
MAG Air Quality Technical Advisory Committee

August 27, 2020

Tentative Schedule for the 2022 Serious Area Particulate Plan for 

PM-10 for the West Pinal County Nonattainment Area



Background 

 On May 31, 2012, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
designated the West Pinal PM-10 Nonattainment Area as a 
Moderate Area, effective July 2, 2012.                                                        

 The Arizona Department of Environmental Quality prepared the 
2015 West Pinal Moderate PM-10 Nonattainment Area SIP and 
submitted it to EPA on December 21, 2015.

 Attainment date was December 31, 2018.

 On June 24, 2020, EPA published a final rule to determine that 
the West Pinal County Nonattainment Area has failed to meet 
the PM-10 standard by the December 31, 2018 attainment date 
and is reclassified as a Serious Area. The effective date was 
July 24, 2020.

 The failure to attain determination was based on complete quality 
assured and certified monitoring data for 2016-2018.









Overview of Serious Area PM-10 Plan Requirements

 Attainment date is December 31, 2022.                                                       

 Serious Area Plan is due within 18 months of the 
reclassification date, which is January 24, 2022.

 Plan is required to include Best Available Control Measures 
(BACM) to achieve the maximum degree of emissions 
reduction from a particulate source. 

 BACM are required to be implemented no later than four years 
after the reclassification effective date, which is July 24, 2024.

 Definition of major source of PM-10 emissions is changed from 
100 tons to 70 tons.

 Three years of clean data at the monitors are needed to meet 
the standard (2020-2022)



Overview of Serious Area Plan Requirements

 Clean Air Act allows EPA to extend the Serious Area attainment 

date for up to five years if the following requirements are met:                      

 Attainment by December 31, 2022 is impracticable.

 Compliance with all requirements and commitments in the 
plan.

 Plan includes the Most Stringent Measures that are 
included in the plan of any State or are achieved in practice 
in any State, and can be feasibly be implemented in the 
area.

 Attainment no later than December 31, 2027. 



Serious Area Plan Preparation

 The  2022 Serious Area Particulate Plan for PM-10 for 
the West Pinal County Nonattainment Area will be 
prepared through a coordinated effort with the: 

 Arizona Department of Environmental Quality.

 Arizona Department of Transportation.

 Pinal County Air Quality Control District.

 Sun Corridor Metropolitan Planning Organization.

 Maricopa Association of Governments.
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