
Economic Development Committee 

September 9, 2014 

Project Update –Mexico Related Activities 



Visit to MAG Region 

June 27, 2014 

Deputy Samuel Moreno Business Delegation 



Follow Up from Deputy Moreno Visit 

 Deputy Moreno Has Extended an Invitation Inviting a Delegation 
from the MAG region to Visit with Key Leaders in Hermosillo, 
Sonora 
 Business and Economic Development Meetings 
 Industrial Tours 
 Welcoming Dinner 

 
 Target Date: Week of November 10th (Same week as CANACINTRA 

Expo) 
 



Binational Meetings at League  
Conference - August 21, 2014 
 Arizona-Sonora Megaregion Panel Session 
 Discussed the significance of forming a binational 

megaregion to compete in the global economy 
 Participants 

 Five Mayors from Arizona  
 Three Mayors from Sonora 

 

 ARI-SON Binational Megaregion Council 
 Initial discussion between local officials representing 

regions in both states to address: 
 Organizing framework, representation and meeting 

schedule 
 List of binational projects/initiatives of 

local/regional significance to be undertaken 
through Megaregion 



 
 
 
 
Agreement Signed Commemorating Binational 
Local Cooperation between Arizona and Sonora 
 
 



First Binational Forum To Promote Regional 
Development – Southern Sonora  
September 4-5, 2014 

 Hosted by Municipality of Cajeme 

 Two-Day Event  

 Attended by Leaders of Politics, Academia 
and Business from Around the Southern 
Sonora Region 

 



Southern Sonora Region 

Municipality of Cajeme, which includes Ciudad Obregón, is the second 
largest city in Sonora (after state capital Hermosillo) with a 2010 census 

population of 409,310.  

12 Cities/Towns 
Guaymas 
Empalme 

Bacum 
San Ignacio 

Cajeme 
Rosario 

Quiriego 
Benito Juarez 

Álamos 
Navojoa 
Etchojoa 

Huatabampo 
 

Education/Research 
20 Universities 

7 Technical Schools 
4 Industrial and Technological Parks 



Key Industries and Complementary Opportunity Areas 
Between Regions 

Maricopa Region 

 Renewable Energy 
 Personalized 

Biomedicine 
 Advanced Business 

Services/IT/Software 
 Manufacturing and 

Distribution 
 Customer Datacenters/ 
      Financial Services 
 Aerospace and Aviation 
 Emerging Technology 

 

Southern Sonora Region 
 Agribusiness  

 Biotechnology 

 Automotive  

 Aerospace 

 Tourism 

 Software and IT 
Communications 

 Logistics 

 Education 

 Health 

 

 

Aerospace/Aviation 
  

Healthcare/ 
Personalized Biomedicine 

Pharmaceuticals 
Medical Devices 

 

IT Communications/Software  
 

Manufacturing/Distribution/ 
Logistics 

 
Tourism/Health Tourism  

 

  
 

  



Activities 
 

 Toured San Carlos and 
Guaymas Areas 

 

 

 
 
 



Activities 
 

 Binational Forum Panel 
Participation – Networks for Regional 
Economic Development Collaboration: 
International business and investment 
attraction 
 200 attendees  

 Attended Meetings and Events   
with Local Officials and Business 
Leaders 
 Signing of Agreement to Form 

Southern Sonora Promotion 
Council 

 Three Community Business 
Events 

 Regional Meeting with Mayors of 
Southern Sonora and Senator 
Claudia Pavlovich Arellano 
(Sonora, Mexico) 

 
 

 
 



Proposed Next Steps with Southern Sonora 
 Mayor Rogelio Diaz Brown Delegation Visit to MAG 

Region in October or November 
 Mayors from Southern Sonora 
 Key Business and Industry Leaders 
 Key Academic and Technology Innovation Leaders 

 Identify Key Initiatives for Possible Interregional 
Collaboration Agreement with Southern Sonora Promotion 
Council (COPSSON) 
 Potential Examples: 

o Pilot Direct Flight Between Phoenix and Obregon or 
Guaymas from Williams Gateway 

o Entrepreneurial and Innovation Competition and 
Exchange Program Through Universities 

o Growth/Enhancement of Strategic Industry Cluster 
Areas Through Chambers, Industry Associations, 
Economic Development Organizations/Departments, 
Incubators and Technology Parks 
 

 



Upcoming Events 
 Mexican Independence Day Celebration 

 Invitation from Consul General Rodríguez 
 September 15, 8PM-10PM 
 Phoenix City Hall 

 
 “State of the Americas” Dinner with Former Mexico President Vicente Fox, Peoria, AZ 
         September 23 

 
 Fiesta Grande, Surprise, AZ 
        October 4 
 
 BIEN Database Launch 

 Target Date: Late October 

 
 State Delegation Trip to Mexico City  

 October 5-8 
 Official Opening of Mexico City Office  

 
 CANACINTRA Expo, Hermosillo, Sonora 

 November 11-14 
 



Alana Chávez Langdon,  
International Economic Development Analyst 

alangdon@azmag.gov 
 

Questions/Discussion 

mailto:alangdon@azmag.gov
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