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• NWS messages potential for impactful heat 
with numerous tools.
– Temperature Forecast including HeatRisk
– Social Media
– Partner Briefings (Email)

• Official alerts (Excessive Heat Watches/ 
Warnings) are “biggest bells” to ring.
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Kind Of like…

For Heat





Available Online
https://www.wrh.noaa.gov

/wrh/heatrisk/
(API possible for 2019)

Official Method for
Determining

When & Where to Issue
Heat Warnings

(Red & Magenta Days)

How are you
getting alerted for
NWS Warnings?









• HeatRisk used to determine level of 
messaging.
– Verbiage in social media/briefing material

– In general, High (red) or Very High (magenta) HeatRisk triggers 
issuance of Excessive Heat Watches/Warnings

– Watches (conditions favorable) typically issued
2-7 days in advance.

– Warnings (conditions occurring or imminent) typically issued as far as 
reasonably possible



Timeline HeatRisk
NWS Actions

Social Media Email Briefing Excessive Heat 
Watch

Excessive Heat 
Warning

Day +7 Red X X

Day +6 Red X

Day +5 Red X X X

Day +4 Magenta X X

Day +3 Magenta X X X

Day +2 Magenta X X

Day +1 Magenta X X

Day Of Red X X

ALERT

ALERT



Readying your community for
extreme weather, water, and climate
events. By becoming a WRN
Ambassador, your organization can
serve a pivotal role in affecting
societal change by:

• Promoting Weather-Ready Nation 
messages

• Collaborating with NOAA
• Sharing your success stories
• Serving as an example

Weather.Gov/WRN

This summer will be hot! There will be 
extreme heat! Be prepared!

Paul.Iniguez@noaa.gov
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