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Emergency Declaration

On June 5, 2017, 
Arizona Governor Doug Ducey declared a 

State of Emergency 
due to an opioid overdose epidemic

74%
increase in opioid 
deaths in Arizona 

since 2012



REDUCING OPIOID DEATHS
ENHANCED SURVEILLANCE

June 15, 2017 – November 29, 2018

Updates & Interactive Dashboard 
posted at www.azhealth.gov/opioid

http://www.azhealth.gov/opioid


ADHS Response Activities

Prescribing Guidelines Update

Healthcare providers can 
request free printed guidelines 
online at 
azhealth.gov/OrderRxGuidelines

or download online:

azhealth.gov/opioidprescribing

http://www.azhealth.gov/OrderRxGuidelines


ADHS Response Activities

Naloxone Distribution

ADHS has 
distributed 7,183
kits of naloxone to 
law enforcement 
agencies.



OPIOID ACTION PLAN
OUR PROGRESS



REDUCING OPIOID DEATHS
EXPANDING ACCESS TO CARE

• Free 24/7 call resource for 
prescribers

• Implemented in partnership 
with Arizona’s Poison and Drug 
Information Centers

• Expanding services: post-
overdose virtual case 
management, first responders 
and emergency departments to 
connect patients; public 
information & referrals



azhealth.gov/curriculum



REDUCING OPIOID DEATHS
OUR PROGRESS

ARIZONA OPIOID EPIDEMIC ACT

Senate Bill 1001
Signed January 26, 2018



REDUCING OPIOID DEATHS
OUR PROGRESS: Provisions Effective 4/26/18

• 5 Day Limit on First Fills
• 90 MME Dosage Limits for 

opioid naïve 
• Good Samaritan Law 
• Reporting number of    

Good Samaritan calls
• $10 million for treatment
• Hospitals to refer for 

behavioral health services
• Medical student education
• Continuing education

• Warnings on pill bottles
• Restricts dispensing by 

prescribers, including 
veterinarians

• Pharmacists check the 
PDMP

• Criminal penalties for fraud 
by drug manufacturers

• Expanded naloxone use
• Hospice providers inform 

families of safe disposal 



REDUCING OPIOID DEATHS
OUR PROGRESS:  Future Implementation

• Youth prevention media 
campaign

• Report on treatment capacity
• Licensing of pain 

management clinics
• Time limits for prior 

authorization for insurers; 
coverage of at least one form 
of MAT without prior 
authorization

• One designated location in 
each county for drugs & drug 
paraphernalia drop-off 

• E-prescribing in 2019



MORE NEXT STEPS
WE KNOW THIS FIGHT IS FAR FROM OVER

 Implement the chronic pain self-
management campaign:  
www.azhealth.gov/chronicpain

 Continue post-mortem testing
 License sober living homes
 Expand online continuing education 

for health care providers and 
mentoring for new MAT providers

 Develop graduate medical education 
and continuing medical education on 
Pain & Addiction curriculum

 Reconvene Insurance Parity 
Taskforce

 Fund county health departments

http://www.azhealth.gov/chronicpain


MORE NEXT STEPS
AHCCCS Actions

• Stigma reduction efforts
• Increasing MAT access 

points across the state
• Increasing care 

coordination and 
connection to resources in 
high impact settings (EDs, 
Justice Involved, first 
responder scenes)

• Expanding peer support 
network and utilization

• Expanding supportive 
housing options and other 
recovery supports

• Increasing trauma-
informed prevention, 
treatment and recovery 
activities



Resources



Resources: Rx Community Toolkit 
azhealth.gov/opioid

Find Arizona Drop Box Locations 
www.dumpthedrugsaz.org

www.rethinkrxabuse.gov

STRATEGY 1 - Reduce Illicit acquisition 
and diversion of prescription drugs

STRATEGY 2 - Promote responsible 
prescribing and dispensing policies and 
practices

STRATEGY 3 - Enhance Rx drug practices 
and policies in law enforcement

STRATEGY 4 - Increase public awareness 
and patient education about Rx drug 
misuse and abuse

STRATEGY 5 - Enhance assessment and 
referral to substance abuse treatment

Prevention  Activities

http://www.dumpthedrugsaz.org/
http://www.rethinkrxabuse.gov/
http://substanceabuse.az.gov/substance-abuse/strategy-1
http://substanceabuse.az.gov/substance-abuse/strategy-2
http://substanceabuse.az.gov/substance-abuse/strategy-3
http://substanceabuse.az.gov/substance-abuse/strategy-4
http://substanceabuse.az.gov/substance-abuse/strategy-5


http://substanceabuse.az.gov/

Treatment Resources



Resources: Employers

azhealth.gov/opioid

Healthy Arizona 
Worksites Program: 
healthyazworksites.org 



Resources: Grant Programs

https://www.mobilizeaz.com/grant-program/

azhealth.gov/opioid

https://www.mobilizeaz.com/grant-program/


For more information 
azhealth.gov/opioid

Questions/Comments:  
azopioid@azdhs.gov

Sheila Sjolander: 
sheila.sjolander@azdhs.gov

http://www.azhealth.gov/opioid
mailto:azopioid@azdhs.gov
mailto:sheila.sjolander@azdhs.gov
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