
CREATING ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES:
INFRASTRUCTURE AS A STRATEGIC 
INVESTMENT

Arizona COG Directors Association
Leadership Meeting
August 26, 2010

© 2010, All Rights Reserved. 1





0.0

20.0

40.0

60.0

80.0

100.0

120.0

140.0

160.0

180.0

200.0

Ja
n-

90
Ju

n-
90

N
ov

-9
0

Ap
r-

91
Se

p-
91

Fe
b-

92
Ju

l-9
2

D
ec

-9
2

M
ay

-9
3

O
ct

-9
3

M
ar

-9
4

Au
g-

94
Ja

n-
95

Ju
n-

95
N

ov
-9

5
Ap

r-
96

Se
p-

96
Fe

b-
97

Ju
l-9

7
D

ec
-9

7
M

ay
-9

8
O

ct
-9

8
M

ar
-9

9
Au

g-
99

Ja
n-

00
Ju

n-
00

N
ov

-0
0

Ap
r-

01
Se

p-
01

Fe
b-

02
Ju

l-0
2

D
ec

-0
2

M
ay

-0
3

O
ct

-0
3

M
ar

-0
4

Au
g-

04
Ja

n-
05

Ju
n-

05
N

ov
-0

5
Ap

r-
06

Se
p-

06
Fe

b-
07

Ju
l-0

7
D

ec
-0

7
M

ay
-0

8
O

ct
-0

8
M

ar
-0

9
Au

g-
09

Ja
n-

10
Ju

n-
10

Construction Employment
Metropolitan Phoenix

January 1990 to June 2010    

June 2010: 86,300
construction jobs

May 1995:   86,100
construction jobs

June 2007:   185,600
construction jobs

Source: Arizona Department of Commerce, Research Administration



Proposition 400 Sales Tax Collections 
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Bordering States
COG/MPO DISCUSSIONS

maquiladoras

Mexico’s fastest 
growing states are in 

the north (Sonora, 
Chihuahua, and 

Nuevo Leon) Key CONNECTIONS to 
Guaymas, Hermosillo, 

Punta Colonet

Navajo Nation relates 
more to New Mexico

Eager/ Springerville 
provide shopping/ 
services to Western 
New Mexico

ECON
OM

IC DEVELOPM
EN

T

High-tech
industry along
I-25

ST. GEORGE:
Scottsdale of Utah?

Tourism and Recreation

I-17 
Extension?

25

17

Las
Vegas

Bedroom 
community

Grand Canyon 
TOURISM

California 
Population:
60 M by 2050!

People
Businesses

Second homes
Tourists

Commercial 
Vehicles agriculture
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Pearce
Ferry

Agrarian à
Industrial

In-
migration

Growth 
Limitations

Incoming 
Commerce!

Copper 
mining

R e c r e a t i o n

Population 
will double

Warehousing/Distribution Hub

Informal Truck Bypasses

Arizona 
COG/MPO DISCUSSIONS

§ Commercial Trucking
§ Distribution throughout 

Southwest USA
§ Elevation in Central 

Arizona (SR-89/SR-69)
§ US-95/SR-95 Corridor
§ CANAMEX

§ Natural Resources
§ Copper in Safford Area

§ Emerging Industries
§ Welton Oil Refinery
§ Warehousing

§ Sun Corridor 
Megaregion
§ Prescott
§ Phoenix
§ Tucson

§ Recreation and Tourism
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§ Better Connections to 
Las Vegas & Pacific 
Northwest

§ Canamex Route
§ Improves highway 

connections in the Sun 
Corridor

§ Provides alternative to 
I-5 in California
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Interstate Highway System

11
INTERSTATE

11
INTERSTATE



© 2010, All Rights Reserved. 9

BNSF Railway

BNSF Railway

Union Pacific

Union Pacific

Punta Colonet

Guaymas

11
INTERSTATE

Inland Port Opportunities



Alliance, Texas
§ Investment: $7.1 bil
§ 31.2 mil sq ft
§ Direct jobs: 28,000
§ 243 companies
§ 17,000 acres
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High Speed Rail Opportunities
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§ Higher speed or true 
high speed rail?
§ Link Mega-Regions



§ High Speed Linkages 
within Arizona

§ Phx – Tuc in an hour?
§ Increases effective 

market
§ Improves global 

competitiveness
Florida’s High Speed Rail Plan
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Solar Powered SunRunner?



Commuter rail 
serving the 
metro areas
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36 miles / 42 
min. 

31 miles / 47 
min. 

18 miles / 29 
min. 

34 miles / 50 
min. 



Construction started in 1973
Project completed in October 1, 1993
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1960

1980

1985

25 years for funding
23 more years to 
substantially complete.

2003

2040?
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Education & Job Training Policy

Alignment of Strategy and Policy



National, provincial, and metropolitan 
transportation policy is closely coordinated 
among the three levels and is linked to other 
policy goals, the most prominent ones being 
economic development and what the 
Chinese call “social harmony.”

This strong linkage often results in a unified
vision of what is necessary in the transport
sector to achieve policy goals.

The Chinese government at all levels targets
investment on those components of the
transportation system that best advance
national goals. 

As a result, the evolving
Chinese transportation system is focused
on excelling in markets dominated by
international trade.
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Economic Development Strategy

Tax &
 Regulatory Policy

Education &
 job Training Policy

Infrastructure Investm
ent Policy

Sustainable Economy
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Eric Anderson
Transportation Director

Maricopa Association
of Governments
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