (EDC) member agency
positions.
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seats, such as the Transportation Policy
Committee Chair and Vice Chair in June each
year, appointments of the EDC member agency
positions will occur annually at the July MAG
Regional Council meeting.  On June 28, 2012, a
memorandum was sent to the MAG Regional
Council members soliciting nominations for the
member agency positions on the EDC. The
Executive Committee is requested to recommend
the EDC member agency positions.  Please refer
to the enclosed material.

7. Followup to the Border Resolution and Next
Steps

In December 2011, elected officials and staff
participated in trips to the Arizona ports of entry in
Nogales and San Luis.  The purpose of these trips
was to better understand the challenges facing
freight movement to and from Mexico and
Arizona.  As a result of these trips, a resolution of
support for Arizona’s borders was signed by each
Metropolitan Planning Organization and Council of
Governments in Arizona.  In addition, the August
2012 League of Arizona Cities and Towns
Conference will have a session to discuss the
importance of trade between Arizona and Mexico. 
In addition to the League event, the U.S.
Commerce Department is proposing a Phoenix
metro area Round-Table on border and trade
issues on September 26 following its national
conference taking place at Fiesta Resort
Conference Center in Tempe.  Please refer to the
enclosed material.

7. Information, discussion and input on next steps.

8. Letter of Support for XpressWest High Speed Rail

MAG is a founding member of the Western High
Speed Rail Alliance and is participating in the
Federal Railroad Administration's (FRA) project to
examine the market potential for a high speed rail
network in the west. The preliminary analysis has
found that the Phoenix - Los Angeles corridor has
strong ridership potential. On Friday, July 6, 2012,

8. Information, discussion and possible action to
authorize the MAG Executive Director to prepare
and transmit a letter of support for the Xpress
West project.
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the California Legislature approved funding for the
first section of the California High Speed Rail
system with the first 131 mile section linking
Madera and Bakersfield in central California.
XpressWest, formerly known as Desert Express,
is in the final steps of the process to plan and build
a high speed rail link from Victorville, California, to
Las Vegas, Nevada.  This would be the first high
speed rail service in the western United States. All
of the necessary approvals have been received
with the only remaining step is the approval of a
loan from the Railroad Rehabilitation and
Improvement Financing program (RRIF). If
received this summer, final design would start
toward the end of 2012, construction would
begin in 2013 and service would begin by 2018.
XpressWest has requested that MAG provide a
letter of support for the Victorville to Las Vegas
segment.  The Utah Transit Authority (UTA) and
the Los Angeles Metropolitan Transportation
Authority (LAMTA) have provided letters of
support.  This line is viewed as the first segment of
a building high speed rail network in the
Southwest.

9. Request for Future Agenda Items

Topics or issues of interest that the Executive
Committee would like to have considered for
discussion at a future meeting will be requested.

9. Information and discussion.

10. Comments from the Committee

An opportunity will be provided for the Executive
Committee members to present a brief summary
of current events.  The Executive Committee is
not allowed to propose, discuss, deliberate or
take action at the meeting on any matter in the
summary, unless the specific matter is properly
noticed for legal action.

10. Information.

Adjournment
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MINUTES OF THE
MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

MAG REGIONAL COUNCIL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
May 14, 2012

MAG Offices, Ironwood Room
302 N. 1  Avenue, Phoenix, Arizonast

MEMBERS ATTENDING

Mayor Hugh Hallman, Tempe, Chair 
Mayor Marie Lopez-Rogers, Avondale,
    Vice Chair
Mayor Scott Smith, Mesa, Treasurer
Mayor W.J. “Jim” Lane, Scottsdale

Mayor Michael LeVault, Youngtown
Mayor Thomas L. Schoaf, Litchfield Park,
    Past Chair
Mayor Greg Stanton, Phoenix

* Not present
# Participated by video or telephone conference call

1. Call to Order

The Executive Committee meeting was called to order by Chair Hallman at 12:09 p.m.

Chair Hallman stated that public comment cards were available for those members of the public
who wish to comment. Transit tickets were available from Valley Metro for those using transit
to come to the meeting. Parking validation was available from MAG staff for those who parked
in the parking garage.

2. Call to the Audience

Chair Hallman stated that according to the MAG public comment process, members of the
audience who wish to speak are requested to fill out the public comment cards. He stated that
there is a three-minute time limit. Public comment is provided at the beginning of the meeting
for items that are not on the agenda that are within the jurisdiction of MAG, or non-action agenda
items that are on the agenda for discussion or information only. Chair Hallman noted that no
public comment cards had been received.

3. Approval of the April 16, 2012 Executive Committee Meeting Minutes

Mayor Lane moved to approve the April 16, 2012 Regional Council Executive Committee
meeting minutes.  Mayor Smith seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.
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4. Draft Federal Exceptional Events Reform Legislation

Ms. Bauer informed the committee that on April 12, 2012, staff from Representative Flake’s
office had a meeting at MAG and shared a two page summary of draft legislation called “The
Commonsense Legislative Exceptional Events Reform Act of 2012" (The CLEER Act of 2012),
which involves exceptional events reform.  She noted this draft legislation includes a ninety day
deadline for EPA to take action from when they received the documentation, with the option of
requesting a ninety day extension.  She stated that in the draft legislation there would also be an
appeals process for EPA’s decisions on exceptional events.  Ms. Bauer stated this draft legislation
was introduced on May 8, 2012.  

Ms. Bauer stated that MAG’s Washington legal counsel prepared an analysis of the draft
legislation and found that although this legislation does streamline the EPA approval process, it
does not streamline the documentation that states have to submit for exceptional events.  She
added MAG legal counsel provided suggestions, which included statutory definitions of natural
and high wind events, the need for EPA to take into account that some areas receive very little
rain and have stagnant conditions and dust storms, and to also make it clear that the streamlining
applies to the documentation itself. 

Ms. Bauer added that the Chair of MAG Regional Council also suggested to make it permissive
to allow the states to make the determination.  This means that  EPA could defer to the states. 
She noted since that time, staff determined that the legislation had already been introduced, and
according to Representative Flake’s staff, they did not want to offer an amendment at this point
in time.  Ms. Bauer stated Representative Flake has been very helpful and testified in Congress
regarding exceptional events.  Ms. Bauer noted that this proposed legislation is different than the
legislation the committee has seen in the past. 

Chair Hallman asked if there were any comments or questions.  There were none.

Chair Hallman stated he has a call into Representative Flake’s office to see if they would consider
the amendment.  He noted that the current pending legislation will be helpful, however, the
amendment would streamline the documentation requirement.

Mayor Lane agreed that the legislation should include the streamlining of documentation.

Mayor Levault stated he would like to see the MAG legislation move forward and asked what the 
timing is in regards to passing the current legislation.  Ms. Bauer stated she would contact
Representative Flake’s office to get the deadlines.

5. Approval of the Draft FY 2013 MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget and
Member Dues and Assessments

Becky Kimbrough, MAG Fiscal Services Manager, stated the Draft FY 2013 MAG Unified
Planning Work Program and Annual Budget was first presented in January, with incremental
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pieces added each month through May. She added she is requesting approval of the resolution to
adopt the Draft FY 2013 MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget and Member
Dues and Assessments for final adoption.  

Ms. Kimbrough stated in January 2012, MAG  proposed to keep a fifty percent overall reduction
of member dues and in February proposed projects were presented for the Work Program.  She
added, in March the initial draft was mailed out to the committee and in April, positions, budgeted
salary increases, and changes to projects, including the Cave Creek/Carefree Transportation
Framework Study and additional funding for the Maricopa Trip Reduction program, were
discussed.

Ms. Kimbrough stated the incremental presentations allowed time for questions, input and a more
thorough review of the proposed budgetary items.  She added there is an overall decrease proposed
to the FY 2013 budget from the current year budget of 13.2 percent without including
carryforward consultant estimates.  She noted the largest dollar decrease is in budgeted capital
costs with the remodel of the MAG office space completed during FY 2012 and the next largest
decrease was the decrease in new project consultants.  Ms. Kimbrough added budgeted overhead
decrease reflects reduced costs in a number of overhead items with the highest dollar decrease in
telephone charges, meetings, and noncapital equipment software

Ms. Kimbrough stated MAG submits its Work Program each year to the Government Finance
Officer’s Association for review and application for the Distinguished Budget Presentation Award. 
She added MAG received this award for the current Work Program in January of this year, and
the Work Program for FY2013 will be submitted for the fifteenth consecutive year.

Chair Hallman asked if there were any questions or comments.  There were none.

Mayor Lane moved to approve the resolution to adopt the Draft FY2013 MAG Unified Planning
Work Program and Annual Budget and the Member Dues and Assessments.  Mayor LeVault
seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously

6. Request for Future Agenda Items

Chair Hallman asked if there were any requests for future agenda items.  There were none.

7. Comments from the Committee

Chair Hallman asked if there were any comments for the committee members.

Mayor Lopez-Rogers informed the committee that on Friday, May 11, 2012 the Executive
Committee of the League of Arizona Cities and Towns accepted and adopted the resolution
regarding improving the border crossings.

Ms. McClafferty stated at the last Executive Committee meeting she announced MAG had
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received six complimentary registrations to the 2012 Arizona-Mexican Commission Summer
Plenary Session on June 7 and 8, 2012 and will extended these to the Executive Committee if they
were interested in attending the event.  She noted four complimentary registrations are still
available if anyone is interested in attending.  Chair Hallman noted this conference will be held
in Tucson.

Adjournment

Mayor Lane moved to adjourn the Executive Committee meeting.  Mayor Lopez-Rogers seconded
the motion and the motion carried unanimously.  There being no further business, the Executive
Committee adjourned at 12:22 p.m.

______________________________________
Chair

____________________________________
Secretary
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ARIZONA’S OPPORTUNITY:   
ENHANCE TRADE WITH MEXICO

Mexico is Arizona’s top trading partner. Our 

shared border is the gateway for $26 billion 

worth of imports and exports and 44 million 

people (crossings) each year. Mexican visi-

tors spend approximately $7.3 million each 

day in Arizona, providing an annual impact 

of $2.3 billion. In addition, there are tens of 

thousands of jobs in Arizona that rely on trade 

with Mexico.

Despite this wealth of op-
portunity, recent studies 
show that competing border 
states such as Texas are far 
outpacing Arizona when it 
comes to developing trade 
relations with Mexico. While 
Arizona exports to Mexico 
totaled about $5.7 billion in 
2011, in Texas the total was 
$87 billion. With a popula-
tion of 113 million, Mexico is 
the 13th largest economy in 
the world. In 2010, Mexico 
invested an unprecedented 
five percent of its Gross Do-
mestic Product (GDP) in in-
frastructure.
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Immediate action is necessary to support Arizona’s ports of entry 
with Mexico to be competitive with neighboring states, such as Texas.
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State and Federal Efforts
Since the passage of the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA), bilateral trade has 
grown exponentially, reaching a record high of 
nearly $400 billion in 2010. Mexico is now the 
third-ranked commercial partner of the U.S. and 
the second largest market for U.S. exports.

Recently, Arizona Governor Jan Brewer an-
nounced the formation of the State Transpor-
tation and Trade Corridor Alliance to explore 
infrastructure improvements and economic op-
portunities at the border. This effort will be led by 
the Arizona Department of Transportation in con-
junction with the Arizona-Mexico Commission.

The issue also is getting federal attention. The 
U.S. global market share of spending by interna-
tional travelers has fallen from 17 to 11 percent. 
In January, President Obama signed an Execu-
tive Order establishing Visa and Foreign Visitor 
Process Goals and the Task Force on Travel and 
Competitiveness. The order seeks to develop a 
national travel and tourism strategy with recom-
mendations for initiatives to promote domestic 
and international travel opportunities.

Jobs, Jobs, Jobs
Trade with Mexico supports six million jobs in the 
U.S. and supports tens of thousands jobs in Ari-
zona. A strong trade relationship with Mexico can 
help create high quality jobs within our borders. 

Infrastructure
While total trade between the U.S. and Mexico has 
expanded by more than 600 percent since 1990, 
ports of entry face significant challenges, includ-
ing aging infrastructure and an often inadequate 
number of customs and border protection agents 
needed to staff them.  A heavy focus on security 
has impacted the tourism industry by diverting in-
vestments from improving infrastructure, leaving 
a multibillion dollar deficit in border infrastruc-
ture. According to a report by the San Diego As-
sociation of Governments, inadequate infrastruc-
ture capacity at the border crossings between San 
Diego County, California, and the state of Baja, 
Mexico, results in delays that cost $7.2 billion and 
more than 62,000 jobs each year.

While investments of $200 million in expansion 
improvements to the Nogales port of entry are 
moving Arizona toward becoming a leader in 
international trade, no funding is allocated to 
improving the road at the Mariposa port. With 
23 million northbound visitor border crossings, 
373,000 northbound truck crossings, and 602 
train crossings annually, long waits at the border 
suppress economic development. Greater em-
phasis is needed to upgrading northbound and 
southbound passenger vehicle and pedestrian 
crossings. According to the Arizona State Uni-
versity North American Center for Transborder 
Studies, needed enhancements include staffing, 
technology, infrastructure and communications.

Mariposa Port of Entry in Nogales, 
Arizona

Border Resolution 
Improving trade relations with Mexico and enhancing the flow of commerce into Ari-
zona is the goal of a border resolution that has been supported by all of the Councils 

of Governments and all of the state’s Metropolitan Planning Organiza-
tions throughout Arizona, as well as the League of Arizona Cities and 
Towns. The resolution calls for proactive support for infrastructure im-
provements at the Arizona ports of entry to improve traffic flow and 
increase trade between Arizona and Mexico. Issues being examined 

include increasing U.S. Customs and Border staffing; reducing commercial vehicle wait 
times; reducing the number of hours it takes to process rail cars through the border; 
and seeking dedicated funding sources for the Arizona ports of entry.

The Arizona Councils of Goverments and Metropolitan Planning Organizations below support the resolution.
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Growing Business
Nearly half (43%) of all of the 
winter produce consumed in the 
United States comes through 
the Nogales port of entry. Along 
with produce, which makes up 28 
percent of Arizona imports from 
Mexico, other major commodities 
include electrical machinery and 
equipment (18%); machinery and 
mechanisms (12%); edible fruits 
and nuts (11%); vehicles (6%); and 
optical, photographic and cinema-
graphic equipment (4%). 

Major opportunities exist in the de-
velopment of clusters of high-tech 
manufacturing facilities in Sonora, 
Mexico. Aerospace, defense and 
renewable energy are areas ripe 
for expansion opportunities. While 
Asia has had a competitive edge 
in skilled workers, in recent years 
Mexico’s education system has 
improved, with universities gradu-
ating more than 90,000 students 
from engineering and technical 
schools on an annual basis. 

Nationwide, Mexico is our second-
ranked supplier of petroleum, 
while the U.S. in turn refines most 
of the oil that Mexico consumes 
domestically. For every dollar 
Mexico makes exporting to the 
U.S., it in turn spends 50 cents on 
U.S. products or services. In 2011, 
the World Bank ranked Mexico the 
easiest place in Latin America to do 
business (and 35th in the world). 
Goldman Sachs research on 
emerging markets estimates that 
the Mexican economy will become 
the world’s fifth largest economy 
by 2050. Mexico has improved its 
competitiveness ranking by eight 
places, the largest such improve-
ment in Mexico’s history.

CANAMEX Corridor
While one focus is on infrastructure improvements at the 
border, there is a bigger picture to consider. The CANA-
MEX Corridor Project is a multi-state effort to develop and 
implement a designated transportation corridor to link 
Mexico, the U.S., and Canada. Arizona is working with Con-
gress to seek a designation of the Interstate 11 (I-11) cor-
ridor to Las Vegas, and potentially to destinations farther 
north into the Pacific Northwest. In Arizona, I-11 has been 
identified to replace U.S. 93 and includes the 152-mile 
Hassayampa freeway corridor west and south of Phoenix. 
Discussions are underway to extend the I-11 corridor to 
the Pacific Northwest and Vancouver, Canada, which may 
be a more appropriate route for the CANAMEX corridor.  

Regardless of routing, completing CANAMEX as a super-
corridor will result in a larger, more comprehensive trans-
portation system that will provide a more efficient means of 
moving goods coming through Mexico to the entire U.S. and 
Canada. According to the ASU North American Center for 
Transborder Studies, the impact of trade and foreign invest-
ment on states in the corridor is significant, with more than 
two million jobs linked to trade.
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“Nearshoring”
In the past, low wages in China have been the 
strongest motivating factor for companies to move 
operations from the United States to Asia. But 
China’s wages have risen sharply in recent months, 
closing that gap. Today, Mexican manufacturing 
wages are only 20 percent higher than in China. 
Due to cost savings in shipping, travel times, and 
global logistics, it may be cheaper for companies 
to keep production operations in Mexico. Mexico 
is a viable outsourcing destination for Arizona 
companies. One example would be the aviation 
and aerospace industry. The state of Sonora has 
40 of the 260 facilities manufacturing aerospace 
parts in Mexico, which is the largest number of 
aerospace plants of any state in Mexico. The 
nearshoring trend will continue to provide cross-
border trade opportunities with the state of 
Arizona and the state of Sonora, Mexico.

Call to Action
•	 Increase U.S. Customs and Border Protection 

staffing for the Arizona/Mexico ports of entry.
•	 Support highway and rail infrastructure that 

assists our Arizona/Mexico ports of entry and 
urge the State Transportation Board to focus 
resources on these projects for the economic 
vitality of Arizona. 

•	 Improve infrastructure to reduce commercial 
vehicle wait times and to reduce the number 
of hours it takes to process rail cars through 
the border.

•	 Support the necessary planning to improve 
the global competitiveness for Arizona with 
Mexico.

•	 Seek dedicated funding sources for the 
Arizona ports of entry.

Wages in the Manufacturing Sector

Source: Mexico Ministry of Finance

Source: AlixPartners

Manufacturing Outsourcing Cost Index (% of U.S. cost)

Sources:

• Arizona-Mexico Commission 

• Arizona State University North American Center for 
Transborder Studies

• BizTucson 2012 Special Report

• Maricopa Association of Governments

• Thunderbird School of Global Management

302 N. 1st Ave., Suite 300
Phoenix, Arizona 85003

www.azmag.gov
602-254-6300

For more information:

The gap between wages 
in China and Mexico has 
narrowed significantly.

When the 
total costs 
of outsourc-
ing, including 
shipping and 
logistics are 
factored in, 
Mexico may 
be a more 
economical 
alternative.
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