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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good evening, I’m Kristin Myers, Transportation Project Manager with the Maricopa Association of Governments. Thank you for joining us for this public meeting for the MAG State Route 30 scoping and environmental study.

Participants are joining us via their computers on Webex or through their phones and are currently muted. I’ll describe the meeting format and how to participate in just a moment, but first, if you are having any technical issues right now, you may need to hang up or log off, then redial or reconnect. If that does not work, please contact Webex Help at 866.229.3239. 

We’re looking forward to your questions and the team is ready to answer. After the presentation, we’ll describe and display instructions for asking a question. Keep in mind that after this meeting, you can continue to ask questions or provide comments anytime through October 15 by visiting the study website at azmag.gov/sr30durango link. For those of you joining us on the application, the study website is listed on the bottom right hand side of all the slides in this presentation. You can also comment by emailing me at kmyers@azmag.gov; or giving me a call at 602.254.6300 extension 5094. We will provide that information again throughout the presentation, so don’t worry if you didn’t get a chance to write it down. 

The format for tonight is a short presentation, then the remainder of the meeting will be open for questions and answers. Please note this event is being recorded and will be posted to the study website. 


Title IV Disclosure

Pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA) and other nondiscrimination laws and
authorities, MAG does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, age, or disability. Persons that require a
reasonable accommodation based on language or disability
should contact Kristin Myers at 602.254.6300 ext 5094 or
kmyers@azmag.gov. Requests should be made as early as
possible to ensure the project team has an opportunity to address
the accommodation.
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Presentation Notes
Pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and other nondiscrimination laws and authorities, MAG does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. Persons that require a reasonable accommodation based on language or disability should contact Kristin Myers at 602.254.6300 ext 5094 or kmyers@azmag.gov. Requests should be made as early as possible to ensure the project team has an opportunity to address the accommodation. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before we begin, I want to introduce our study team and thank you again for participating in this session. With me tonight is my co-presenter, Jeremy Neuman, along with Brian Bombardier and Lou Maslyk . Once the presentation is complete, Brian, Lou, and Jeremy will join me in answering your questions and addressing your comments.
 
I’m going to provide a brief overview of the study and current status. The information I’ll provide is available with additional detail through the study website and we hope that if you haven’t already, you’ll visit the site, view the information, and provide your input. Let’s get started.

So, what is State Route 30? State Route 30 is a proposed east-west freeway that parallels I-10 in the southwest valley and is part of the MAG Regional Transportation Plan. It’s approximately 4 miles south of I-10 and will provide a direct connection between the Town of Buckeye and downtown Phoenix. ADOT recently completed the preliminary engineering and environmental study on the middle segment of State Route 30 between Loop 303 and Loop 202, shown in red on the graphic. You can find out more about the ADOT study on their website at azdot.gov/sr30.

The segment of State Route 30 that is the focus of this MAG scoping study is located between the Loop 202 (South Mountain Freeway) and I-17, the Salt River and, Buckeye Road which we refer to as Durango Link. 


Why do a scoping & environmental study?
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Presenter
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So why are we doing a scoping study and environmental study for this section State Route 30? 

While the need for State Route 30 has been identified and added to the regional transportation plan, no corridor has been identified for the Durango Link section of State Route 30. 

The purpose of this scoping study will be to develop and evaluate potential freeway corridors between the Loop 202 and I-17. The scoping study is using the National Environmental Policy Act process (also known as NEPA), documented with a Planning and Environmental Linkages ( or “PEL”) report that considers environmental, community, and economic benefits and impacts. Once the scoping study is completed, the PEL will form the basis of future engineering and NEPA environmental studies for this project. 

MAG hosted a public scoping meeting in the fall of 2019, at the start of the study, to present study related information. During this meeting and throughout a 30-day comment period, information about the study area was gathered from stakeholders. The information and comments received were documented in the Existing and Future Conditions Report, which is published on the MAG website.

The information documented in the Existing and Future Conditions Report was then used to identify proposed corridors for State Route 30, which is what we are presenting today. Once identified, these corridors were evaluated based on engineering, environmental, performance, and implementation criteria using the information in the Existing and Future Conditions Report. 

After the end of the public comment period for this phase of the study (as a reminder, the comment period closes Oct 15th), a recommended corridor for the Durango Link section of State Route 30 will be selected and the PEL will be finalized based on the criteria ratings and public comments. The recommended corridor and PEL will then be carried forward into future engineering and ultimately construction. 

I will now pass the presentation on to Jeremy Neuman who will go into more detail.


No-Build vs Build Scenarios
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Thank you, Kristin. As Kristin said, my name is Jeremy and thank you again for participating in this session. 

As part of the environmental study, a range of reasonable options, as well as an option where this section of State Route 30 is not built (referred to as the ‘no-build’ option), are considered.  The no-build option is the baseline condition evaluated in an environmental study but still assumes that all of the other funded transportation projects in and adjacent to the study area will be constructed (for example; City street projects, county projects, and state projects). By looking at the No-Build option, the study team has a baseline against which social, environmental, and economic impacts are measured, and the need of the project is weighed against those impacts. 

In the no-build option, ADOT will still construct State Route 30 between Loop 303 and Loop 202 to the west of the Durango Link, and will reconstruct I-17 between the I-10/I-17 Split interchange and the I-10/I-17 Stack interchange to modernize and increase the capacity of the I-17. 

Maricopa County is planning to widen Broadway Road to two lanes in each direction between 75th Avenue and 51st Avenue.  In addition, the City of Phoenix will add one lane in each direction to 59th Avenue between Broadway Road and Durango Street, as well as improving existing bus service within the study area.

Prior to the inclusion of State Route 30 Durango Link in the Regional Transportation Plan, Phoenix planned to connect State Route 30 west of Loop 202 with Broadway Road/Avenida Rio Salado. This connection is represented by the yellow dashed line on the map; however, the Avenida Rio Salado connection with State Route 30 is no longer part of Phoenix’s transportation masterplan because the proposed State Route 30 Durango Link accomplishes the same function. 



Why is State Route 30 needed?

It is not feasible or practical for I-10 and the
local street network to be widened enough
to meet the future demand

Additional transit options will
help, but cannot sufficiently
cover the growth
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You may be asking yourself “If the southwest valley already has I-10, why is State Route 30 needed?” Let me explain: 

Maricopa County is the fastest growing county in the US with population projected to increase from 4.5 million today to 6 million by 2040.  50% of this growth will occur in the west and southwest valley.

Traffic will grow at a proportional rate to population growth.  It is not feasible or practical to widen I-10 or the local street network enough to meet the future traffic demand.  While additional transit options will help, they would not sufficiently satisfy the growth. 

I-10 is already a heavily congested freeway and if we do nothing it will only get worse by 2040. 

Because of these factors, I-10 needs a companion east-west route to address the projected growth. State Route 30 is that freeway, and that is why it is part of the Regional Transportation Plan. 


State Route 30 benefits
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State Route 30’s benefits are diverse. 

In the event I-10 is closed or restricted, SR 30 would provide an alternate route and provide additional capacity during the morning and afternoon rush hours. The benefits of the additional capacity can be measured through two performance measures: Travel Time and Hours of Congestion.

First let’s look at travel time. Between Loop 202 (indicated as Point A on the map) and I-17 (indicated as Point B), the average 2040 rush hour travel time will be reduced from 24 minutes without SR 30 (using the current freeway and arterial system) to 18 minutes with the proposed SR 30 Durango Link, representing a 25% or 6 minute time savings over that 5.5 mile distance. 

Next, let’s look at hours of congestion, which measures how many hours per day the freeway network is expected to be congested. Between points A and B on the freeway network in 2040, congestion is projected to last 8 hours a day without SR 30. However, if the SR 30 Durango Link is built, the congestion is projected to be only 4 hours a day, representing a 50% (or 4 hour) reduction in the duration of congestion. 

The combined benefits of the reduction of travel time and hours of congestion result in a more reliable and efficient freeway network for this part of the valley. In addition, SR 30 will support the existing and planned land uses in and around the study area by providing better access and mobility to the residents and businesses in the southwest valley. 


SR 30 Corridor Development
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Presenter
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After completing the Existing and Future Conditions Report and documenting the build and no-build traffic conditions, the study team developed three different corridor locations for the SR 30 Durango Link. 

1000-foot wide planning level corridors were developed for these potential State Route 30 routes. Future engineering studies are expected to reduce the actual footprint of State Route 30 to something less than 1,000 feet, but that is beyond the scope of this study. 

It was assumed that State Route 30 would be elevated, in part, to minimize disruption of the existing roadway network.  The end points would be fixed at the Loop 202/SR 30 interchange and I-17 at the Durango Curve. It was also assumed that the study of State Route 30 Durango Link would not attempt to reduce the floodplain acreage or solve the large existing floodplain issues present in the study area. 

To minimize impacts to existing residences, businesses, and governmental facilities, the State Route 30 corridors were generally located on existing transportation links, which led to the three corridors. From the Loop 202 to 47th Avenue, all three corridors utilize the same alignment due to the constraints of the Salt River to the south and the residential development to the north. East of 47th Avenue, the State Route 30 corridor splits into three separate corridors. The South Corridor generally follows the north bank of the Salt River. The Center Corridor follows the Lower Buckeye Road alignment, and the North Corridor follows the Durango Street alignment. 

Near 27th Avenue, all three corridors merge back together to connect to I-17 at the Durango Curve. 


SR 30 Corridor Screening
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The three corridors were then screened against more than two dozen criteria that fit into five different categories: Purpose and Need/Fatal Flaw, Engineering, Environmental, Performance, and Implementation. This presentation will highlight only those criteria that differentiated the three State Route 30 Durango Link corridors; however, please note the full screening can be found on the project website. 

​Initially the study team completed a pass/fail evaluation on whether the corridors addressed the purpose and need of the project, or had any fatal flaws. All three of the corridors passed this first criteria. 

​​The Corridors then underwent a more rigorous screening. A summary of the differentiating results are shown in the following three tables in the presentation. Empty circles represent the corridor that has the least amount of impact or is most desirable; half-filled circles represent average desirability or impact, and a filled circle represents the most impact or least desirable. 

The table on this slide summarizes the engineering criteria and shows that the South Corridor would require the least amount of new right-of-way (440 acres), has the fewest impacts to major land uses, utilities, and railroads, but scores the worst with impacts to sand and gravel sites. 

The Center and North corridors would both require about 550 acres of new right-of-way, and both have large impacts to major land uses, utilities, and railroads. While the sand and gravel impacts are not as large as the South corridor, the Center and North corridors would still impact some sand and gravel operations. 


SR 30 Corridor Screening
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We will now shift to the environmental screening criteria, highlighting the socioeconomic, Land Use, and Title VI and Environmental Justice criteria. Environmental Justice and Title VI of the Civil Rights Act both refer to the level of impacts to minority and low income populations, to name just a few.

Relative to these criteria, the south corridor scores better than the other options because the South corridor has the fewest impacts while having the greatest potential to enhance those resources and improve accessibility.

In contrast, the north corridor scores the worst because, while it improves accessibility for the study area, it has the largest potential impacts to Title VI and Environmental Justice neighborhoods, governmental facilities, and commercial and industrial land uses. 

The center corridor falls between the south and north corridors in terms of environmental impacts in the study area.  


SR 30 Corridor Screening
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Next, we will look at the performance screening.  The south corridor scored the highest because it provides convenient access to residential communities and businesses on both the north and south sides of the Salt River. 
The center and north corridors are located on major arterials, and while the arterials would remain as one-way frontage roads along SR 30, the capacity of these arterials would be reduced.
  
For freight, the center corridor aligns with Lower Buckeye Road, which has been identified as a significant local freight roadway.  The north corridor displaces the largest number of businesses which will negatively impacts freight mobility. 
The last category of criteria is implementation factors.  The first is public support, which is  the primary reason we are holding this public meeting to gauge the level of support for each corridor. 

The entire State Route 30 corridor, from the Town of Buckeye to Downtown Phoenix, is being planned to include a future parallel high capacity transit facility. The south corridor’s geometry best accommodates the transit corridor, whereas the north corridor would have the greatest difficulty accommodating the transit corridor due to its curvature. 

Because the south and center corridors impact more sand and gravel sites, they scored poorly for constructability and settlement issues.  However, the north corridor also impacts some sand and gravel sites, so it scored only slightly higher than the other corridors

The cost criterion includes only construction costs and does not include right-of-way and relocation costs. Only cost differentials are being shown for each of the corridors.  The South corridor has the lowest construction cost and the Center corridor has the highest construction cost.  The North corridor cost falls between the South and Center.

Once a recommended corridor is selected, the Study team will work to develop a more refined planning-level cost estimate that will include right of way and floodplain mitigations so that the project can be properly programmed and funded in the Regional Transportation Plan.  
 
This concludes the presentation.  As a reminder, you can review this information in more detail by visiting the study website at azmag.gov/sr30durangolink. 

Now we’ll start the Question and Answer portion of the meeting.  I’ll turn it back over to Kristin to review how to ask a question in this online format.
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Thank you, Jeremy!

Now we’ll begin the question and answer portion of the meeting. For those of you using Webex through your internet browser, go to “more options” displayed as three dots on your menu at the bottom of your screen and then select “Raise Hand.” If you’re using Webex through your smart phone, select “Raise Hand” on the bottom right of the participant list. If you’re using the Webex computer application, open the participant panel from the menu at the bottom of your screen the head and shoulders of a person with three lines, then click on the hand icon. When you’re done speaking, click “lower hand” or click the hand icon again.

All of these Webex instructions are showing on your screen.

If you are joining by phone, press star-3 if you’d like to ask a question or make a comment. This gives us a “hand raised” signal and when it’s your turn to speak, we’ll call on you and your line will be unmuted. When you’ve finished speaking, press star-3 again to remove the “hand-raised” signal.


Issues? Call Webex Help:

Asking A Question
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If you have joined us using one of the Webex applications, you may choose to submit your question or comment in writing using the Webex Q&A feature. These instructions are displayed on the screen.

Remember, if you are joining by phone, press star-3 if you’d like to ask a question or make a comment. This gives us a “hand raised” signal and when it’s your turn to speak, we’ll call on you and your line will be unmuted. When you’ve finished speaking, press star-3 again to remove the “hand-raised” signal.

And a reminder, if you are having technical issues, please contact Webex Help at 866.229.3239.

Haley Estelle with MAG is managing the questions queue; Haley, are we ready?


We want to hear from you!

You can comment in the following ways:

 Participate in the live, online/call-in public meeting

* Email: kmyers@azmag.gov

« Call: 602.254.6300

 Visit the project website: www.azmag.gov/ SR30DurangoLink

« USPS Mail: Attn: SR 30 Durango Link
302 N. 1st Ave,, Ste. 200
Phoenix, AZ 85003

Comments are being accepted from Sept. 15 through Oct. 15, 2020.
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We thank you for participating tonight. Your input is important, and we appreciate you taking time to learn more about the study and provide your feedback. As a reminder, a recording of this event will be posted to the website at azmag.gov/sr30durangolink, and that’s also where you can continue to view information about the study and submit additional questions or comments. If you don’t have computer access, please contact me at 602.254.6300 extension 5094

As a reminder, comments are being accepted during the comment period between September 15 and October 15, 2020 through the following options.

You may email me Kristin Myers at kmyers@azmag.gov

You may call me at 602.254.6300 extension 5094

You may submit a comment through the online comment form on the study website at azmag.gov/sr30durangolink, that’s a-z-m-a-g dot gov slash S R 30 D U R A N G O L I N K

You can send your comment via USPS mail to 302 N. 1st Ave, Suite 200, attention State Route-30 Durango Link, Phoenix, AZ 85003.

Thank you, and goodnight. 
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