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Design Studio guiding principles: 

● Amplify community voice
● Leverage community and university assets
● Co-create enduring solutions

Watts College of Public Service & 
Community Solutions



Maryvale One Square 

Mile Initiative

• Watts College of Public Service and Community Solutions’ 
Maryvale One Square Mile Initiative is the opportunity to 
engage in and support community driven solutions to create 
sustainable solutions for priorities in Maryvale.

• Designed to focus on a specific geographic area to 
encourage comprehensive, sustainable change. 



Total population: 230,000

Maryvale Now

Council Districts: 4, 5, & 7

Elementary School Districts:
Pendergast, Cartwright, Isaac, Alhambra, 
Tolleson, & Fowler

44% Of residents are under 24
Youngest area in Phoenix

64.5% Of residents attained a High School Diploma 
or higher

54% Of residents reported an income below $50K

5% Of Arizona’s population
It would be the 8th largest municipality in the 
state

Desert Sky Mall

Ak-Chin Pavilion

Brewers Baseball Park
Landmarks



Beyond just physical place, a thriving community 
emphasizes economic growth, housing stability, 
social cohesion, & neighborhood identity. 



Maryvale Civil Society

Business 
Associations/Networks

WestMarc, Fuerza Local (Local First) Hustle PHX, 
Maryvale Revitalization Corporation, N 35th Business 

Alliance, and Maryvale Village Planning Committee.

Neighborhood Groups
Block watches, MEMCA, GAIN events, neighborhood 
coalitions, Estrella Super Moms, and Faith & Justice 

Committee

Non-Profits & Coalitions
MRC MAPPS, Isaac in Action Coalition (Drug-free schools), 
Map My Maryvale (MC Health Dept), St. Mary’s Food Bank 

(headquarters), Poder in Action (headquarters), Girl Scouts, 
Urban League of Phoenix, Rebuilding Together, Lucha, and 

HEALL.

.

Libraries & Parks
Palo Verde Library, GCU Golf Course, American 

Family Fields of Phoenix (Brewers), Marivue 
Park, Desert West Park, Sueno Park, Desert 

West Park & Community Center, and Bret Tarver 
Learning Center

.

Educational Institutions
Cartwright ESD, Isaac ESD, Phoenix Union HSD, 
Rio Salado College-Thomas, Cartwright Early 
Childhood Center.

Health Care Providers
Maricopa Integrated Health Maryvale Hospital, 
Golden Gate Health Care Clinic (Wesley), 
Mountain Park Health Center, Concentra Urgent 
Care, CPLC Centro De La Familia, The Palms 
at Camelback West & the Residences at 
Camelback West, CPLC/United Health, and 
Terros.

Community Centers
CPLC Maryvale Community Center, Mike and Cindy 
Watts YMCA, Heart of Isaac Community Center, 
Maryvale Community Center (Parks), Boys & Girls 
Clubs Jerry Colangelo Branch, GCU Learning Lab.

.

Social Services/Workforce Providers
CPLC Workforce Center at Desert Sky Mall, Opportunities for Youth, 
Maryvale Workforce Initiative (State of AZ), Goodwill, Habitat for 
Humanity, Arizona@Work, Trellis, A New Leaf, International Rescue 
Committee, CPLC DeColores, COP Mobile Victim Advocate program, 
and HOI promotores.
.



Community Identified Priorities

SAFE/AFFORDABLE/ 
ACCESSIBLE WAYS TO GET 
AROUND
Pedestrian safety, safe, affordable, and reliable public 
transportation, and walkable communities. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
YOUTH ENGAGEMENT
Opportunities for youth to engage in arts, sports, and 
other activities which support positive expectations.

ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITY & 

HOUSING
Affordable housing, homeownership, access safe 

and affordable loans, banking, and financial 
independence

 

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION/QUALITY CHILDCARE

The education and care of young children, including quality childcare, 
early childhood education, and Head Start

. 

AWARENESS OF AND ACCESS 
TO HEALTH/SOCIAL 

SERVICES
Awareness of and access to physical health, mental health, 

and social support services.. 

OSM Priority 
Areas



The following 6 elements can be facilitated in each One Square Mile Area

Elements of Engagement

Community Council 
In each OSM, convene a community 

leadership and governance structure.  
Hold community conversation events.

Evaluating the 
Engagement
Measure baseline of the OSM; assessment; 
and evaluation of impact in specific areas.

Developing Tools
DSCS community engagement web 

toolkit; Community Advocacy Leadership 
Cohort. 

ASU 
Matchmaking/Programs
American Dream Academy, Recruitment and 
campus events; Spirit of Service Scholars, 
Public Allies, and CIL. 

Community 
Inventory/Data

Cisco Digital Roadmap; Data 
Warehouse; Database of Maryvale 

initiatives; gaps assessment, and asset 
map.

Use-Inspired Research 
Opportunities
Community Solutions Design Grants, DSCS 
Fellows, and Teaching Grants.
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Pedestrian Safety Project

Healthcare Providers
Phoenix Children’s Hospital, Mayo 

Clinic

City Government 
City Council member, Streets 
Department, Neighborhood Services, 
Police/CAOs

Private 
Partnerships
Amazon Web Services

Youth Engagement
Maricopa County Health 
Department Youth Leadership 
Group

Media and Public 
Relations

Public Awareness, Media Coverage, 
Communication to Stakeholders

ASU Multidisciplinary 
Research Team
Criminology/Criminal Justice, Urban Planning, 
Design, Health Solutions
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Empower 
Communities 
to Design 
Solutions

Built on 
Community-Voice
Inclusive not Exclusive
Build Community 
Capacity
Be Asset-Based 
Seek Better Outcomes
Result in Improved Lives 
in Communities


