
 
Types of Spyware 

 
Browser Hijack Programs that take control of your web browser and use it to show 

you unsolicited advertisements or worse. 

Adware Software that monitors your online activities for Pop-Up advertising 
or for other targeted marketing purposes. 

Trojans Dangerous programs that make your computer vulnerable to being 
remotely controlled or accessed by hackers. 

Profiling Cookies Small data files placed on your computer to track your web surfing 
habits. 

Keyboard Loggers and 
Trackware 

Programs that capture and record your every keystroke, inlcuding 
personal information and passwords. 

Dialers Programs that can auto-dial 900 or toll calls without your permission. 

Droneware Programs that take control of your PC, often to send spam or to host 
offense web images. 

Web Bugs 

A graphics on a Web page or in an Email message that is designed to 
monitor who is reading the Web page or Email message. Web Bugs 
are often invisible because they are typically only 1-by-1 pixel in 
size. They are represented as HTML IMG tags. The Internet 
advertising community prefers the sanitized term "clear GIF". Web 
Bugs are also known as "1-by-1 GIFs" and "invisible GIFs".  

 


