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June 27, 2018

Executive Director’s Report
The June Regional Council meeting was a memorable one. It included the Annual 
Meeting and was immediately followed by the Desert Peaks Awards Program. With the 
election of officers taking place just prior to a celebration of regionalism, the evening 
underscored two important aspects of MAG. First is the incredible leadership of our 
elected officials, who volunteer their time to serve MAG. Second is the collaboration 
that exists among our member agencies that contributes each and every day to our 
regional quality of life. 

Among those honored at the Desert Peaks event was former MAG Executive Director 
Dennis Smith, who received the Lifetime Achievement Award. Dennis helped 
transform MAG into one of the most respected metropolitan planning organizations 
in the country, where it continues to serve as a national model for transportation, air 
quality, economic development and human services.

The Desert Peaks awards also honored some of the many innovative projects and 
efforts taking place in this region, such as helping the homeless, providing resources 
to dementia patients, and bringing Text to 9-1-1 services to the Valley. The City of 
Avondale was recognized for outstanding economic development efforts. Elizabeth 
Finn, Presiding Judge in Glendale, was honored in the category of Professional Service, 
and former Phoenix Mayor Greg Stanton was honored for Regional Excellence. The 
awards program is a great reminder of how working together can result in programs 
that serve the regional community while providing utmost value for taxpayers through 
partnerships. 

The event also featured the Passing of the Gavel from Buckeye Mayor Jackie Meck to 
Queen Creek Mayor Gail Barney. Mayor Meck has certainly had a positive impact as 
MAG chair over the past year, and we thank him for serving as a dedicated advocate for 
MAG. During his year of service, Mayor Meck oversaw numerous accomplishments, 
including surmounting the final legal hurdles facing the South Mountain Freeway, 
providing support on an environmental study of I-11, beginning work on the Tres 
Rios Freeway, continuing economic development efforts, and inroads in improving 
air quality and human services efforts. We look forward to continuing to work with 
Mayor Meck as he moves into his position as chair of the Economic Development 
Committee and continues to serve on the MAG Regional Council. 
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Our new chair, Queen Creek Mayor Gail Barney, spoke of the importance of regional 
cooperation as we move forward to renew the voter approved half-cent sales tax for 
transportation. We are committed to assisting Mayor Barney in his goal of further 
evolving those efforts to meet our challenging transportation needs. While our leaders 
may change, MAG will always consist of a great team of elected officials working 
collaboratively to make this a dynamic, attractive and globally competitive region.
For more information, please contact Eric Anderson, MAG Executive Director, (602) 254-6300.

Meeting Report for Wednesday, June 27, 2018 

Action Items
MAG Regional Council Leadership Participation Subcommittee  

The MAG Regional Council approved a recommendation maintaining current 
committee policies and procedures while striving for geographic balance in committee 
leadership positions. 

On January 31, 2018, the Regional Council formed the Leadership Participation 
Subcommittee to consider options to address the eligibility of MAG member agencies 
from Pinal County to serve in leadership positions in MAG committees. Ultimately, 
the subcommittee members affirmed that the policies and procedures that would 
provide the most equitable solution are already in place. The subcommittee also 
emphasized the importance of adhering to these policies and procedures to ensure 
that all MAG member agencies have an appropriate opportunity to fully participate 
in MAG committee leadership positions. 

The approval to keep the current structure will continue to allow MAG member agencies 
from Pinal County to serve in leadership positions on the MAG Regional Council 
Executive Committee as part of the geographic balance of east, west, north, south, and 
central city. MAG member agencies from Pinal County are also eligible to serve on the 
Transportation Policy Committee, including the positions of chair and vice chair.
For more information, please contact Amy St. Peter, MAG Deputy Executive Director, (602) 254-6300.

Joint Planning Advisory Council Collaboration Resolution   

Regional Council members approved  a resolution pledging to collaborate on areas 
of mutual interest while reaffirming planning coordination with the Central Arizona 
Governments (CAG), the Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG), the Pima 
Association of Governments (PAG), and the Sun Corridor Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (SCMPO). 
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MAG, CAG and PAG formed the Joint Planning Advisory Council (JPAC) in December 
2009 to cooperatively work together to foster a successful and economically viable 
Sun Corridor in the state of Arizona. The Sun Corridor Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (SCMPO) joined JPAC in 2013 in accordance with the 2009 resolution. 
Since that time, the JPAC has been working together on issues such as transportation, 
economic development and global trade. 

At the JPAC and Sun Corridor EDGE (Economic Development for the Global 
Economy) event on April 26, 2018, it was suggested a new resolution be signed that 
focuses on key initiatives in the Sun Corridor region. The resolution includes creation 
of a unified Sun Corridor vision that addresses common regional challenges and 
opportunities; supports joint efforts to continue and enhance the EDGE Program; 
coordinates on megaregional freight planning, and collaborates on data-driven 
decision-making through sharing and assisting in the development of technology, 
information gathering and analysis. 
For more information, please contact Denise McClafferty, Regional Economic Development Program Manager,  
(602) 254-6300. 

Election of Officers for Regional Council and Transportation Policy Committee 

The MAG Annual Meeting in June included the election of officers. The Nominating 
Committee recommended a slate of seven candidates for the 2018-2019 Executive 
Committee. All were approved by the Regional Council. They include:

 Chair:  Mayor Gail Barney, Town of Queen Creek
 Vice Chair: Mayor Lana Mook, City of El Mirage
 Treasurer: Mayor Mark Mitchell, City of Tempe
 At-Large:   Mayor Jerry Weiers, City of Glendale
   Mayor John Giles, City of Mesa 
   Mayor Thelda Williams, City of Phoenix
 Past Chair:  Mayor Jackie Meck, City of Buckeye

Officers are elected for one-year terms. Mayor Barney will lead the organization for 
the next year and will preside over the MAG Executive Committee. The Executive 
Committee serves as MAG’s finance committee and holds many administrative 
responsibilities, such as amendments to the budget and contract selections. 

In addition, the Regional Council selected Gilbert Mayor Jenn Daniels as the new 
chair of the Transportation Policy Committee and Glendale Mayor Jerry Weiers as 
the vice chair.
For more information, please contact Eric Anderson, MAG Executive Director, (602) 254-6300.
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Information Items
Evaluation of DPS Co-Location at ADOT Traffic Operations Center

Regional Council members heard final results of a successful pilot program aimed 
at reducing the time it takes to clear freeway crashes, with the goal of lessening 
congestion and potentially saving lives. The three-year project placed DPS officers 
in ADOT’s Traffic Operations Center (TOC), where a network of nearly 300 cameras 
monitor traffic flow. DPS officers are in direct communication with troopers in the 
field to quickly determine the response and resources necessary to clear each crash 
as soon as possible. The pilot program was approved by the MAG Regional Council 
in August 2014, and was funded jointly by MAG and ADOT.

Data through September 2017 show that despite continuing increases in the number 
of crashes, the average time to clear freeway crashes was reduced each year. In the 
first year of the program, clearance time was reduced by nearly an hour, and by the 
last year in 2017, the time saved grew to one hour and 12 minutes. That reduction 
shortens the potential for freeway closures and delays, helps avoid secondary 
crashes, and improves safety. The program not only saves time, but also money. 
MAG estimates the region has saved $336 million in man-hours due to reduced 
traffic delays over the three years of the program.  

With the benefits of the pilot project abundantly clear, ADOT is funding a 24/7 DPS 
presence at the Traffic Operations Center with a statewide focus.
For more information, please contact Sarath Joshua, MAG Transportation Systems Management and Operations 
Program Manager, (602) 254-6300.

Desert Peaks Awards

As noted above, the Annual Meeting was followed by the Desert Peaks Awards 
ceremony. The projects, organizations and individuals judged to best represent the 
highest standards of excellence through the Desert Peaks Awards include:

Lifetime Achievement Award  Dennis Smith 
Public Partnership Apache Junction Chronic Homeless Committee
Public-Private Partnership Dementia Friendly Tempe
Professional Service Elizabeth Finn, Presiding Judge, City of Glendale
Regional Partnership Text to 9-1-1 Project
Outstanding Economic  Avondale Economic Development Department
   Development Champion 
Regional Excellence Greg Stanton, Former Phoenix Mayor

For more information, please contact Kelly Taft, MAG Communication Director, (602) 452-5020.
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Next Meeting
Please note that the Regional Council will not meet in July. The next meeting of the MAG 
Regional Council will be held on Wednesday, August 29, 2018, at 11:30 a.m. at the MAG of-
fices, 302 N. 1st Avenue, Phoenix, second floor, Saguaro Room. Agenda items are pending. 


