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Public Partnership 
 

This award is presented to the group or project that has demonstrated a  
commitment to regionalism through public sector or public/nonprofit partnership.

Recipients (Two recipients were selected in this category)

METRO Light Rail
After more than a decade in development, the METRO light rail 
project is running on Valley streets and serving more than one mil-
lion passengers per month as a result of cooperation among METRO 
Rail, Inc. and the cities of Phoenix, Tempe, and Mesa. The system 
opened in December 2008 on schedule—and within its $1.4 billion 
budget—to an eager audience of 90,000 riders. The at-grade system 
is the first in Arizona and the longest starter line in U.S. history. It 
includes 28 stations, eight park-and-ride facilities and 50 vehicles. The current system rep-
resents the first 20 miles of a planned 57-mile, high capacity transit system in the region. 
The METRO Board, consisting of elected city leadership, guided METRO’s course during 
planning, through construction, and now into operations. METRO provides a critical and 
valuable component to the existing regional transit network. The multimodal system is 
bolstered by the addition of the light rail line, as is the rail line by the overall system. Light 
rail is integrating new riders and an additional layer of service to create more focus and use 
of the regional transit system.
Partnering Agencies: Cities of Mesa, Phoenix, and Tempe; Valley Metro Rail, Inc. (METRO).

Phoenix Urban Education Initiatives
Over the last five years, the City of Phoenix has been dedicated to in-
creasing educational opportunities, better preparing the workforce for 
the knowledge economy and revitalizing the urban core. The city has 
found great success in partnering with both Arizona State University 
(ASU) and the University of Arizona (UA) to achieve these regional 
goals. While the city needed a more diverse economy, educational 
opportunities and downtown redevelopment, ASU needed expansion space to serve a grow-
ing region. At the same time, UA recognized the shortage of doctors and could capitalize on 
existing partnerships with hospitals. This shared desire resulted in a successful partnership 
to serve a growing region and to remain competitive in a global knowledge economy through 
educational and research facilities downtown. Already, 7,500 students are learning based 
on this partnership, while 3,000 construction jobs and 1,500 education jobs were created. 
Partnering Agencies: Arizona State University; City of Phoenix; University of Arizona College 
of Medicine.
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Public Partnership
 

(Continued)

Nominees

ASU U-PASS Program
Over the past five years, Arizona State University (ASU) has made significant strides in implementing sustain-
able practices as part of its campus culture. One area of achievement is that of parking and transportation op-
tions. The ASU U-PASS program is one of the most successful subsidized public transit programs in the region. 
The U-PASS program has changed the transportation behaviors of thousands of ASU employees and students. 
Ridership on light rail using an ASU U-PASS averages approximately 20 percent when ASU classes are in ses-
sion. ASU U-PASS participants now comprise the largest component of mass transit riders and the program has 
altered the culture of the ASU community to be more transit-oriented. 
Partnering Agencies: Arizona State University; City of Phoenix; City of Tempe.

City of Mesa/Mesa Public Schools Recycling Partnership Program
Whether it is copy paper in the classroom or milk jugs, water bottles, and food cans in the cafeteria, schools 
generate a significant amount of recyclable materials. In 2007, solid waste department staff from the City of Mesa 
met with officials from the Mesa Public Schools District regarding the idea of bringing recycling to the district’s 
83 school campuses and 11 district office sites. The district was interested in efficiently managing its solid waste 
stream and being an environmentally responsible community partner. The program has also provided the op-
portunity to teach students how to recycle properly. The schools tracked their success. Since implementation, 
the district has reduced total weekly trash volume by 704 cubic yards, resulting in a trash disposal savings of 
$4,523 per month. 
Partnering Agencies: City of Mesa; Mesa Public Schools.

College Depot
College Depot is a new hub for high-quality, free college planning support for students in the Valley. This City of 
Phoenix program was spearheaded by the Phoenix Youth and Education Office with the support of the Phoenix 
City Council, funders, and a planning committee comprising educational and community partners. Located in 
the Burton Barr Central Library, the services of College Depot are available to all visiting students seven days a 
week. The depot provides family members and mentors an opportunity to be involved in the college planning 
process at convenient times. Services utilize hands-on experts and include individualized college planning 
support, college application assistance, and scholarship and financial aid identification. College Depot targets 
its efforts to low-income communities, especially those demonstrating low rates of educational attainment. 
Partnering Agencies: City of Phoenix.

Crosscut Canal Pathway 
The canal waterways are community assets that carve through the urban landscape, providing opportunities to 
walk, run, or ride through terrain that is independent from the grid of city streets. The cities of Scottsdale and 
Tempe worked closely with the Salt River Project to improve nonmotorized connectivity between the two com-
munities and to enhance and preserve the physical scenic character of the Papago Park area. This partnership 
ensured that the independently constructed projects in each city would flow seamlessly and complement the 
aesthetic elements of the other. The Crosscut Canal Pathway, between Canal Park in Tempe and Thomas Road 
in Scottsdale, provides new opportunities for bicyclists, joggers and pedestrians to enjoy the amenities and 
recreational opportunities along a 2.25 mile corridor.
Partnering Agencies: Cities of Scottsdale and Tempe; Salt River Project.
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Glendale Domestic Violence Task Force 
The efforts of the Glendale Domestic Violence Task Force involve ongoing collaborative work to aid victims 
of family violence and to improve legal processes and programs committed to holding perpetrators account-
able. During its six years of operations, the task force has accomplished a variety of successful activities that 
promote a coordinated community response to improving the safety and quality of life for victims of domestic 
violence, including federal grant program awards totaling nearly $1.3 million. Task Force members include the 
City of Glendale Prosecutors Office, City of Glendale Police Department, Maricopa County Attorney’s Office, 
Maricopa County Adult Probation Department, A New Leaf domestic violence shelter, and Justice Services 
Holdings. The U.S. Department of Justice and the Arizona Governor’s Office on Children, Youth and Families 
have endorsed the regional strategies of the task force. The Arizona Coalition Against Domestic Violence 
nominated this partnership.
Partnering Agencies: A New Leaf; City of Glendale; Maricopa County.

Interstates 8 and 10 Hidden Valley Transportation Framework Study
With continued development putting pressure on transportation systems in southwestern Maricopa County and 
northern Pinal County, the Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG) brought together numerous groups in 
a regional partnership to study the issues and develop a framework for future transportation investments. Fund-
ing partners included the Arizona Department of Transportation, City of Goodyear, City of Maricopa, Maricopa 
Association of Governments, Maricopa County, Pinal County Public Works, and the Town of Buckeye. The study 
review team also included numerous other private, local, state, federal, and tribal stakeholders. The result is a 
plan that not only outlines seamless multimodal transportation networks, but also helped to set the stage for 
similar framework studies. 
Partnering Agencies: Arizona Department of Transportation; City of Avondale; City of Goodyear; City of Maricopa; 
Gila River Indian Community; Maricopa Association of Governments; Maricopa County; Pinal County Public 
Works; Town of Buckeye.

Recyclables Processing for the City of Peoria
The City of Peoria instituted a household recycling program and partnered with the City of Phoenix to process 
the recyclable materials collected. The regional partners share revenue from the sale of the recyclable materi-
als. Peoria takes recyclables to a City of Phoenix facility that saves Peoria approximately 50 miles per trip and 
228 gallons of fuel when compared to the previous processing facility used by Peoria. Phoenix benefits through 
reduced traffic and pollution on I-17, revenues received from the sale of recyclables, and an increase in pro-
ductivity that reduces the net processing costs per ton. The initial contract term resulted in shared revenues of 
approximately $850,000. To date, 76 million pounds of recyclable material from the Peoria recycling program 
have been processed at the Phoenix facility.
Partnering Agencies: City of Peoria; City of Phoenix.

Southwest Family Advocacy Center
The Southwest Family Advocacy Center is a multidisciplinary facility developed and funded by the police 
departments of Avondale, Buckeye and Goodyear. The purpose of the center is to provide quality investigations 
of abuse in the most sensitive and appropriate manner to crime victims. The collaboration was established 
to investigate, manage and prosecute cases of child abuse, domestic violence, and sexual assault or abuse. It 
is the only center in the state funded through an intergovernmental agreement among three municipalities, 
ensuring a multidisciplinary response. The center provides a comfortable and safe atmosphere where infor-
mation is gathered jointly and onsite services are provided, meaning victims receive support services without 
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added trauma during the investigation. The center brings together police, child and adult protective services, 
physicians, mental health professionals, and prosecutors to investigate, manage, and prosecute assault and 
abuse cases and secure timely treatment for victims and their families.
Partnering Agencies: Cities of Avondale and Goodyear; Town of Buckeye.

Western Power Line Trail
The development of this trail turned a neglected and blighted linear canal corridor into a multiuse path that 
connects neighborhoods and the Gilbert downtown to a pedestrian multimodal corridor. The trail provides open 
civic and social space and is part of the continuing development of the necklace of interconnected trails under 
development throughout the Valley. The Western Power Line Trail constitutes more than two miles and 25 acres 
of multiuse trail space that follows the banks of the historic Wallace Feeder Canal, now known as the Western 
Canal. A continuation of the Sun Circle Trail, it connects two of the town’s recreational cornerstones: Freestone 
Park and McQueen Park. Gilbert’s special zoning district, known as the Heritage District, provided the catalyst to 
preserve and enhance the downtown area. The Western Power Line Trail provides a family friendly, pedestrian 
oriented, convenient and safe experience for Gilbert residents and visitors to enjoy.
Partnering Agencies: Arizona Department of Transportation; Federal Highway Administration; Maricopa Associa-
tion of Governments; Salt River Project; Town of Gilbert.

Public Partnership
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Public-Private Partnership
 

This award is presented to the group or project that has demonstrated a 
commitment to regionalism through a public-private partnership.

Recipients (Two recipients were selected in this category)

Communiversity @ Surprise
Entered with a subtitle of “A Right Fit Partnership for Education,” 
Communiversity @ Surprise was created as an educational part-
nership between the City of Surprise and Rio Salado College. The 
Communiversity, which occupies a portion of the new City Hall 
complex, brings together an occupational high school district, three 
community colleges and two universities in one location. Students 
earn a variety of certificates in two and four year degrees and engage in workforce devel-
opment or high school technical programs. The collaboration serves the partners’ goals 
of increasing higher education opportunities and diversifying educational offerings. The 
Communiversity opened in August 2009 and serves as a national model for how public-
private partnerships can produce new and affordable educational opportunities. The city 
paid $8.5 million to construct and jointly design the building, which was later reimbursed 
by Rio Salado using bond funds. Rio Salado will own and maintain the building for at 
least five years, and the city will assume ownership only when the city identifies a need 
for the additional space. Annual educational events at the campus include the Surprise 
Youth Leadership Program. 
Partnering Agencies: City of Surprise; Rio Salado College.

Ellsworth Loop Road Improvement District Project
The Ellsworth Loop Road Improvement District project was financed 
through the formation of the largest development district to date in 
Arizona. Adjacent private residents, land developers, the Maricopa 
County Flood Control District, the Union Pacific Railroad, and the 
Town of Queen Creek worked as project partners to accomplish 
the monumental coordination necessary to complete the design 
of a railroad underpass, wash crossing and approximately four miles of arterial roadway 
with related utility infrastructure—all in only 12 months. The project included design and 
construction of about four miles of new roadway in Queen Creek. Ellsworth Loop Road was 
designed as a regional solution for heavy truck and commuter traffic to avoid delays formerly 
associated with traveling through downtown Queen Creek. From a two-lane bottleneck, the 
project expanded the travel corridors to six lanes and provided much-needed signalized 
intersections to control traffic and improve flow. Eleven new signalized intersections with 
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video detection, pavement marking, signing, access management studies and street light-
ing were included in the improvements.
Partnering Agencies: C. Williams Construction Engineering, Inc.; Dibble Engineering; Mari-
copa County Flood Control District; Pooled Resources; Town of Queen Creek; Union Pacific 
Railroad; Vestar Development; WDP Partners.

Nominees

Bajada Nature Trail at the Gateway to the McDowell Sonoran Preserve
The Bajada Nature Trail is a half-mile long trail, located in the McDowell Sonoran Preserve, that winds through 
one of the last undisturbed examples of a fragile habitat known as a “bajada.” Bajadas are the gentle slopes at 
the base of the mountain that are rapidly disappearing due to development. Since its opening on September 29, 
2009, the Bajada Nature Trail in the McDowell Sonoran Preserve has been visited by more than 10,000 people 
from all over the globe. The purpose of the trail is to ensure that all members of the community benefit from 
access to nature, whether they are small children, seniors, or people with disabilities. The trail is free of charge 
and allows everyone, including those with visual impairments or in motorized wheelchairs, to have the experi-
ence of being immersed in a desert environment. The project integrates the preserve into the lives of community 
members by ensuring accessibility to all while protecting a fragile habitat.
Partnering Agencies: Arizona Game and Fish Department; Arizona Spinal Cord Injury Association; Arizona State 
University; City of Scottsdale; Desert Botanical Garden; Dial Corporation (a Henkel Company); Independent Bota-
nist; McDowell Sonoran Conservancy; Photographic Insight; Weddle Gilmore Black Rock Studio.

Care1st Avondale Resource and Housing Center 
The Care1st Avondale Resource and Housing Center is the result of a partnership between the City of Avondale 
and Care1stHealth Plan of Arizona to provide education, training and support services to residents of Avondale 
and the region. The 6,000-plus-square-foot facility previously served as Avondale’s public library, which has 
been transformed into a diversified human services clearinghouse and nonprofit incubator. The purpose of the 
partnership is to expand services in the Southwest Valley by providing a low-cost way for nonprofits to move 
to the area. Services include literacy tutoring to adults; support for parenting teenagers and adults; job search 
and career counseling; legal aid services; domestic abuse support; behavioral counseling; and more. Care1st also 
provides an opportunity for nonprofits to utilize office space, conference rooms, phones, copiers and Internet 
access free of charge. To date, more than 2,600 people have been served by the Resource Center. 
Partnering Agencies: Care1st Avondale Resource and Housing Center; City of Avondale.

City of Glendale Fire Department HALO-151
Glendale’s Helicopter Air-medical and Logistic Operations (HALO) program was developed in 2007 by a team 
of public and private sector leaders seeking to improve emergency response availability in the West Valley. The 
HALO program has been an operational and fiscal success involving cooperative agreements among the cities of 
Glendale, Avondale and Surprise and Petroleum Helicopters, Inc. The aircraft, designated as HALO-151, covers 
the West Valley, delivering teams of specially-trained firefighter paramedics to emergency scenes anywhere in 
the region and providing rapid patient transport to any Valley trauma hospital. The deployment of this dedicated 
Air Evac helicopter in the West Valley benefits all communities in the region, without incurring increased op-
erating expenses or additional paramedic staffing. The program is one of a number of innovative public safety 
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programs that provide shared resources to the benefit of fire and police personnel throughout the West Valley.
Partnering Agencies: Cities of Avondale, Glendale, and Surprise; Petroleum Helicopters Incorporated (PHI-Air Evac).
 
City of Glendale Methane Gas-to-Energy Project 
The City of Glendale, in partnership with Arizona Public Service, Bryan A. Stirrat & Associates (BAS), and Sex-
ton Energy, have developed a methane gas-to-energy project at the City of Glendale landfill that is generating 
three megawatts of electricity—the equivalent of enough power for 750 homes. This renewable energy source 
uses methane gas generated through the decomposition of garbage to power two 20-cylinder engines that turn 
turbines that generate electricity. The project demonstrates that, despite moisture in our climate, successful reuse 
of methane gas can be accomplished. The City of Glendale generates the methane gas at its 260-acre landfill; BAS 
purchased the gas rights from the city and is the consulting engineer for the Glendale landfill. Sexton Energy 
currently operates three similar projects in Illinois and brought the technical expertise necessary to convert the 
methane gas into electricity. APS is the largest energy provider in the state and entered into a long-term power 
purchase agreement with Sexton Energy. This is the first biogas project in APS’s renewable energy portfolio.
Partnering Agencies: Arizona Public Service Company; Bryan A. Stirrat & Associates; City of Glendale; Sexton 
Energy, LLC.

Maricopa Regional GIS Technical Council
The Maricopa Regional GIS Technical Council was conceived in the 1990s to foster the exchange of Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS) technology and data throughout the Maricopa region. The council meets on a quar-
terly basis and is open to all interested parties, including private GIS entities and all levels of government. 
The council encourages all public and private stakeholders to present, share and participate to promote GIS 
technological advancement, efficiencies, services and data to better serve the citizens of Arizona. With typical 
meetings drawing more than 50 participants, subject matter ranges from application development to education 
requirements to data sharing. The council helps stakeholders hear innovative approaches to GIS technology 
to foster more robust collaboration and efficiencies between service providers. The council is overseen by the 
Maricopa County Public Works Department and the Maricopa County Assessor’s Office.
Partnering Agencies: Arizona Department of Transportation; Cities/Towns of Apache Junction, Avondale, Buckeye, 
Carefree, Cave Creek, Chandler, Fountain Hills, Gilbert, El Mirage, Glendale, Goodyear, Litchfield Park, Mesa, 
Paradise Valley, Peoria, Phoenix, Queen Creek, Scottsdale, Surprise, Tempe, and Wickenburg; Gila River Indian 
Community; Maricopa County.

Regional Bicycle & Pedestrian Safety Education and Safe Routes to School Programs
Funding bicycle and pedestrian safety education has always been challenging. After several unsuccessful attempts 
for government funding, the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) and Maricopa County encouraged 
local governments to tap into efforts already underway in the private sector. This resulted in the creation of a 
public-private partnership among ADOT, cities, towns, public and private safety organizations, healthcare, and 
injury prevention advocates—a partnership that grows larger every week. The partnership created programs 
and projects that successfully competed for three federal grants, with the likelihood of a fourth grant in the fu-
ture. The partnership allows the agencies to leverage dollars and fast-track the grant approval process to allow 
creative ways to use technology and outreach programs to get the bicycle and pedestrian safety messages heard. 
Successful programs launched under the partnership have included bike safety rodeos, bike month events, 
“helmet-your-head” events; Safe Routes to School bicycle and pedestrian safety school curricula and classroom 
training; and a variety of other projects.
Partnering Agencies: Cities/Towns of Avondale, Gilbert, Glendale, Goodyear, Mesa, Peoria, Phoenix, Queen Creek, 
Scottsdale, and Tempe; 3M Traffic Safety Systems; AAA Arizona, Inc.; Arizona Bicycle Club; Arizona Department of 
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Transportation; Arizona Parent Teacher Association; Banner Health; Barrow Neurological Institute; Chandler Regional 
Medical Center; Coalition of Arizona Bicyclists; Junior Achievement; Maricopa County Department of Health; Maricopa 
Integrated Health System; Mercy Gilbert Medical Center; Phoenix Children’s Hospital; Regional Public Transportation 
Authority (Valley Metro); St. Joseph’s Hospital & Medical Center; Tempe Bicycle Action Group; Valley Metro Rail, Inc 
(METRO). 

West Valley Events Coalition
Due to a growing need for an organization to represent the interests of the tourism and hospitality industry, 
businesses, amenities and communities, a grassroots effort resulted in the formation of the West Valley Events 
Coalition in 2007. The coalition began when representatives from the Glendale Office of Tourism, Renaissance 
Glendale Hotel and Spa, University of Phoenix Stadium, and Westgate City Center formed to serve as an interim 
convention and visitors bureau for the West Valley. The role of the coalition has been to position the West Val-
ley as a preferred year-round destination for conventions, meetings, and major events. The City of Glendale 
coordinated the organization’s activities and proactively worked to attract members and distribute information, 
resulting in a coalition consisting of more than 100 partners. Accomplishments include development of a com-
prehensive website, HeadWestAZ.com; development and implementation of a multifaceted advertising plan; 
creation of an online meeting and travel planners guide; familiarization tours and networking events; and much 
more; resulting in higher than average occupancy levels for the region. Year-to-date, Glendale is up 8.9 percent 
in hotel occupancy compared to 2008.
Partnering Agencies: City of Glendale; West Valley Events Coalition, made up of more than 100 partners, includ-
ing hoteliers, restaurateurs, meeting planners, venues, attractions and service organizations representing the 
hospitality and tourism industry. 
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Recipient

Sandie Smith, President and Chief Executive Officer, Pinal Partnership
Currently the President and CEO of Pinal Partnership, Sandie Smith has served 
the public in one capacity or another since 1986, when she was elected to 
the governing board of the Apache Junction Unified School District. Shortly 
thereafter, Ms. Smith became the first woman in Pinal County to be elected 
to the Board of Supervisors. Ms. Smith served four terms as the District 2 Su-
pervisor, retiring in 2008. During her distinguished 16 years as a Pinal County 
Supervisor, Ms. Smith’s dedication to forming partnerships between public 
and private sector businesses became well known throughout the state. Ms. 
Smith has served as the chair or president of numerous boards and committees, including the 
Arizona Association of Counties; Apache Junction Chamber of Commerce; Central Arizona 
Association of Governments Overall Economic Development Program; Promotions Committee 
of the Main Street Program; and Pinal County Enterprise Zone Commission. She also served 
on the Central Arizona College Foundation Board of Directors; the Pinal/Gila County Com-
prehensive Economic Development Strategy Committee; San Tan Regional Park Committee; 
Pinal County Town Hall Committee; and as the Governor’s appointee for the Military Affairs 
Commission and the State Waste Tire Recycling Committee—to name only a few. In January 
2009, Ms. Smith saw a need for communities within Pinal County and Maricopa County to 
work better with each other and helped form the Pinal Partnership, where monthly meetings 
draw 180 to 300 attendees. As a member of the Superstition Vistas Advisory Committee, Ms. 
Smith also worked with the State Land Department, City of Mesa, and Pinal County to ensure 
that the Superstition Vistas effort saw success, and she has partnered with the cities and towns 
of Florence, Coolidge, Apache Junction and Queen Creek to broker numerous agreements.

Nominee

Carol Ketcherside, Deputy Executive Director of Planning, Regional Public Transportation Authority (RPTA)
Carol Ketcherside has furthered regionalism in the metropolitan area by facilitating the development of the 
Regional Paratransit Study and the passage of an in-person eligibility testing program through the Valley Metro 
(RPTA) board. Both efforts required effective outreach to the disability community and to the agencies that ad-
vocate on their behalf. Ms. Ketchershide helped form a Technical Advisory Group to assess how to implement 
board recommendations to integrate ADA paratransit services. Her efforts resulted in the adoption of a regional 
in-person ADA eligibility process by the RPTA Board, which includes the assignment of a case manager for 
each client. Customers have better access to certification decision making resources, and the process provides 
an alternative for customers who do not have access to a rehabilitation or health professional. Ms. Ketcherside’s 
passion for the regional paratransit program has helped build consensus on a complicated regional issue.

Professional Service
 

The Professional Service Award is presented to the individual who has significantly 
contributed to regionalism through sustained or outstanding professional efforts.
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Recipient

Santan Vista Water Treatment Plant
Like other communities, Chandler and Gilbert are experiencing 
tough economic times, resulting in a struggle to maintain critical 
services while reducing costs. A unique partnership between the 
cities provides an essential service, drinking water, while saving each 
community millions of dollars. Pooling resources, the cities jointly 
constructed the $102 million Santan Vista Water Treatment Plant. 
The state-of the art plant provides an additional water resource for 
each community, treating raw water from the Central Arizona Project (CAP) canal, adding 
redundancy to the cities’ systems and supporting environmental sustainability by using a 
renewable supply in lieu of groundwater. To get the raw water to the plant for processing, a 
$33 million, 12-mile-long pipeline had to be constructed. Regional cooperation was required 
to build the pipeline through portions of two counties and three communities. The Santan 
Vista plant processes enough water to serve more than 100,000 customers in Chandler and 
Gilbert. The property, plant infrastructure and pipelines are jointly owned. Each community 
is entitled to half the plant’s capacity and the communities saved an estimated $22 million 
in capital investment by sharing the construction cost. Annual savings of $600,000 per year 
are also expected through sharing operations costs for staff, chemicals and electricity.
Partnering Agencies: City of Chandler; Town of Gilbert.

Nominee

Town of Queen Creek Fire Service IGA
In 2008, the Town of Queen Creek enacted an intergovernmental agreement (IGA) with the Town of Gilbert and 
the City of Mesa to provide fire and emergency medical services to all residents and businesses within Queen 
Creek as part of the Maricopa Automatic Aid System. Membership in the automatic aid system gives Queen Creek 
the ability to supplement its emergency response capability with additional resources from Gilbert, Mesa, and 
other East Valley communities in the event of a significant emergency event or major disaster. At the time the 
agreements were initiated in 2008, Queen Creek owned only one fire station building and had no fire assets. The 
services provided by Gilbert and Mesa and the subsequent development of Queen Creek’s own fire department 
were funded by a primary property tax approved by voters. The fire service agreements afforded Queen Creek 
residents the benefits of complete fire and emergency medical services during the development period of the 
town’s municipal fire service without undue financial hardship. The partnership has resulted in strengthening 
the regional dispatching and automatic aid system that serves more than 800,000 residents. 
Partnering Agencies: Cities/Towns of Gilbert, Mesa and Queen Creek.

Regional Partnership
 

This award honors local governments that have demonstrated a 
commitment to regionalism through cooperative efforts. 
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Regional Excellence
 

The Regional Excellence award is presented to the single individual who has 
demonstrated exemplary commitment to the spirit of regionalism.

Recipient

William J. (Bill) Post, Chairman Emeritus, Pinnacle West Capital Corporation
Through his work as a businessman and civil leader, William (Bill) Post has 
been a vital force in the Valley for more than 30 years. While he has received 
many accolades throughout his career, Mr. Post has set himself apart with his 
involvement in promoting sustainability. Under his leadership, Arizona Public 
Service (APS) advanced practices that improved the economy, environment and 
community in the present while creating a more sustainable future. This work 
is exemplified in his commitment to the recent revitalization of Papago Park. 
Mr. Post took the lead in working with the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian 
Community, Salt River Project and three municipalities. Through these efforts, Papago Park now 
has a master plan to help it become a major regional destination. Among the improvements 
are the preservation of land known to be environmentally and culturally sensitive, upgrades to 
facilities, greater ties to the surrounding area and a renewed sense of purpose for what many 
call “Arizona’s Central Park.” This is just one example in which Mr. Post has demonstrated a 
fundamental understanding that only by working together can the region grow to meet the needs 
of a changing population. Regional efforts range from his support of light rail to tireless efforts 
to bring technology-based employers such as TGen to the Valley. His support for developing a 
regional approach to environmental, economic and cultural sustainability at the regional level 
has led to the formation of groups such as the Discovery Triangle, which provides an area of job 
development to benefit the entire region. In his new role as incoming chair of the ASU Foundation, 
Mr. Post continues to create consensus among diverse interests for the betterment of the region.

Nominee

The Honorable Keith E. Russell, Assessor, Maricopa County 
The Maricopa County Assessor’s Office is responsible for assessing and valuing residential and commercial real 
estate as well as vacant land within the county. In April 2009, Mr. Russell oversaw a collaborative process that 
helped to reduce costs while improving services. The Maricopa County Assessor’s Office partnered with the 
Maricopa County Office of Enterprise Technology to select and implement an Electronic Document Management 
Software (EDMS) system to replace the current manual property valuation appeals process. The implementation 
of the EDMS system greatly increased efficiency and provided the internal capacity to handle increased workload 
without adding personnel. With the introduction of the EDMS system, petition entry time was reduced from 
one day to six hours. Eliminating the need to physically transport files resulted in significant labor savings and 
increased productivity by 67 percent. This allowed the Assessor’s Office to eliminate the use of temporary staff 
or personnel overtime, reducing costs from $31,000 to zero. The EDMS System earned the Assessor’s Office 
recognition for the “Best Solution for 2009.” 
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Past MAG Regional Council Officers
The Maricopa Association of Governments has been providing leadership in the 
region for over 42 years. Below is a listing of former Regional Council officers.

FY Chair Vice Chair Treasurer

 2009-
2010

Councilmember Peggy Neely
Phoenix (FY 09-10)

Mayor Mary Manross
Scottsdale (FY 09)

Mayor Thomas Schoaf
Litchfield Park (FY 09-10)

Councilmember Peggy Neely
Phoenix (FY 09)

Mayor Hugh Hallman
Tempe (FY 09-10)

Mayor Thomas Schoaf
Litchfield Park (FY 09)

 2007-
2008

Mayor James Cavanaugh
Goodyear

Mayor Mary Manross
Scottsdale

Vice Mayor Peggy Neely 
Phoenix (FY 08)

Mayor Joan Shafer
Surprise (FY 07)

 2005- 
2006 

Mayor Keno Hawker
Mesa

Mayor Woody Thomas
Litchfield Park

Mayor Mary Manross
Scottsdale

 2003- 
2004

Mayor Wendy Feldman-Kerr
Queen Creek

Mayor Keno Hawker
Mesa (FY 04)

Mayor Joan Shafer
Surprise (FY 03)

Mayor John Keegan
Peoria (FY 04)

Mayor Keno Hawker
Mesa (FY 03)

 2001- 
2002

Mayor Skip Rimsza
Phoenix

Mayor John Keegan
Peoria

Mayor Jay Tibshraeny
Chandler

 1999- 
2000

Mayor Neil Giuliano
Tempe

Mayor Skip Rimsza
Phoenix

Mayor John Keegan
Peoria

 1997- 
1998

Mayor Elaine Scruggs
Glendale

Mayor Neil Giuliano
Tempe

Mayor Skip Rimsza
Phoenix

 1995- 
1996

Mayor Wilburn Brown  
Gilbert

Mayor Elaine Scruggs
Glendale

Mayor John Cutillo
Fountain Hills

 1993- 
1994

Mayor Charles Hayes
Tolleson

Mayor Harry Mitchell
Tempe

Mayor Paul Johnson
Phoenix

 1991- 
1992

Mayor Peggy Rubach
Mesa

Mayor Charles Hayes
Tolleson

Mayor Harry Mitchell
Tempe

 1989- 
1990

Mayor Ron Travers
Peoria

Mayor Peggy Rubach
Mesa

Mayor Charles Hayes
Tolleson

 1987- 
1988

Mayor Terry Goddard
Phoenix

Mayor Jerry Brooks
Chandler

Mayor Ron Travers
Peoria (FY 88)

Mayor Chauncey Coor
Goodyear (FY 87)
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Past MAG Regional Council Officers
Continued

FY Chair Vice Chair Treasurer

 1985- 
1986

Supervisor Fred Koory
Maricopa County

Mayor Terry Goddard
Phoenix

Mayor L. J. Reed
Gilbert

 1983- 
1984

Mayor George Renner
Glendale

Mayor Jim Patterson
Chandler

Mayor Don Strauch
Mesa

 1981- 
1982

Councilmember Ken O’Dell
Phoenix

Mayor George Renner
Glendale

Councilmember Joanne Smith
Peoria

 1979- 
1980

Mayor Charles Salem
Goodyear

Mayor William Jenkins
Scottsdale

Councilmember Ken O’Dell
Phoenix (FY 80)

Mayor Ken Thomas
Chandler (FY 79)

 1977- 
1978

Mayor Charles Salem
Goodyear

Mayor William Jenkins
Scottsdale

Mayor Ken Thomas
Chandler (FY 78) 

Councilmember Ronald Travers
Peoria (FY 77)

1976 Mayor Charles Salem
Goodyear

Mayor Max Klass
Glendale

Mayor Dale Hallock
Gilbert

 1974- 
1975

Mayor B. L. Tims
Scottsdale

Mayor Charles Salem
Goodyear (FY 75)

Councilmember Dorothy Nelson
Tempe (FY 74)

Mayor Dale Hallock
Gilbert (FY 75)

Mayor Charles Salem
Goodyear (FY 74)

 1972- 
1973

Mayor B. L. Tims
Scottsdale

Mayor John Driggs
Phoenix

Mayor William Allen
Avondale (FY 73)

Mayor Wayne Pigg
Goodyear (FY 72)

 1970- 
1971

Mayor B. L. Tims
Scottsdale

Mayor Jack Taylor
Mesa

Mayor Jack Huntress
Paradise Valley

 1968- 
1969

Mayor B. L. Tims
Scottsdale

Mayor Jack Taylor
Mesa

Mayor Jack Huntress
Paradise Valley (FY 69)

Pat Riggs
Maricopa County (End of FY 68)

William Andrews
Maricopa County (FY 68)
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City of Apache Junction
City of Avondale
Town of Buckeye
Town of Carefree

Town of Cave Creek
City of Chandler
City of El Mirage

Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation
Town of Fountain Hills

Town of Gila Bend
Gila River Indian Community

Town of Gilbert
City of Glendale
City of Goodyear

Town of Guadalupe
City of Litchfield Park

Member Agencies
Maricopa County

City of Mesa
Town of Paradise Valley

City of Peoria
City of Phoenix

Town of Queen Creek
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian  

Community
City of Scottsdale
City of Surprise
City of Tempe

City of Tolleson
Town of Wickenburg
Town of Youngtown

Arizona Department of Transportation
Citizens Transportation  

Oversight Committee (CTOC)

2010


