
1 
 

MINUTES OF THE 
MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 

STREET COMMITTEE 
 

Tuesday, January 8, 2019, 1:00 pm 
MAG Offices, Suite 200, 

302 North First Avenue, Phoenix, Arizona 85003 
 
 

MEMBERS ATTENDING 
 

Phoenix: Leticia Vargas for Kini Knudson,                   
Chair 
Mesa: Maria Angelica Deeb, Vice Chair 
ADOT: Steve O’Brien for Steve Boschen 

* Apache Junction, Emile Schmid 
Avondale: David Janover                              

# Buckeye: Paul Lopez 
Chandler: Kevin Lair 

# El Mirage: Bryce Christo,  
@ FHWA: Toni Whitefield for Aryan Lirange 

Florence: Christopher Salas 
Gila River Indian Community: Tim Oliver 
Gilbert: David Fabiano 

# Glendale: Patrick Sage 
 

# Goodyear: Hugh Bigalk 
Maricopa: Rob Dolson 
Maricopa    County: Angela Horn 

* Litchfield Park: Brandon Squire 
# Pinal County: John Kraft for Scott Bender 

Peoria: Ben Wilson 
# Queen Creek: Janet Martin 

Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian 
Community: Jennifer Jack 

Scottsdale: David Meinhart for Emil 
Appleton 
Surprise: Dana Owsiany 
Tempe:  German      Piedrahita 

* Tolleson: Jamie McCracken 
# Youngtown: Grant Anderson 
 

* Members neither present nor represented by Proxy 
# Members attending by phone  
@ Ex-officio member, non-voting member 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 

 
Mark Henige, ADOT 
Dillon Kennedy, AECOM 
Tracy Oberlein, Aztec 
Mark Gilliand, Aztec 
Chad Maity, FHWA 
Jothan Samuelson, GIS Works 
Mellissa Boyles, Jacobs   
Briiana Velez, Phoenix  

 
Quinn Castro, MAG 
Chaun Hill, MAG 
Teri Kennedy, MAG 
Kristin Myers, MAG 
Steph Stearns, MAG 
Stephen Tate, MAG 
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1. Call to Order 
 
Vice Chair Maria Deeb called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm. 
 

2. Introductions and Attendance 
 
Members of the Committee and the audience introduced themselves. Members from Tolleson, 
Litchfield Park and Queen Creek did not attend the meeting. 

 
3. Approval of the October 9, 2018 Meeting Minutes 

   
Mr. Kevin Lair moved approval of the October 9, 2018 Meeting Minutes. Mr. David Janover 
seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. Mr. Bryce Cristo did not vote on the 
motion as his attendance began after the vote was held. 

 
4. Transportation Manager’s Report 
 

Ms. Teri Kennedy began the agenda item by inviting Mr. Mark Henige from ADOT to give an 
announcement. 
 
Mr. Henige noted that ADOT had recently announced a call for bridge rehabilitation and 
refurbishment projects. Only bridges on roads classified by the FHWA as rural minor collector, 
rural local or urban local are eligible for this call for federal funding. Eligible bridges must be 
either structurally deficient, in a depreciated condition or functionally obsolete. A total of $3.9 
million is available statewide and a maximum amount of $1.0 million is available per project 
application. The funding is for a one-year period only and may be for design or construction. 
Applications are due at MAG by February 19, 2019 and MAG will transmit the applications to 
ADOT by February 22, 2019. ADOT will select the projects for funding and the recipient of the 
funding will need to have the project listed in the TIP. 
 
Ms. Kennedy will send out an announcement and material for the ADOT call for bridge 
funding. All bridges eligible for the funding should be on the National Bridge Inventory. The 
Inventory identifies whether a bridge is on or off the Federal-aid highway system. 
 
Ms. Kennedy announced that a call for ADOT administered, HSIP projects had been released. 
An email was sent to all member agencies by MAG the previous day. Projects are to be 
submitted to MAG directly for the MAG Transportation Safety Committee to review and 
prioritization. Please see the MAG Transportation Safety Committee webpage for more details. 
 
This month, the Regional Council is finalizing the Winter air quality conformity analysis and 
related TIP changes. Regionally significant TIP changes for the Spring conformity analysis are 
due February 6th. It is anticipated that the Regional Council will finalize the changes in June. 
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All funding requests for MAG closeout funding have been recommended for approval, 
including all sweeper and design assistance project requests and a project with lapsed federal 
funding that had re-entered the program as a locally funded project. The closeout is 
anticipated to be approved by the Regional Council at the end of January. 
 
Members were reminded that all paperwork for federally funded, FY 2019 projects are due to 
ADOT by June 1. 

 
5. Federal Functional Classification Update 

 
Mr. Jothan Samuelson from GIS Works Consulting briefed the Committee.  
 
He noted that most agency coordination has been completed, but that there are a few 
agencies that have provided no comments. It is anticipated that the changes will be finalized 
in the 2019 calendar year. 

 
6. Traffic Data Collection for Calendar Year 2018 Reminder 

 
Mr. Stephen Tate briefed the Committee. He noted that every year MAG facilities ADOT efforts 
to collect traffic data for the federal Highway Performance Monitoring System. Members are 
requested to provide the data to MAG by February 1st. Fifteen minute counts are preferred 
and can be uploaded to the MAG traffic count webpage. If members have difficulty loading 
the data or have a large number of counts, MAG staff is available to help them. 
 

7. Draft Freeway Life Cycle Program Document 
 

Ms. Quinn Castro briefed the Committee. The document implements the Regional 
Transportation Plan (RTP) priorities. Issues in the document may arise due to differences 
between data sources and missing data. The document provides a central source for tracking 
the development and implementation of the freeway program and is current as of November 
2018, but does not reflect ongoing cost changes and budgetary adjustments. In the future, 
the document will serve as a baseline for the development of the freeway life-cycle program. 
 
The document will be updated on an annual basis. It includes an updated list of all freeway 
projects identified in the RTP, reports on their full costs and provides information sheets on 
each project that detail among other things, their design status and projected open to service 
dates. It also includes a financial summary at the end of the report. 

 
8. Maricopa County Transportation Plan 

  
Ms. Angela Horn from the Maricopa County of Transportation briefed the Committee.  
 
She noted that Maricopa County was beginning the process to update its Transportation 
System Plan (TSP). The County TSP has been updated generally on a ten year basis with major 
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updates occurring in 1997, 2007 and 2017. Intersperced with these updates, the County 
developed active transportation plans in 1999 and 2018. Because of the different years of 
development and a roadway capacity focus in the TSPs, there has been poor integration of 
active transportation plans in the County  and the TSP. 
 
To address this issue and a desire to shift to a five-year focus that will allow the County to 
better report to the public, the County is starting the development of a new TSP with a five-
year update cycle. The County anticipates that a new 2020 TSP will be approved and that 
thereafter updates to the TSP will occur in 2025, 2030 and onward every five-years. 
 
Ongoing planning work has identified a number of needs.  She noted that the current TSP has 
a $146 million shortfall and that the current active transportation plan identifies 251 miles of 
bike facility improvements. Also, the County has over 10,000 curb ramps with no detectable 
warning. There are other issues roadway problems including, scalloped, unbalanced and 
discontinuous roadway sections. 
 
The County has also been doing small area studies, neighborhood studies and roadway 
classification analysis. All of these help in working with other agencies and developers. 
 
In developing the new plan, the County is stressing the schedule and communication within 
the County, other public agencies and the public. They also want to maintain good 
documentation for project decisions. 
 
The notice to proceed with the update has just been released with a targeted completion date 
in 2020. 
 
It was noted that their needs to be close coordination on roadway standards with other 
agencies. 

 
 
9. Arterial Life Cycle Program (ALCP) Status Report, May 2018 – October 2018 

 
Ms. Quinn Castro briefed the Committee. 
 
She noted that the ALCP is the financial management tool for arterial projects funded with 
regional half-cent sales tax funds. The ALCP includes 220 projects sponsored by 14 MAG 
member agencies. The ALCP Policy and Procedures guide the implementation of the program 
and require that a report be provided to the Street Committee. This report is typically provided 
twice a year. 
 
Revenues in the report are for fiscal year 2018. Project information in the report is for fiscal 
year 2019. To date, revenue collections are $0.4 million above forecast. The amount funding 
listed for reimbursements is well behind expected reimbursements. It is expected that this 
disparity will be reduced later this fiscal year. 
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Ms. Kennedy noted that a number of documents are outstanding for existing projects. It was 
suggested that member agencies work to complete the needed documents. 

 
 
10. Phoenix Non-Standard Crosswalk Treatments 

 
Ms. Briiana Velez from the City of Phoenix briefed the Committee. 
 
She noted that non-standard crosswalk treatments are crosswalk treatments with decorative 
features such as pictures. A number of cities have installed decorative sidewalks. This has 
typically been implemented with private funding. 

 
The City was contacted in 2017 by a private party seeking to install a decorative crosswalk. 
City staff opposed the request as it violated FHWA standards for crosswalks. These standards 
call for muted earth tones, non-reflective materials and the avoidance of decorative features 
within the interior of the crosswalk as it could engender a false sense of security by 
pedestrians.  
 
City staff was particularly concerned about safety and liability issues. However, in April 2018, 
the City Council approved two privately funded rainbow crosswalk designs. This approval was, 
in part, based on the fact that at least eighteen other cities have approved decorative 
crosswalks without a finding of safety issues. 
 
To obtain City approval, the crosswalks to already be stripped and be at signalized crossings. 
The material used had to be thermoplastic as it is durable and non-reflected. Two crosswalks 
were installed, one on seventh street and one on central. A private party paid for the 
installation and is responsible for paying for their maintenance. 
 
Other organizations have contacted Phoenix, however, Phoenix is holding off on new 
decorative crosswalks until staff can consult with the City’s main transportation committee to 
develop a policy. If a policy is developed it is anticipated that the policy will retain the use of 
thermoplastic and will try to control for the complexity of the designs with the onus for 
funding on private parties. 
 
It was noted that it is difficult to maintain standards in the face of agencies violating the 
standards. This is a common problem with maintaining building standards. It was suggested 
that it would have been good if the City’s staff had consulted with staff from other cities in the 
region. 
 
It was noted that ITS staff might be concerned about the impact of decorative crosswalks on 
autonomous vehicles. FHWA has received numerous comments nationwide from developers 
of autonomous vehicles that greater standardization of pavement markings is highly desirable. 
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It was also noted that decorative crosswalks may encourage pedestrian activity and that 
tracking changes in pedestrian usage of decorative crosswalks may be desired. 

 
11. Request for Future Agenda Items 
 

No member requested a future agenda meeting 
 

12. Meeting Calendar 
 
It was noted that a calendar of future meeting dates is available on the MAG website. 
 

13. Next Meeting Date 
 
Ms. Deeb noted that the next meeting would be at 1:00 on Tuesday, February 12, 2019. 
 
Adjournment 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:20 p.m. 


